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Observing Paul Gordon — Walsall Council

Decision on the Application

The Licensing Sub Committee, having considered an expediated review application
from West Midlands Police in relation to the Premises Licence at

Drunken Duck
55 High Street
Walsall Wood Walsall
WS9 9LR
And determined that the Premises Licence be modified pending a full review hearing.

The interim decision of the Licensing Sub Committee to modify the premises licence
is based on the crime and disorder objective in that a serious crime had occurred at
the premises on 10th May 2025. This interim step hearing is necessary following the
representation made by West Midlands Police.

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Sub-Committee’s statutory duty was to consider the application and any
representations, and to take such steps as contained in the Licensing Act 2003 as it
considered appropriate for the promotion of the Licensing Objectives.

Sayful Alom, Licensing Officer, provided a report and an outline of the application.
The Chair invited West Midlands Police to present their application.

Jennifer Mellor, West Midlands Police, outlined the application and the Committee
resolved to hear the restricted part of the report in private. As such, the Sub-
Committee considered six CCTV clips of the incident in question and one clip taken
from bodycam footage from a Police officer who attended the scene. It was
confirmed that the application together with the CCTV clips were the submission of
West Midlands Police to request that the premises licence be suspended in
accordance with the application submitted by the Chief of Police under Section 53A
(1) (b) of the Licensing Act 2003 (“the Act”).



The Chair afforded all parties present the opportunity to question West Midlands
Police in relation to their submission on the main part of the report. Jennifer Mellor
and Liz Cope responded to questions asked.

The Chair invited the Premises Licence Holder (“PLH”) to make representations. Ms
Pilbeam, did so, representing the Premises.

The Chair afforded all parties present the opportunity to question the Premises
Licence Holder in relation to her submission.

The Chair invited all parties to make their final address.
Jennifer Mellor and Liz Cope, West Midlands Police, made a final statement.

Ms Pilbeam representing the Premises made a final statement.

All interested parties, with the exception of the Solicitor and the Demaocratic Services
Officer, withdrew from the meeting to enable the Sub-Committee to determine the
matter.

Javed Igbal, Solicitor, provided legal guidance to the Sub-Committee.

All parties were invited back to the meeting.

Javed Igbal, Solicitor, advised them of the decision of the Sub-Committee, which
was read out as follows:

DECISION AND REASONS

The Chief of Police had given a certificate under Section 53A (1) (b) of the Licensing
Act 2003 (“the Act”), stating that in their opinion the premises were associated with
serious crime and disorder and had requested that interim steps be applied to the
premises licence pending a full review hearing.

The Sub-Committee considered all information presented both written and oral. The
Sub-Committee heard from the applicant (West Midlands Police) that:

. The application for summary review is being made by a senior police officer of West
Midlands Police who has certified that in their opinion the premises are associated
with serious crime and disorder. On 15" May 2025, certificate and application was



received from West Midlands Police. One individual received injuries and the matter
is currently being investigated.

. The Licensing Authority must within 48 hours of receipt of the application consider
whether it is necessary to take interim steps pending determination of the review of
the premises licence.

. This incident alone was one of serious crime and disorder which undermines the

licensing objective of the Prevention of Crime and Disorder.

. The premises hours permitted for Licensable Activities are:
Sunday — Thursday — 10:00 — 00:30
Friday — Saturday — 10:00 — 01:30

. The opening hours of the premises are:
Sunday — Thursday — 10:00 — 00:30
Friday — Saturday — 10:00 — 01:30

. It is West Midlands Police's priority to ensure the safety of the public. West Midlands
Police have concerns that a serious incident has taken place.

. The Licensing Act 2003 and the Home Office s182 Guidance state that the tests to
determine the kinds of conduct that amount to serious crime are set out in section
81(2) and (3) (a) and (b) of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000. These
tests include conduct which constitutes an offence for which a person who is 21 years
of age or over with no previous convictions could reasonably be expected to be
sentenced to imprisonment for 3 years or more; OR which involves the use of violence.

. The Licensing Sub-Committee has received the Certificate from the West Midlands
Police and further has received information at the hearing that serious crime and/or
disorder had occurred on the premises.

. The Sub-Committee were satisfied on a civil burden that a serious crime had occurred

at the premises. An incident occurred at the premises on 10th May 2025 resulting in a
person being injured. The Police investigation is ongoing.

10.They were further satisfied that a serious crime had occurred on the premises and in

the premises carpark.



11.Based upon the evidence presented, consideration had been given as to whether it
was necessary to take interim steps pending determination of the review (s53C LA
2003). The Sub-Committee were satisfied that interim steps were necessary. In
accordance with Section 53B (3) (d) of the Licensing Act 2003, the decision of the
Licensing Sub-Committee was to modify the premises licence pending the full review
hearing. The reasons for this were that there was serious crime at the premises and
that there is still an ongoing Police investigation; the seriousness of the incident had
undermined the licensing objectives. The decision was made in accordance with the
Provisions of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 and Section 3.7 of the Guidance
on Expedited/Summary Licence Reviews as modifications to the Licence is necessary
to prevent further serious crime and disorder from occurring.

As such the Sub-Committee agreed to a modification of the premises licence pending
a full review hearing within 28 Days with the following conditions:

1. Standardisation of all licensable activity times with any licensable activities to
cease at 23:00 hours — Monday to Sunday

2. The premises must close by 23.30 hours.

3. There must be two registered SIA security staff operating on Friday and
Saturday between the hours of 18:00hours and remain there until all customers
have left premises, including the carpark.

4. CCTV to be recordable and available and kept for 28 days — (Current licence
reads unrecordable — needs to be amended to recordable).(Licence reads non
recordable — need to be amended to read recordable)

5. DPS/PHL must train another member of staff on accessing /obtaining CCTV
and share password with them and you yourself as DPS/PHL to familiarise
yourself with CCTV and password —to be able to access it on demand by police.

12.The decision of the Sub-Committee was considered reasonable and proportionate to
uphold the licensing objective of the Prevention of Crime and Disorder as an interim
step pending a full review. The meeting concluded at 14:43.

13. A full and Final Review Hearing must take place within 28 days.
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