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Walsall Councll

Cabinet — Wednesday 15 October 2025

DECISIONS - PART | - PUBLIC SESSION

PUBLISHED ON FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 2025: Decisions set out below cannot
be implemented until 5 clear working days after publication of this notice
which is MONDAY 27 OCTOBER 2025.

Item Decision
1. Apologies Clir Flint.
2. Minutes The minutes of 24 September 2025 were approved as a correct

and accurate record.

3. Declarations of
Interest

None received.

4. Local Government

(Access to
Information) Act

Resolved that the public be excluded during consideration of the
items in the private session.

5. Petitions

None received.

6. Questions

None received.

7. Forward plan

That the forward plan be noted.

8. Performance
Management
Framework

That Cabinet approve the use of the Performance Management
Framework for all services.

9. Corporate
Financial
Performance 2025/26

That Cabinet:

1. Note the forecast revenue spend above budget of £2.54m,
and the management actions being taken to address this
position and note that there are additionally high risks of
£4.52m to the revenue forecast identified within services as
set out in Appendix 1. These risks are actively being
monitored and action is being taken to reduce / eliminate
them where possible.

2. Note the progress on savings approved for 2025/26 as
detailed in section 4.11 to 4.14 within the report.




. Approve alternative savings proposals, as outlined in

section 4.15, for those savings included in the 2025/26
budget that cannot be realised as originally planned.

. Note the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) financial position

as detailed in section 4.16 to 4.18.

. Approve the award of a contract extension, from 1

November 2025 to 31 March 2026, to support the delivery
of the One Source platform and infrastructure
improvements as set out in section 4.31 to 4.33.

. Approve the write-off of debt as detailed in section 4.34.

. Approve amendments to the capital programme as set out

in section 4.19 including the rephasing of capital programme
to 2026/27 at Appendix 6.

. Note that the capital programme is predicted to be

underspent by £508k after reprofiling of £23.79m to future
years and that the in-year underspend will be carried
forward to fund projects in 2026/27 subject to approval and
final outturn position.

. Approve the acceptance of the grant agreement from DfE to

support the development of a new children’s home as
detailed in section 4.21 to 4.23.

10. Note financial health indicator performance set out in

sections 4.24 to 4.27and Appendix 7 and the prudential
indicators set out in section 4.28 to 4.30 and Appendix 8.

10. Draft Revenue
Budget and Draft
Capital Programme
2026/27 to 2029/30

. That Cabinet note the current uncertainties in core funding

and the impact of growth and demand pressures as set out
in Appendix 2; a further update on the balanced 2026/27
budget and medium-term plans will be provided to Cabinet
in January 2026.

. That Cabinet note and endorse the operational saving

proposals for 2026/27 to 2029/30 in Appendix 1 and
instruct officers to implement these under officer
delegations, subject to any required consultation, equality
and health impact assessments and any changes arising
as a result of the latter two.

. That Cabinet approve as the basis for consultation the

capital programme for 2026/27 to 2029/30 as presented in
Appendix 3 and 4.

. That Cabinet refer the report to the relevant Scrutiny

Committees to enable the comments of the Committees to
be considered by Cabinet as part of the budget process.




11. The Walsall
Borough Local Plan—
Consultation on the
Draft (Regulation 18)
Plan

1.

That Cabinet approve the draft (Regulation 18) Walsall
Borough Local Plan (WBLP) (Appendix A), draft Walsall
Borough Local Plan Policies Map (Appendix B) and Walsall
town centre inset plan (Appendix C), together with the
publication of relevant supporting evidence, for
consultation.

That authority be delegated to the Executive Director for
Economy, Environment & Communities to make any non-
substantive changes considered necessary to the draft
WBLP and associated and supporting information prior to
the commencement of the consultation.

That authority be delegated authority to the Executive
Director for Economy, Environment & Communities in
consultation with the Statutory Deputy Leader to agree the
arrangements for a minimum six-week consultation period,
commencing in November 2025.

12. Town Deal Adult
Learning Centre
Project

The decision was taken in the private session following
consideration of exempt information (see agenda item 18).

13. Electric Vehicle
Charge Point
Infrastructure
Programme

The decision was taken in the private session following
consideration of exempt information (see agenda item 19).

14. Consultation on
Proposed High
Needs Funding
Formula

That Cabinet:

1.

Approve the principles underpinning the re-evaluation of
existing High Needs top-up rates for mainstream schools.

Approve the commencement of formal consultation with
schools on the proposed revised rates, to be undertaken in
November 2025.

Agree that a further report will be brought to Schools
Forum in January 2026 and to Cabinet in February 2026,
setting out the consultation outcomes and a final funding
formula for implementation from 1 April 2026.

15. Proposed
Mainstream Schools
Local Funding
Formula 2026/27

. That Cabinet note that the recommendation for the basis of

the local mainstream schools funding formula for 2026/27
is to continue to replicate the NFF rates in line with the full
consultation exercise undertaken in 2022 and the
endorsement of Schools Forum and approval of Cabinet
following that in December 2022.

