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Cabinet  
 
Wednesday 19 March 2025 
 
Minutes of the meeting held in Conference Room 2 at the Council House, 
Lichfield Street, Walsall at 6pm. 
 

Present 
Councillor Perry   Leader of the Council 
Councillor Andrew Associate Leader – Economic Growth and 

Regeneration 
Councillor M. Statham  Deputy Leader – Finance 
Councillor Elson   Children and Young People 
Councillor Flint   Health and Wellbeing 
Councillor Garcha   Resident Access and Housing Support 
Councillor Kaur   Education and Skills 
Councillor Lee   Internal Services 
Councillor Pedley   Adult Social Care 
 

In attendance 
E. Bennett Chief Executive 
K. Allward  Executive Director – Adult Social Care 
D. Brown  Executive Director – Economy, Environment and Communities 
J. Greenhalgh Executive Director – Resources and Transformation 
C. Male  Executive Director – Children’s Services 
S. Portman Head of Law 
C. Goodall Principal Democratic Services Officer 
E. Cook   Democratic Services Officer 
 
 

Part 1 – Public Session 
 

4346 Welcome 
 

Councillor Perry opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and explaining that 
the Cabinet was meeting that evening in person and that the agenda and reports 
for this meeting were available on the Council’s website. He explained that voting 
would be by way of a show of hands which would be witnessed and recorded by 
the Democratic Services officer in attendance.  
 

 
4347 Apologies 

 
Apologies were received from Councillor Murphy. 

  
 

4348 Minutes 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2025 were submitted. 
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Resolved  

That the minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2025, a copy having 
been sent to each member of the Cabinet, be approved and signed as a 
correct record.  

 
 

4349 Declarations of interest 
 
No declarations of interest were received. 

 
 
4350 Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 
 

Resolved  
  

That the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
items set out in the private part of the agenda for the reasons set out 
therein and Section 100A of the Local Government Act, 1972 

 
 

4351 Petitions 
 

No petitions were received. 
 
 

4352 Questions 
 

No questions were received. 
 
 

4353 Forward Plan 
 

The forward plan as of February 2025 was submitted: 
 

(annexed) 
 

Resolved  
 
That the forward plan be noted. 

 

 

4354 Warm Homes Local Grant (WHLG) Housing Retro-fit – Appointment of 
Contractor 
 
Councillor Andrew introduced a report which sought to use Warm Homes Local 
Grant (WHLG) funding to improve the energy efficiency of dwellings in the 
borough and help tackle fuel poverty and domestic carbon emissions. 
 
(annexed) 
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It was moved by Councillor Andrew and seconded by Councillor Flint and it 
was; 

 
Resolved (unanimously) 

 
1. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director of Resources 

& Transformation to enter a contract with the successful contractor for 
Energy Efficiency Works to homes in Walsall, for a maximum period of 
3 years or by March 2028. 
 

2. The anticipated value of the contract over the 3-year period is estimated 
at £2,385,928 including VAT where applicable after deduction of 
administration and ancillary (A&A) costs. These costs refer to the use 
of the Grant to fund administrative costs and ancillary works to support 
the delivery. 
 

3. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director of Resources 
& Transformation to sign the relevant agreements with the Framework 
provider and successful contractor on behalf of the Council and to 
subsequently authorise signing of any associated contracts, deeds, or 
other related documents. 
 

4. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director of Resources 
and Transformation, to authorise any variations to the contractual 
arrangements or other related documents for such services should this 
be required throughout the duration of the term of any contracts and 
provided they are in line with the Council’s Contract Rules and any 
relevant legislation, including Public Contract Regulations 2015. 

 
 

4355 West Midlands Local Transport Plan Settlement and Transport Capital 
Programme 2025/26 
 
Councillor Andrew introduced a report which sought to enable the delivery of a 
programme of transport capital projects in 2025/26. 
 
(annexed) 
 
It was moved by Councillor Andrew and seconded by Councillor Perry and it 
was; 

 
Resolved (unanimously) 

 
1. That Cabinet approve the Walsall Council Transport Capital Programme 

2025/26 funding of £6.528m as set out at Table 2 in Section 4 of this 
report. 

