
 

 

 
Purpose 
 
To receive the report of the Scrap Metal Working Group established by the Environment 
Scrutiny and Performance Panel on 20 October, 2011. 
 
Background 
 
The Environment Scrutiny and Performance Panel (ESPP), at its meeting held on 20 October, 
2011 considered a report on businesses dealing in scrap metal and other associated 
activities from their homes.  This was a result of a motion passed at Council requesting that 
the relevant Scrutiny and Performance Panel undertake an investigation into the matter.  
Arising from the ESPP meeting, a working group was established by the Panel which held its 
first meeting on 10 November, 2011. 
 
The Panel are asked to consider the final report attached as appendix 1 to this report and 
approve the recommendations as detailed on pages 21 - 23, and replicated below, for 
submission to Council. 
 
 
Recommendations  
 
That:  
 

1.  That Legal Services be requested to provide clarity on whether or 
 not itinerant scrap metal collectors are required to be registered 
 with the Council as scrap metal dealers; 

 
2.  That a more robust approach be taken in respect of enforcement 

 action, by all with powers of enforcement, increasing resources if 
 necessary, to enable swift action to  be undertaken against those 
 found to be contravening Legislation; 
 

3.  That the Council undertake an exercise to establish the number of 
 illegal scrap metal merchants/itinerant collectors and their 
 locations; 
 

4.  That the Council, together with Partners, undertake a publicity 
 campaign to raise awareness of the tools available to take 
 enforcement action/prosecute illegal operatives and provide  relevant 
 contact numbers such as a telephone line to anonymously report 
 instances of unauthorised scrap metal dealers. 
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5.  That the Council investigates the feasibility of introducing a 

 licensing scheme locally; 
 

6.  That further (intelligence led) days of Operation Steel be carried 
 with consideration given to carrying out regional days of action. 

7.  That the Council implements a programme of replacing gulley- covers 
 with non metal composite at such time that existing gulleys are stolen 
 or come to the end of their life subject to successful trials; 

8.  That the Council investigates the possibility of introducing non 
 metal alternatives for other  road installations such as man-hole 
 covers;  

9.  That an update on the success of the trial and outcome of the 
 investigation into alternative materials for road installations be  reported 
to the Environment Scrutiny Panel no later than July 2012 for  the first trial 
installation and at a suitable time if other trials are  implemented in the near 
future.  

10.  That the Council seek to establish a regional scrap metal working 
 group whose purpose would be to join forces with our neighbouring 
 authorities to combat metal theft. 

11.  That Police, Council and registered social landlords engage with 
 communities where anti social behaviour,  caused by the 
 collection of scrap metal, is an issue and focus days such as 
 ‘Operation Steel’ in these locations. 
 

12.  That Police and Partners focus on areas of heightened activity  related 
 to collection/theft of scrap metal and engage the public to instil 
 confidence that work is being undertaken to resolve the difficulties 
 faced. 

 
13.  That the photographs received from the public be forwarded to 

 Legal Services as evidence to support the establishment of a  byelaw. 
 

13.  That powers of enforcement be streamlined to enable quicker  more 
 effective enforcement to take place; 
 

14.  That more stringent penalties be imposed for those proven to be 
 carrying out an illegitimate scrap metal business; 
 

15.  That the working group support the establishment of byelaws to:- 
 

i. address verge parking and   
ii. introduce a licensing scheme for scrap metal collectors 

 



 

16.  That an update report on the implementation of byelaws (including 
 the cost to the Authority of implementing them) be submitted 
 quarterly to the Environment Scrutiny and Performance Panel. 

 
17.  That a review of procedure be instigated to evaluate the current 

 practices the Council makes in securing it’s property assets when 
 they are vacated so as to prevent metal theft, a deterioration to the 
 local environment and a loss in value to the asset if it is sought to be 
 sold. 

 
18.  That a register of war memorials be kept to ensure that suitable 

 replacements could be made in the event of a theft. 
 

19.  That Council write to the Secretary of State requesting that Section 2 of 
 the Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989 be  amended and also 
 lobby through the Local Government  Association to include the 
 requirement that applicants for a carriers licence must:- 
 

• Provide proof of the Company; 
• In the absence of the above provide details of self 

employment codes; 
 

20.  That consideration be given by the Environment Scrutiny Panel to 
 re-establish the scrap metal working group in the 2012/13 
 municipal year. 
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