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Barr Beacon

Purpose

The Chairman has requested this report in order to seek the support of the partnership
for an initiative to showcase Barr Beacon and to receive the views and suggestions of
the partnership accordingly.

Report

The Chairman is keen for the partnership to take advantage of a real opportunity to
promote Barr Beacon for the community and as a tourist/event site, particularly as part
of the Black Country study has identified Barr Beacon as a major tourist attraction.

In order for a co-ordinated and realistic improvement plan and spend programme to be
produced, there are a number of complex issues that will need to be addressed. The
plan will therefore need to show a staged approach by identifying short, medium and
long term goals. There will be a need to also ensure there are links to the Council’s
own priorities and those of partner organisations

Resources are being identified which include the possibility of attracting external
funding, for example from heritage organisations, landfill tax and Groundwork Black
Country. The Cabinet has recently allocated LNPs a one-off sum to support the
projects identified in the partnership plans and a report to the next meeting will explain
how the allocation can be accessed. In addition, it is expected that LNP partnership
plans will feed into the Council’s mainstream service planning process and will therefore
influence mainstream spend.

The Council’s legal services is also investigating the possibility of reactivating the Barr
Beacon Trust which has not met for some time and which may provide additional
maintenance funds.

Next steps

There are a number of service areas across the Council who are either already involved
or will need to be involved in preparing a plan together with external partners,
community organisations and other bodies. An initial meeting will be arranged between
relevant persons and a detailed report will be submitted to the next meeting.



In the meantime, there are some actions which can be organised straight away such as
the “Summer clean up” which was postponed from last year until the barriers had been
erected.

Relationship to the plan

The initiative has a direct relationship to the Pheasey and Paddock partnership plan and
the priorities identified by the Environment theme group.

Vision 2008

The partnership plans are based on the Vision's identified themes. This initiative
particularly links to the following specific priorities:

Ensure a clean green Borough
Encourage everyone to feel proud of Walsall
Listen to what people want

Recommendations

The views of the partnership are requested.
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Vicky Crowshaw, Support Officer
Tel. 01922 652349



