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Flood Risk Management Functions 

 
Ward(s):  All 
 
Portfolios:   Cllr Suky Samra - Street Scene  
 

1. Aim 

1.1. The Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) is responsible for managing local flood 

risks from surface water, groundwater, and ordinary watercourses. Its role is to 

develop flood risk management strategies, investigate significant flooding 

incidents, and maintain a register of flood risk assets. The aim is to reduce flood 

risk, improve community resilience, and ensure sustainable, coordinated 

management of local water resources. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1. The Street Scene and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee are 

asked to note the role of the council in respect to flood risk management.  

3. Report detail 

3.1. Flooding occurs when water accumulates faster than it can drain away, typically 

caused by heavy rainfall, rising river levels, or inadequate drainage. The severity 

of flooding depends on local topography, land use, and weather conditions. 

3.2. The main sources of flooding in Walsall are: 

a. Surface Water Flooding (Pluvial): Heavy rainfall overwhelms local drainage 

systems, particularly in built-up areas. 

b. River and Watercourse Flooding (Fluvial): Occurs when rivers and streams 

overflow, including along the River Tame. 

c. Groundwater Flooding: Arises when prolonged rainfall causes the water table 

to rise above the surface. 

d. Sewer Flooding: Results when sewer systems exceed capacity, leading to 

overflow from manholes or gullies. 

3.3. Understanding the type and cause of flooding supports effective planning, 

maintenance, and emergency response. 
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3.4. Lead Local Flood Authorities were established under the Flood and Water 

Management Act 2010, following the 2007 floods and the recommendations of 

the Pitt Review. The Act gave county and unitary authorities statutory powers to 

manage local flood risks from surface water, groundwater, and ordinary 

watercourses. 

3.5. As the designated LLFA, Walsall Council has the following statutory duties: 

3.6. Local Flood Risk Strategy: Maintaining and implementing the Black Country 

Local Flood Risk Management Strategy in partnership with neighbouring 

authorities. 

3.7. Flood Risk Asset Register: Recording and maintaining details of structures or 

features that affect local flood risk. 

3.8. Investigation of Significant Flooding (Section 19): Investigating locally significant 

flood events and publishing findings where thresholds are met. 

3.9. Consenting and Enforcement on Ordinary Watercourses: Approving or refusing 

works that may affect the flow of watercourses, and taking enforcement action 

where necessary. 

3.10. Recording Flood Incidents: Logging reports from residents and businesses to 

support analysis and prioritisation of future mitigation work. 

3.11. Under a Service Level Agreement (SLA), Staffordshire County Council supports 

Walsall Council in delivering LLFA functions by providing technical expertise, 

conducting Section 19 investigations, and managing the asset register. 

3.12. Effective flood management requires joint working between multiple 

organisations, each with specific statutory responsibilities: 

3.13. Environment Agency: Manages flood risk from main rivers and reservoirs and 

leads national strategy development. 

3.14. Severn Trent Water Ltd: Responsible for the public sewer network and drainage 

from properties. 

3.15. Walsall Council (Planning Authority): Ensures new developments avoid high-risk 

areas and incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). 

3.16. Highway Authorities: Maintain road drainage to prevent flooding. National 

Highways oversees motorways, while Walsall Council maintains local roads. 

3.17. Riparian Owners: Landowners adjacent to watercourses must maintain them 

and prevent blockages. 

3.18. Property Owners: Are encouraged to implement property-level resilience 

measures. 



  

3.19. These organisations work collaboratively through local flood risk partnerships to 

plan and deliver coordinated responses. 

3.20. Beyond its LLFA duties, Walsall Council undertakes a range of functions across 

departments that support flood resilience. 

3.21. Planning Authority: The Council ensures flood risk is considered through the 

planning process, requiring Flood Risk Assessments for developments in at-risk 

areas and promoting the use of SuDS. The emerging Local Plan will embed 

flood resilience within future development decisions. 

