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Covid-19 variants of concern

Indian variant 

- identified in January 2021 

- renamed ‘Delta variant’ in May 2021



Covid-19 Delta variant

Delta, also known as B.1.617.2, belongs to a viral lineage first identified in India during 
a ferocious wave of infections there in April and May.

Delta seems to be around 60% more transmissible than the already highly infectious 
Alpha variant (also called B.1.1.7) identified in the United Kingdom.

A preliminary analysis of 43,338 sequenced cases showed an increased risk of 
hospitalisation within 14 days of specimen date (HR 2.26, 95% CI 1.32-3.89, p=0.003) 
… for Delta cases compared to Alpha cases, after adjustment for confounders



Prevalence of variants



Deaths from Alpha and Delta variants



Vaccines effectiveness

Two doses of vaccine are very effective in preventing symptoms and hospital admission 



Covid-19 Delta variant

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are:

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 
(you do not need to measure your temperature)

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, 
or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 
may be worse than usual)

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with symptoms have at least one of these. About 1 in 3 people with 
COVID-19 do not have symptoms but can still infect others. 



Covid-19 symptoms




