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Item 

 
 
Walking Bus Schemes 
 
 
Purpose 
 
To provide a progress report to the LNP. 
 
 
Report 
 
At the last meeting, the partnership welcomed a presentation by Pete Griffin on the 
initiatives at Park Hall Junior School to reduce the impact of the “school run”.  It was 
agreed that a workshop be arranged to identify similar schemes and encourage the 
establishment of new schemes in the partnership area. 
 
Pete Griffin and myself met with the Council’s Road Safety Officer during which it was 
agreed that the workshop to share best practice should take place after the publication 
of the school travel plan. 
 
The school travel plan is a government initiative, actively promoted by the Council, that 
encourages schools to produce a plan which can form the basis of an application for 
some grant funding from the Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions 
(DETR).  The plan should include a package of measures to reduce car use and 
improve safety, backed by a partnership involving the school, education and transport 
officers from the Council, the Police and health authority.  It is based on consultation 
with teachers, parents, pupils, governors and other local people. 
 
Plans, including the Park Hall school plan are currently being submitted to the DETR 
and the outcome should be announced next month. 
 
 
Relationship to the plan 
 
The approach taken to lessen the impact of the school run, including the use of a 
“walking bus” has a direct relationship to one of the key issues identified in the plan 
relating to road congestion and encouraging more “walking buses”. 
 
 
Vision 2008 
 
The partnership plans are based on the Vision’s identified themes.  The initiative 
particularly links to the following priorities: 
 



• Ensuring people are safe and secure (by reducing the number of cars) 
 
• Making Walsall a healthy and caring place (both children and adults will gain 

from the health benefits of exercise) 
 
• Making it easier for people to get around (by eliminating unnecessary car 

journeys and sensible parking) 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
The partnership are recommended to note the report. 
 
 
 
Contact 
 
Councillor Rose Martin 
 
 
 