3.22. Highway Authority: The Council maintains approximately 35,000 road gullies to 

prevent highway flooding. In 2024/25, 31,000 gullies were inspected and 

cleansed as part of the annual maintenance programme.In response to severe 

weather warnings, precautionary storm alert measures are implemented, 

including clearing debris, inspecting known flood hotspots, and deploying 

additional out-of-hours staff. The Council also manages flood hotspot data—

currently identifying 79 locations, of which 25 have not experienced repeat 

flooding since 2020 due to improved drainage maintenance and resilience 

schemes. 

3.23. Riparian Landowner: Where the Council owns land adjoining a watercourse, it 

maintains the channel to prevent blockages and erosion. Recent maintenance 

works have been completed at Anchor Meadow, Oak Park Playing Fields, and 

Delves Green Allotments. 

3.24. Emergency Planning: As a Category 1 Responder under the Civil Contingencies 

Act 2004, the Council works with the Environment Agency and emergency 

services to prepare for and respond to flood incidents. This includes providing 

warnings, managing road closures, and establishing rest centres for affected 

residents. It also leads on post-incident recovery, damage assessment, and 

community support. 

3.25. Between April 2024 and September 2025, the Council received 993 flood and 

drainage-related enquiries, with 147 completed flood incident questionnaires 

leading to 74 local investigations. Work is ongoing to integrate flood reporting 

into the Council’s “Report It” online service to streamline communication and 

improve response times. 

3.26. The FAIR (Flood: Aware, Informed, Resilient) project, delivered across 

Staffordshire and the Black Country, supports communities in understanding 

and preparing for flood risks. Funded by DEFRA’s Flood and Coastal Resilience 

Innovation Programme, it focuses on raising awareness and promoting practical 

resilience measures. 

3.27. Walsall Council plays a central role in coordinating flood risk management 

across the borough, ensuring compliance with statutory duties and promoting 



  

partnership working among key agencies. Through a combination of 

maintenance, planning control, investigation, and community engagement, the 

Council seeks to reduce the impact of flooding and build long-term resilience. 

3.28. Continued investment, collaboration, and proactive planning remain essential to 

managing the increasing challenges of flood risk in the face of climate change 

and urban development. 

4. Finance  

4.1. The following investments support the Council’s statutory obligations and local 

initiatives aimed at reducing flood risk and improving infrastructure resilience. 

 

5. Reducing Inequalities 

5.1. Effective flood risk management helps reduce inequalities by protecting 

vulnerable communities that are often most exposed and least able to recover 

from flooding. By prioritising investment in high-risk and deprived areas, 

ensuring inclusive warning and response systems, and supporting fair recovery 

through accessible advice and funding, it lessens health, housing, and economic 

impacts. In doing so, it strengthens community resilience, safeguards essential 

services, and promotes a fairer, more equitable recovery for all residents. 

6. Decide 

There is no decision required by the committee.  

7. Review  

Flood risk management in the Black Country is coordinated through a joint Local Flood 
Risk Management Strategy shared by Walsall, Dudley, Sandwell, and Wolverhampton 
councils. The strategy outlines collective objectives, responsibilities, and actions to 
manage local flood risk and is supported by annually reviewed action plans that reflect 
new data, schemes, and funding opportunities. Progress is monitored collaboratively by 
the partner authorities alongside the Environment Agency, Severn Trent Water, and 
other Risk Management Authorities to ensure a consistent, area-wide approach to 
reducing flood risk and improving community resilience. 
 