 
2. That Cabinet approve the utilisation of the Local Network Improvement 

Plan element of the grant funding for 2025/26 (£1.563m) as described in 
paragraphs 4.41 and 4.42 of this report and Appendices A to F, 
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including the provisional allocation of carry forward from 2024/25 to the 
2025/26 programme. 

 
3. That Cabinet approve the utilisation of the Promotion of Community 

Health and Safety – council capital funding for 2025/26 (£0.12m) as set 
out in Appendix A, including the provisional allocation of carry forward 
from 2024/25 to the 2025/26 programme. 

 
4. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy, 

Environment & Communities, in consultation with the Cabinet Member 
for Regeneration, to manage any required changes to the 2025/26 Local 
Network Improvement Plan and Promotion of Community Health and 
Safety capital programme, including amending individual scheme 
budgets (within the overall programme budget); adding new projects 
(to replace or part-replace other projects that can no longer be 
delivered); and managing carry forward, to maximise the use of the 
grant. 

 

5. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy, 
Environment & Communities, in consultation with the Cabinet Member 
for Regeneration, to negotiate on its behalf with the West Midlands 
Combined Authority and government departments to maximise the 
values of future financial resources allocated to the council in pursuit 
of its transport priorities, including signing relevant agreements and 
contracts for schemes which are approved within the Walsall LNIP 
transport capital programme 2025/26. 

 
 

4356 Proposed High Needs Local Funding Formula 2025/26 
 
Councillor Kaur introduced a report which sought to provide support for children 
with additional needs across the Borough and ensure the council fulfilled its 
statutory duties under the Children and Families Act 2014 and the Education Act 
1996. 
 
(annexed) 

 
It was moved by Councillor Kaur and seconded by Councillor Perry and it was; 

 
Resolved (unanimously) 

 
That Cabinet approve the proposed Local High Needs Funding Formula for 
2025/26 as set out in Appendix A. 

 
 

4357 Public Sector Equality Duty – Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Annual 
Report 2024/25  
 
Councillor Lee introduced a report which sought approval for the draft Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion Annual report, in compliance with the requirements of the 
Public Sector Equality Duty. 
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(annexed) 
 

It was moved by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor Garcha and it was; 
 

Resolved (unanimously) 
 

1. That Cabinet approve the Council’s Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion 
Annual report. 
 

2. That Cabinet note the successes and future plans to strengthen 
equality and diversity highlighted in the Annual Report. 

 
 

4358 Provision of Adults’ and Children’s Social Care Management System  
 
Councillor Pedley introduced a report which sought approval to enter into a 
contract for the provision of an electronic case management system. 
 
(annexed) 

 
It was moved by Councillor Pedley and seconded by Councillor Elson and it 
was; 

 
Resolved (unanimously) 

 
1. That Cabinet approve the award of a contract for the period 01 August 

2025 to 31 July 2030, with an anticipated value in the region of £1.4m to 
Access UK Limited, for the continued provision of the Council’s 
existing case management system for Adult Social Care and Children’s 
Services.  

2. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director Adult Social 
Care and Public Health, to enter into a contract and subsequently to 
authorise the sealing or signing of any associated contracts, deeds or 
other related documents.  

3. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director Adult Social 
Care and Public Health, to authorise any variations to the contractual 
arrangements or other related documents for such services should this 
be required throughout the duration of the any contracts and provided 
that they are in accordance with the Council’s Contract Rules and any 
relevant legislation, including the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 
and the Procurement Act 2023, as applicable.   

 
 

4359 Feedback from the Education Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding 
implications of funding changes on the Employment and Skills service 
 
Councillor Kaur introduced a report which provided feedback, including 
recommendations to Cabinet, from the Education Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee regarding implications of funding changes on the Employment and 
Skills service. 
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(annexed) 

 
Resolved (by assent) 

 
 That Cabinet note that further UK Shared Prosperity Funding had been 
awarded to the Council and that part of this funding was expected to be 
allocated to the Employment and Skills Team by Cabinet in April 2025. 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 6:23pm. 
 
 
Chair: 
 
 
Date: 
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