
 

 

Minutes of the Licensing and Safety Committee held in a 
Committee Room at the Council House, Walsall. 
 
9 July 2025 
 
Committee Members present: 
Councillor N. Gandham (Chair) 
Councillor G. Ali (Vice-Chair) 
Councillor B. Bains 
Councillor S.J. Cooper 
Councillor P. Gill 
Councillor K. Hussain 
Councillor K. Mehmi 
Councillor A. Parkes 
Councillor M. Ward 
 
Officers Present: 
Mr P. Gordon, Director Resilient Communities. 
Mr D. Elrington, Head of Community Safety and Enforcement 
Mr S. Alom, Team Leader, Licensing 
Ms P. Myers, Consultant in Public Health 
Mrs H. Owen, Democratic Services Officer 
 

071 Welcome 
Councillor Gandham welcomed everyone to the meeting and confirmed that a 
quorum had been established.  He said that voting would be by way of a show 
of hands which would be witnessed and recorded by the Democratic Services 
Officer in attendance. 

072 Apologies 
 
Councillor C. Bott. 

073 Substitutions 
 
None 
 

074 Minutes 
 

A copy of the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2025 was submitted: 
 
(see annexed) 
 
Resolved 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2025 be approved and 
signed by the Chair as a correct record. 



 

 

075 Declarations of Interest  
 
Councillor Nawaz reminded the committee that he had a standing declaration 
of interest as he was a licensed taxi driver. 

 

076 Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 (as amended) 
 
There were no items for discussion in the Private Session of the agenda. 
 

077 Tobacco and Vapes Bill 2024. 

A report was presented which provided information for the committee on the 
key provisions of the Bill including the introduction of a licensing scheme: 

 
(see annexed) 
 
Members discussed the report and in particular, how this would impact the 
licensing service in terms of resources.  The Director, Resilient Communities, 
Mr P. Gordon explained that this would be an additional burden and there 
would be no extra funding for this from government however, the detail of the 
licensing scheme was not yet known, including the level of fees to cover the 
cost of the function as all licensing functions had to be self-financing and 
nonprofit making.  He assured members that a risk assessment was being 
undertaken to quantify the size of the task. 
 
In response to a question from the Chair, the Head of Community Safety and 
Enforcement, Mr D. Elrington said that the Trading Standards team would 
work closely with the Licensing and Public Health teams to implement the 
provisions of the new legislation which he said would help to strengthen the 
Council’s public protection powers.  He said that in the meantime, Trading 
Standards officers would visit existing retailers to gather intelligence to inform 
a presentation to the Committee on the likely scale of the task. 
 
Mr Elrington went on to explain the work already being done to implement the 
disposable vape ban and how the service used specialist dog training 
companies to assist operations. 
 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the report be noted. 

 
 
078 Vehicle Registration Plates – Ghost Plates. 
 

A report was presented which informed members of the current challenges 
being faced nationally with the increased prevalence of specialised vehicle 
registration plates, referred to as Ghost, Shadow or Phantom plates, designed 



 

 

to evade detection by number plate recognition and traffic enforcement 
cameras.  

 
(see annexed) 
 
The Licensing Team Leader, Mr S. Alom showed DVSA videos of the 
specialised plates and how the owners evaded detection.  He said that there 
was a marked increase in the number of companies providing these plates. 
Members discussed the issue, and particularly the need to ensure that data 
was shared given the number of taxi licenses issued by Wolverhampton which 
operated in Walsall.  The potential new technologies which could be 
employed to identify such plates was also briefly discussed.  
 
Mr Alom assured members that the Council, in conjunction with the police and 
DVSA regularly carried out random enforcement exercises and would 
continue to do so. 
 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the report be noted. 

 
 
079 Sefton vs Uber VAT Case 
 

The Licensing Team Leader, Mr S. Alom presented a report which outlined a 
legal dispute between Sefton Council and Uber regarding the charging of VAT 
on its fares. 
 
(see annexed) 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the report be noted. 
 

080 UEFA Women’s European Championships 2025 – Extension of 
Licensing hours. 

 
The Licensing Team Leader, Mr S. Alom presented a report which informed 
members of change in licensing hours to enable licensed premises to stay 
open until 01.00am if England or Wales reached the semi-final and/or the final 
of the championships on those specified days. 
 
(see annexed) 
 
Resolved 
 
That the report be noted. 

 



 

 

081 Work Programme 
 

The Director of Resilient Communities, Mr P. Gordon presented the proposed 
work programme for the committee for the ensuing municipal year.  He said 
that in addition to the items on the programme, it was intended to provide 
more detailed briefings to members on specific matters outside formal 
meetings to aid understanding and current learning on the subject matter.  Ms 
P. Myers, Consultant in Public Health advised members that one of the first 
briefings would be around the impact of gambling, including on-line gambling. 

 
The chair thanked Mr Gordon.  The Chair and members welcomed the new 
work programme. 
 
 

082 Date of next meeting 
 
 It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 17 September 2025 
 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7.15 p.m. 
 
 

 
Signed: 

 
Date: 