8. Appendices 

8.1. Appendix A: LLFA led Section 19 Formal Flood Investigations Apr 2024 to Sept 

2025 

Area of Expenditure Amount (£) 

LLFA Staffing (1 FTE Engineer) £67,562 

Service Level Agreement with Staffordshire County Council £50,011 

Highway Drainage Maintenance (Revenue) £390,000 

Highway Flood Resilience Schemes (Capital) £300,000 

Land Drainage Maintenance £31,545 



  

8.2. Appendix B: RMA led Informal Flood Investigations Apr 2024 to Sept 2025 

8.3. Appendix C: LLFA led Grant Funded Scheme List 

8.4. Appendix D: Highway Drainage Schemes April 2024 Sept 25 

8.5. Appendix E: Land Drainage Schemes April 2024 Sept 25 

8.6. Appendix F: Road Gully Cleansing Risk Categories and Cycle Lengths 

 
Background papers 
 

Local Strategy for Flood Risk Management – The Black Country  
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/flooding-and-drainage/flooding-advice 
  

 
 

9. Author 

 
Helen Ingram 
Principal Drainage Engineer 
 01922 654399 
 Floodriskmanagement@walsall.gov.uk 
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Appendix A 

 

          

LLFA led Section 19 Formal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025     

          

Location Ward 

Month 

Questionnaire 

Received 

Investigation Status (Targeted) Completion Date 

Farmbridge Way/Grenville Close Bentley & Darlaston North Sep-24 Active Oct-25 

Wednesbury Road 

(Nr Oxford Street) 
Pleck Sep-24 Active Oct-25 

The Summer Hayes Estate 

(Inc Spring Lane) 
Short Heath Sep-24 Active Oct-25 

A461 Walsall Road 

(Nr Barons Court Hotel) 
Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Nov-24 Active Oct-25 

A461 Lichfield Road 

(Navies Bridge) 
Rushall-Shelfield Nov-24 Active Oct-25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Appendix B 

 

WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025 

        

Location Ward 
Questionnaire 

Received 

Investigation  

Status 

(Targeted)  

Completion 

Date 

Bloxwich Road (Near Beatrice Street) Birchills - Leamore May-24 Complete N/A 

Howdles Lane Brownhills May-24 Complete N/A 

Wolverhampton Road Pelsall May-24 Complete N/A 

Farriers Mill Pelsall May-24 Complete N/A 

Chantrey Crescent Pheasey Park Farm May-24 Complete N/A 

Stanbury Avenue Darlaston South May-24 Complete N/A 

Foley Road West Streetly May-24 Complete N/A 

Thornhill Road Streetly May-24 Complete N/A 

Rutland Street Blakenall May-24 Complete N/A 

Vernon Avenue Brownhills May-24 Complete N/A 

Park Hall Road Paddock May-24 Complete N/A 

Station Street Darlaston South May-24 Complete N/A 

Skip Lane Paddock May-24 Complete N/A 

Walstead Road Palfrey May-24 Complete N/A 

Temple Road Willenhall South May-24 Complete N/A 

Glastonbury Crescent Bloxwich West Jul-24 Complete N/A 

Green Lane Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Jul-24 Complete N/A 

Gwendoline Way Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Aug-24 Complete N/A 

The Green Aldridge Central & South Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Walker Road Blakenall Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Dryden Close Short Heath Sep-24 Complete N/A 



  

WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025 

Location Ward 
Questionnaire 

Received 

Investigation  

Status 

(Targeted)  

Completion 

Date 

Collingwood Drive Pheasey Park Farm Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Farmbridge Way Bentley & Darlaston North Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Grenville Close Bentley & Darlaston North Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Sandringham Avenue Willenhall North Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Bloxwich Road South Willenhall South Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Fibbersley Willenhall South Sep-24 Complete N/A 

The Hayes Short Heath Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Ford Street Pleck Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Cedar Drive Streetly Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Chester Road (Near Boundary Road) Streetly Sep-24 Complete N/A 

Broadway Paddock Sep-24 Complete N/A 

King Charles Avenue Bentley & Darlaston North Oct-24 Complete N/A 

Ablewell Street St Matthews Oct-24 Complete N/A 

Wednesbury Road Pleck Oct-24 Complete N/A 

New Mills Street Palfrey Oct-24 Complete N/A 

Boundary Road Streetly Oct-24 Complete N/A 

Calthorpe Road Paddock Oct-24 Complete N/A 

Lichfield Road (Near finger post) Pelsall Oct-24 Complete N/A 

Lichfield Road, Sandhills Brownhills Oct-24 Complete N/A 

Sutton Road Paddock Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Danesway Close Streetly Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Lake Avenue Paddock Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Stonehouse Avenue Willenhall South Nov-24 Complete N/A 



