
Minutes of the Street Scene and Communities Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee held at Walsall Council House 
 
Monday, 19 January 2026 at 6.00p.m.  
 

Committee Members present: Councillor M Follows (Chair)  
Councillor S Cheema (Vice-Chair)  
Councillor L Harrison  
Councillor M Ward  

 Councillor J Whitehouse  
 
Portfolio Holders present: Councillor M. Bird – Leader of the Council  
  

Officers present: Dave Brown – Executive Director of Economy, 
Environment and Communities.  

 Katie Moreton – Director of Environment and 
Place Operations. 

 Matt Crowton – Group Manager for Transportation 
and Strategy. 

 Matt Powis – Senior Democratic Services Officer.  
 

40. Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Garcha, Larden, 
Margetts and Samra. 

 

41. Substitutions 
  
 There were no substitutions.     
 

42. Declarations of Interest and Party Whip  
 
 There were no declarations of interest or party whip.  
 

43. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 

 A copy of the minutes of the meeting held on the 18 November 2025 was 
submitted [annexed]. 
 
Resolved:  
That, the minutes of the previous meeting held on 18 November 2025 be 
approved as a true and accurate record.  
 



44. Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 (as amended) 
 

There were no items to be considered in private session.  
 

45. Road markings, 20mph zones and general road safety  
  

The Group Manager for Transportation and Strategy outlined the report on 
behalf of the Portfolio Holder, which provided an overview of the Council’s 
statutory responsibilities for road markings and associated road safety 
[annexed].  
 
The Council was obliged to provide a data-led, collaborative method with road 
safety programmes in order to reduce the number of those killed or serious 
injured (KSI). This data and supporting evidence were used to review and 
prioritise the borough’s road safety programmes, with annual evaluations by 
Cabinet following network-wide safety inspections. It was noted that higher-
risk defects and maintenance was prioritised especially with road markings 
and signage. In this respect, it was noted that highway signage was required 
to comply with the Department for Transport (DfT) regulations and must be 
within national standards to ensure safety and visibility.  
 
The Borough had 23 residential 20mph zones which had been implemented 
following an evidence-based approach and compliance with DfT guidance. 
The Council was committed to use 20mph zones effectively and sensibility 
when required in residential areas.  
 
Whilst the Council contributed to the road safety programme, majority of 
funding was supplied by the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) 
through a DfT Grant.  
 
A question and answer session took place and following on, the principal 
points from the ensuing discussion: 
 
- The West Midlands Road Safety Strategy aimed to reduce road related 

injuries by 40% by 2028.  
- The road safety programme was prioritised in accordance with the 

available budget. For 2025/26, this equated to a capital budget of £800k 
assigned to road safety projects with an additional £120k of Council capital 
funding for community safety programmes.  

- The Council had tended to focus on a small number of high impact 
interventions with a priority to tackle difficult locations in accordance with 
data prioritisation.  

- A Member sought clarification on the number of fatalities and injuries 
within the past year. In response, it was noted that a response would be 
provided in writing.  

- There were two road safety schemes, which included the Local Safety 
Scheme Programme prioritised high fatality locations and the Community 
Health and Safety Programme focused on a lower number of KSI incidents 
but were still a community concern.  



- Community health and safety programme allowed feedback from Elected 
Members on their specific road safety priorities which were a community 
concern. However, due to budgetary constraints, the Council was unable 
to priorities all community safety concerns.  

- There was a view that the Council tended to address highway issues only 
after they arose, rather than taking preventive measures. 

- The Council recognised that a West Midlands commitment to reduce road 
related injuries by 40% by 2028 was ambitious and required partnership 
working especially with WM Police.  

- The Council regularly carried out highway inspections on aspects of 
signage and road markings with most issues were highlighted by Elected 
Members and the public.  

- Frequency of road inspections depended on usage and classification of 
the road which was risk based. However, there had been a refresh road 
markings programme but there was a recognition that more work was 
required.  

- A discussion was held around the implementation of 20mph zones and the 
requirements from the DfT.  

- Enforcement of speed and red-light runners was under the responsibility of 
WM Police.  

- Average speed enforcement cameras were used on non-residential roads 
primarily.  

- Yellow box enforcement at specific locations was allowed in consultation 
with Police and the Council was reviewing the next round of moving traffic 
enforcement areas.  

- Following the most recent Government Budget announcement, the Council 
had not received any information regarding its DfT road safety strategy 
allocation. 

 
The Leader of the Council acknowledged the importance of the road safety 
programme but noted that improved traffic light coordination was still needed 
to enhance road safety in the Borough.   

 
Resolved: 
That, the number of fatalities and injuries occurred in the Borough 
within the last 12 months would be provided in writing.  

