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Summary Review Hearing pursuant to s. 53B of the Licensing Act 2003

In relation to premises known as and situated at Discotheque.life (also known as
DeCode), 133 Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS1 1SL (Premises Licence Number
WS/PRL/0164).

Hearing before the Licensing Sub Committee of Walsall Council held on the 12"
December 2024 at 10.00am.

Members present: Clirs Suky Samra LLB (Hons) (Chair), Matt Ward!, and Ram K
Mehmi]
In Attendance:

For the Police
PC Ben Reader
Elizabeth Cope
Jennifer Mellor

For Discotheque.life (aka DeCode)
Jacob Cobbinah

Council Officers

David Elrington (Head of Community Safety and Enforcement)
Jack Thompson (Democratic Services Officer/Clerk)

Javed Igbal (Legal Services, observer)

Neil Picken (Principal Democratic Services Officer, observer)

L Cllr Ward made a declaration at the start of the hearing that he is a licence holder for pub premises in another
county.
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Gary Grant, Barrister, Legal Advisor to the Sub-Committee

Summary of the decision

1. This is the determination of the licensing sub-committee of Walsall Council after
considering a summary review application made on 10 December 2024 by the
Chief Constable of West Midlands Police (“WMP”) under section 53A of the
Licensing Act 2003. The application relates to licensed premises trading as a
bar/club called “DeCODE” at 133 Lichfield Street, Walsall (“the premises”). It
operates under a Premises Licence (#WS/PRL/0164) issued by Walsall Council
as the Licensing Authority. The Premises Licence Holder (“PLH”) is Mr Isaac
Cobbinah-Koompong.

2. The application follows a fatal incident immediately outside the venue on 7
December 2024. A Superintendent of Police has certified that in his opinion the
premises is associated with both serious crime and serious disorder.

3. The sub-committee had to determine whether to take interim steps under section
53B(1)-(5) of the 2003 Act pending the full review of the premises licence. The full
review hearing must take place within 28 days after the date of receipt of the
police’s application.

4. At a remote hearing held on 12 December 2024, the sub-committee heard from
representatives of WMP (Elizabeth Cope, Pc Ben Reader and Jennifer Mellor)
and a representative of the PLH (his brother Jacob Cobbinah, who described
himself as the “owner” of the premises and who had written permission to speak
on behalf of the PLH at today’s hearing?).

5. For the reasons set out below, the sub-committee has determined to suspend
the premises licence pending the determination of the full review hearing.

6. The representations from WMP and the PLH were heard in private. The sub-
committee accepted WMP’s submission that the public disclosure of certain
details about the incident may prejudice the ongoing criminal investigations,
particularly as witness statements were still being taken from potential witnesses
by WMP. There was no objection to this course. The sub-committee considered
the terms of regulation 14 of the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005
and, whilst the general rule is for hearings to be in public, on this occasion the
sub-committee concluded that the public interest in hearing this matter in private
outweighed the public interest in having it heard in public.

2 The Council received an email from the licence holder on the evening of 11 December 2024 indicating that the
short notice he received of this hearing meant he could not obtain legal representation and could not attend
himself due to other meetings in his diary and his brother could speak on his behalf.
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7.

Reasons

WMP’s application follows a serious incident of assault/disorder that occurred on
Saturday 7 December 2024, immediately outside the premises. The incident
resulted in the tragic death of Mr Kevin Taylor. A man has subsequently been
arrested and charged with manslaughter. The sub-committee Members wish to
send their condolences to the family of Mr Taylor.

It is not the role of the sub-committee to reach any conclusions about the
criminality of any party. That will be for the criminal courts. The sub-committee’s
role, at this stage, is to consider the information placed before it and take such
steps as it considers necessary by way of interim steps pending the full review
hearing. WMP invited the sub-committee to suspend the licence as an interim
step.

The sub-committee received further detailed representations from WMP and the
PLH’s representative in private session and Members of the sub-committee were
given the opportunity to ask questions on these representations. The sub-
committee considered these representations when making its determination.

10.The sub-committee agrees with WMP’s submission that immediate action is

necessary to protect public safety and promote the prevention of crime and
disorder licensing objectives. Given the apparent failure of the PLH to comply
with existing conditions on its licence in regard to dispersal, the sub-committee
does not have any confidence in the ability or willingness of this PLH to comply
with further conditions that might be imposed based on the information it has
heard today.

11.The sub-committee was left in no doubt that suspending the licence until the full

hearing was a necessary and proportionate step to take.

12. The PLH has a right to challenge this interim step of suspension under section

53B(6) of the 2003 Act. If representations to that effect are made, then the sub-
committee must convene a new hearing within 48 hours. If there is no challenge
to the interim suspension, then this matter will be determined at a full review
hearing within 28 days of the application being received. Other parties may make
representations in relation to the full review hearing relevant to any of the four
licensing objectives, namely: the prevention of crime and disorder, the prevention
of public nuisance, public safety and the protection of children from harm.

Yours Sincerely,
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Coancillon Suty Samra

Councillor Suky Samra LLB(Hons)
Chair of the Licensing Sub-Committee

CC: West Midlands Police (PC Ben Reader, Jennifer Mellor & Elizabth Cope)
Walsall Council Licensing Team (David Elrington)