  

WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025 

Location Ward 
Questionnaire 

Received 

Investigation  

Status 

(Targeted)  

Completion 

Date 

W'hampton Road West (County Bridge) Willenhall South Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Birchtree Hollow Short Heath Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Barr Lakes Lane Pheasey Park Farm Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Michael Road Darlaston South Dec-24 Complete N/A 

Stencils Road Paddock Jan-25 Complete N/A 

Park Avenue Willenhall South Jan-25 Complete N/A 

A461 Lichfield Road - Navies Bridge Rushall - Shelfield Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Middlemore Lane West Aldridge Central & South Jan-25 Complete N/A 

Stafford Road Bloxwich West Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Aston Road Willenhall Jan-25 Complete N/A 

Bell Lane Bloxwich West Feb-25 Complete N/A 

Inglewood Road Streetly Mar-25 Complete N/A 

A461 Walsall Road (Nr Barons Court hotel) Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Nov-24 Complete N/A 

Aldridge Road (near Lindon Primary School) Streetly Apr-25 Complete N/A 

Erdington Road (near Foley Road West) Streetly Sep-25 Complete N/A 

Lichfield Road (near Tinman Island) Brownhills Jul-25 Complete N/A 

A461 Lichfield Road (near Borneo Street)   Aug-25 Complete N/A 

Chester Road (near Birch Lane)   Aug-25 Complete N/A 

Walsall Road Aldridge Central & South Sep-25 Complete N/A 

Allens Lane Pelsall Jun-25 Complete N/A 

Woodside Road Paddock Jul-25 Complete N/A 

St Johns Close Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Jul-25 Complete N/A 

Cedar Avenue Brownhills Jul-25 Complete N/A 



  

WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025 

Location Ward 
Questionnaire 

Received 

Investigation  

Status 

(Targeted)  

Completion 

Date 

Clayhanger Road Brownhills Aug-25 Complete N/A 

Bescot Drive Pleck Aug-25 Complete N/A 

Walstead Road/Bescot Crescent Palfrey Aug-25 Complete N/A 

A461 Lichfield Road (near Travis Perkins) Rushall - Shelfield Sep-25 Ordered Oct-25 

Somerfield Close Rushall - Shelfield Sep-25 Ordered Oct-25 

Bescot Crescent Palfrey Sep-25 Ordered Oct-25 

Wolverhampton Road (fingerpost Junction) Pelsall Sep-25 Ordered TBC 

 
 
 



Appendix C 
 

LLFA led Grant funded Scheme List         

         

Project Name 

Funding 

Stream National Project Number 

Scheme Delivery 

Year* Status 

Bloxwich Road Community Resilience Scheme FDGiA SNC501E/000A/237A 2024 Complete 

Valley Road, Blakenall Community Engagement FCRIP N/A 2025-2026 Ongoing 

Howdles Lane Community Engagement FCRIP N/A 2025-2026 Ongoing 

Edison Walk - Walsall PLR Scheme FDGiA SNC501E/000A/227A 2031 Feasibility Stage 

Larksmill Community Protection (Pelsall Wood) FDGiA SNC501E/000A/276A 2030 Feasibility Stage 

 *Subject to EA/ DEFRA grant funding allocation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Appendix D 
 

Highway Drainage Works Programme April 2024 to September 2025      

Location Ward Work Category  Status 

Upper Forster Street St Matthews Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

B4155 Lichfield Road/ Chase Road 

Junction 
Brownhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

The Parade Brownhills Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

A461 Lichfield Road 

(Sandhills) 
Brownhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Bloxwich Road Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

A452 Chester Road (Nr Wheats Nursery) Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Pooles Lane Short Heath Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete 