 
46. The Council’s Waste Strategy   
 

The Director of Environment and Place Operations outlined the Council’s 
Waste Strategy for 2025 – 2035 [annexed]. The strategy focused on ensuring 
the Council fulfilled its waste collection and disposal duties while supporting 
borough-wide goals for sustainability and carbon reduction in line with national 
legislative requirements. There was a focus on developing a cleaner, greener, 
and more sustainable by reducing waste, enhancing re-use and recycling 
initiatives, maximising resource recovery, and eliminating landfill usage by 
2035. The strategy also aligned with new national directives, including the 
implementation of weekly food-waste collections beginning in 2026. The 
introduction of modernised facilities such as the new Middlemore Lane 
Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) and collaborative ventures like 



Sherbourne Resource Park which would assist to increase recycling rates to 
65% by 2035 and further advance the borough's sustainability objectives, and 
its progress towards achieving carbon net zero status by 2041.  
 
Members noted the importance of a borough wide strategy as the local 
population was expected to exceed 300,000 by 2030, waste generation was 
expected to rise accordingly. 

 
It was noted that the strategy included an action plan to achieve the 
associated objectives: 
 
- Food‑waste service roll‑out. 
- Recycling performance improvements. 
- Compliance with Simpler Recycling legislation. 
- New infrastructure and technology adoption. 
- Targeted behaviour‑change campaigns. 

 
It was envisioned that the strategy would not only enable environmental 
benefits but would also achieve long-term financial savings via a reduced 
landfill tax, associated income generation and provide forums for resource 
reuse with a dedicated reuse shop.  
 
A question and answer session took place and following on, the principal 
points from the ensuing discussion: 
- The Borough's recycling rate was 32%, lower than the national average, 

and its per capita waste production was higher than statistical neighbours. 
- Education was an important aspect of waste management especially with 

residential waste collections. However, the Council would tag and leave 
contaminated bins in order to prevent wider load contamination and if 
necessary, powers to proceed with enforcement action against non-
compliant households.  

- There was a view that landlords were responsible for tenant non-
compliance with waste collection and disposal.  

- Sherbourne Recycling Limited project became operation in October 2024, 
and the Council was actively reviewing operations to grow, invest and 
ensure efficiency within the waste collection approach.  

- The Council was trying to improve and simplify recycling in Walsall. 
- A privately owned incinerator was under construction on Fryers Road and 

may provide an alternative landfill disposal once operational.  
- There was a view that the Council would beat the proposed 65% recycling 

rate before the 2035 target. 
- Fryers Road Waste Site would remain open when Middlemore Lane opens 

to the public. Cabinet was due to consider options for the redevelopment 
of the site to maintain HWRC provision on the Bloxwich side of the 
Borough.  

- There was a dedicated enforcement resource to target fly tipping within the 
Borough.  

- Further targeting education efforts were planned to address challenges 
with private rented landlords. 



- The Leader of the Council expressed a view that following the 
implementation of Article 4, there should be a planning requirement for 
landlords of HMOs to comply with the Council’s Waste Strategy.  

- There was a proposal to use temporary recycling centre provision during 
the development of the Fryer Road Waste Site. 

- Simpler Recycling across England would enable streamlined 
recycling/waste disposal options especially with a population that was 
transient and diverse.  

- A question was raised in respect of total household waste tonnage and 
whether the provided statistic included garden waste. In this regard, it was 
confirmed that a response would be provided in writing.  

- Fixed Penalty Notices were viewed as an appropriate deterrent for fly 
tipping and pavement rubbish.  

- Middlemore Lane Waste Site was built with additional resource capacity in 
preparation for increases with local population, development and changing 
waste trends.  

- There was a view that the Covid-19 Pandemic had impacted trends with 
waste disposal. 

 
Resolved: 
1. That, the Council’s Waste Strategy be noted.  
2. That, information on the total household waste tonnage and whether 

the provided statistics included garden waste would be provided in 
writing.  

 
 

47. Areas of focus – 2025/26 
 
 Members considered the areas of focus 2025/26.  
 
 Resolved 
 
 That the areas of focus were noted.  
 
48. Forward Plans 

 The Committee considered the forward plans. 
 
 Resolved: 

That the forward plans were noted. 
 

49. Recommendation Tracker  
 

 The Committee considered outstanding actions and recommendations 
included within the recommendation tracker.  

 
 Resolved: 

That the Recommendation Tracker be noted.  
 



50. Date of next meeting 
 

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7.05p.m. 
 
It was noted that the next meeting was due to take place on 3 February 2026. 

 
Signed: 

 
Date: 

 