That Cabinet note that, once the Dedicated Schools Grant
(DSG) allocations for 2026/27 have been issued in
December 2025, a further report will be presented to
Schools Forum at their meeting in January 2026 confirming
the final allocation and funding factor values.




That Cabinet delegate authority to the Director of
Children’s Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder
for Education and Skills to amend the formula in line with
Department for Education (DfE) requirements and to
comply with relevant funding regulations for the 2026/27
Schools Local Funding Formula.

16. Contract Award
for the Integrated
Sexual Health
Service and the
Healthy Child
Programme 0-19

. That Cabinet approve, following the public sector Provider

Selection Regime Process A, a direct award for Integrated
Sexual and Reproductive Health services to Walsall
Healthcare NHS Trust commencing on 1 April 2026 for an
initial 5 year contract term, plus 2 years, plus 2 years, plus
1 year, until 31 March 2036.

That Cabinet approve, following the public sector Provider
Selection Regime Process A, a direct award for the
Healthy Child Programme 0-19 to Walsall Healthcare NHS
Trust commencing on 1 April 2026 for an initial 5 year
contract term, plus 2 years, plus 2 years, plus 1 year, until
31 March 2036.

That Cabinet delegate responsibility to the Director of
Public Health in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for
Culture, Health and Wellbeing to terminate either contract
if the service delivery is contractually non-compliant, and to
approve extension periods within the maximum contract
term outlined above.

17. Call-in: Improving
SEND Adult Provision
for the Borough of
Walsall - Disposal of
a council-owned
building on Littleton
Street West

That:

. the recommendations of scrutiny be noted;

and;

the Cabinet decision taken on 24 September 2025 be
confirmed and implemented.

DECISIONS - PART Il - PRIVATE SESSION

The following is a public summary of the decisions taken in the private session.

Item

Decision

18. Town Deal Adult
Learning Centre
Project

1.

That Cabinet agrees to:

a. reallocate £909,000 of Town Deal budget from the
Advanced Electric Vehicle Technology Centre project to
the Adult Learning Centre project;




2.

b. allocate a further £700,000, in addition to the £1,645,999

approved by Cabinet on 22 March 2023, reflecting the
increased value of the Hawbush site by this date and in
the event that the land receipt assumed does not
materialise, to underwrite this amount;

c. the allocation of £2,415,000 Community Regeneration

Partnership funding to support the cost of a new SEND
facility on the College’s Wisemore Campus instead of a
£1,250,000 council contribution towards a SLDD
provision; and

d. the virement of surplus budget of £261,111 from the

Connected Gateway project to Adult Learning Centre
project.

That authority be delegated to the Section 151 officer in
consultation with the Executive Director, Environment,
Housing and Growth and the Statutory Deputy Leader —
Prosperous Places & Investment to approve any
amendments to the outline business case (as contained in
the private session) following receipt of the external
independent appraisal.

19. Electric Vehicle
Charge Point
Infrastructure
Programme

That Cabinet:

1.

Approve the procurement of a concession contract for the
installation and management of electric vehicle charge-
points using the Electrical Vehicle Charging Points &
Associated Solutions framework.

Approve the award of a 15-year concession contract to a
single supplier, providing exclusivity for installations in
Council-owned car parks and a non-exclusive agreement
for on-highway locations.

Delegates authority to the Executive Director for
Environment, Housing & Growth, in consultation with the
Portfolio Holder for Prosperous Places & Investment, to
award and enter into the contract.

Note that the Council will receive an agreed percentage of
gross revenue generated from electricity sales.

Note that all installation, maintenance, and operational
responsibilities will be fulfilled by the private sector partner,
with no direct cost to the Council.

20. West Midlands
Safe Centre

. That Cabinet note the need for secure welfare provision for

vulnerable children in the West Midlands, as set out in the
business case that has been submitted to the DfE, and that
this will benefit Walsall children and therefore supporting
the region to achieve this will provide longer term benefits
to our council.




2. That Cabinet note the request for the establishment of a
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) as set out in the business
case.

3. That Cabinet agree for Walsall Council to continue to work
with colleagues regionally to resolve some critical issues
ahead of becoming part of a formal partnership with other
local authorities in the West Midlands.

4. That Cabinet agree to the terms of the business case in
principle ahead of these issues being resolved and
delegates authority to the Executive Director for Children’s
Services in consultation with the Chief Executive and the
Portfolio Holder for Children, Families and Lifelong
Learning to join the SPV.

5. That authority be delegated to the Executive Director
Children’s Services to enter into any required agreements
and contracts and authorise the sealing or signing of any
associated contracts, deeds or other related documents.

6. That authority be delegated to the Executive Director of
Children’s Services, to authorise any variations to the
contractual arrangements or other related documents for
such services should this be required throughout the
duration of the term of any contracts and provided they are
in line with the Council’'s Contract Rules and any relevant
legislation, including Public Contract Regulations.

7. That Cabinet note that further reports providing updates on
this would be forthcoming.

21. Call-in: Improving
SEND Adult Provision
for the Borough of
Walsall - Disposal of
a council-owned
building on Littleton
Street West

Decision to confirm the previous decision taken by Cabinet on 24
September 2025, was taken in the public session (see agenda
item 17).