Lichfield Road Willenhall North Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Greaves Crescent Willenhall North Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Bescot Road/ Slaney Road Pleck Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Fibbersley Willenhall Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Chapel Lane/ Merlions Wood Paddock Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Green Lane, Walsall Wood Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Ditching Complete 

Gould Firm Lane- Hobbs Hole Lane Aldridge Central & South Highway Ditching Complete 

Pinfold Lane Pheasey Park Farm Highway Ditching Complete 

Walsall Wood Road Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Bloxwich Road South Willenhall South Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Ablewell Street St Matthews Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Fibbersley - Phase 2 Willenhall South Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Addenbrooke Street Leamore Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

     



  

Highway Drainage Works Programme April 2024 to September 2025  

Location Ward Work Category  Status 

Bosty Lane Aldridge Central & South Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

New Mills Street Palfrey  Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Wood Lane Pelsall Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete 

Lichfield Road, Pelsall  Pelsall Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Stafford Street Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Stafford Street/ Proffitt Street Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Freer Street St Matthews Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Vernon Avenue Brownhills Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Wolverhampton Road  Pelsall Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Middlemore Lane West Aldridge Central & South Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

A461 Lichfield Road (Nr Salters Road) Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

A452 Chester Road (Nr Boundary Rd) Streetly Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

The Hayes Short Heath Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

A461 Lichfield Road (Nr Barons Court) Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Vicarage Close Brownhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Inglewood Grove Streetly Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

M6 Jct 9 Gyratory & Bescot Road Pleck Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Queens Road Paddock Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

Victor Street Pelsall Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete 

Orchard Road Willenhall South Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Bloxwich Road Leamore Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete 

Stafford Road Bloxwich East Highway Ditching Complete 

Cedar Avenue Brownhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete 

Fishley Lane Bloxwich East Watercourse Trash Screen Maintenance Complete 



  

 

Highway Drainage Works Programme April 2024 to September 2025      

Location Ward Work Category  Status 

Doe Bank Lane Pheasey Park Farm Highway Ditching Complete 

Lewis Street/ Mary Street Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Improvement Complete 

A461 Lichfield Road (Navies Bridge) Rushall - Shelfield Flood Monitoring Equipment upgrade Works Ordered 

The Crescent Paddock Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Works Ordered 

Friezland Lane Brownhills Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Works Ordered 

Sneyd Lane Bloxwich West Highway Drainage Improvement Design Stage 

A452 Chester Road Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Culvert Improvement Works Design Stage 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Appendix E 
 
Land Drainage Schemes 2024-2025 

 

Location Ward Work Category  Status 

Oak Park Playing Fields Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Watercourse Maintenance Complete 

Anchor Meadow Playing Fields Aldridge Central & South Watercourse Maintenance Complete 

Leyland Farm Open Space Pelsall Watercourse Maintenance Complete 

Grenfell Road Allotments Bloxwich East Watercourse Maintenance Complete 

Delves Green Road Allotments Palfrey Watercourse Maintenance Complete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Appendix F 
 
Highway Drainage - Road Gully Cleansing Risk Categories and Cycle Lengths 
 

Category Risk Category Count Cycle Length  Annual Cleanse  

1 Non- WMBC Assets 360 Ad Hoc                           -    

2 Asset not within the adopted Highway Boundary 2,577 Ad Hoc                           -    

3 Asset Located within Local Flood Hotspot 752 Six-monthly 1,504                     

1,504  4 Assets within EA 100yr Flood Zone (USRN-Level) 12,117 Annual 12,117                   

12,117  5 Classified Road Network (A/B/C Roads) 2,907 Annual 2,907                     

2,907  6 Assets within District Centres (USRN-Level) 591 Annual 591                        

591  7 Assets Located within Unclassified Roads 50%+ Silt Last Inspection 17,876 Annual 17,876                   

17,876  8 Asset located within Unclassified Roads 0/25% Silt Last Inspection  1,050 Biennial 525                        

525    Total:      38,230                     35,520  

          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


