Agenda Item
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Recommendations from Scrutiny Overview Committee regarding Gaza

Portfolio: Councillor Bird, Leader of the Council
Wards: All
Key decision: N/A

Forward plan: N/A

1. Aim
To receive a recommendation from the Scrutiny Overview Committee on 12 May
2025.

2, Recommendations

That Cabinet considers the recommendation of the Scrutiny Overview
Committee.

3. Report detail — know

During its session on 12 May 2025, the Scrutiny Overview Committee reviewed a
petition concerning Gaza.

The Lead Petitioner commenced his presentation which requested the Council to
call for an immediate permanent ceasefire, ending all provision/sales of arms to
Israel, including suspension of arms export licences and end to the occupation of
Palestine. He emphasised that the petition was created due to actions taken over
the past 19 months concerning the Israel/Palestine conflict. The petition
requested the Council explicitly call for the suspension of arms and the cessation
of genocide, urging the UK to revisit its approach and align with the UN
resolution. This resolution advocated for the recognition of a Palestinian state,
the return of land, and the right of return for all refugees, as established in 1974.
The ongoing genocide in Israel needed be addressed urgently, which had
persisted since the beginning of the war, and the unlawful actions taken for clear
political and military gains.

A question and answer session ensued with the Leader of the Council and
Supporting Petitioners providing responses. There was a debate that a long-term
peaceful resolution was urgently needed for the Israel-Palestine conflict, which
remained a complex and critical issue It was felt that the UK Government should
be urged to uphold international law and formally recognise a Palestinian state,
amid concerns that UK-manufactured ammunition may have been used in the
conflict. Since the Council's original motion, the death toll had risen significantly,
with over 61,000 civilians, including children, reported killed and more than
12,000 injured. Additionally, around 80% of Gaza’s buildings, including essential



infrastructure, had been destroyed. A motion was presented to the Committee
which aligned with the recommendations in the petition. Consequently, the
Committee passed the following resolution:

Resolved:

That, the Chair of the Committee and the Cabinet write to the Secretary of
State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs to outline the
following points:

1. That, there should be an immediate permanent ceasefire.

2. That, all provision and sales of arms to Israel, including arms export
licenses end.

3. That, the Government revisit the position to recognise a Palestinian
State on pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem as the Capital, as set out
by United Nation Resolutions and that occupation of Palestine comes
to an end.

4, Decide

The recommendations of the Committee are set out and the Cabinet could choose
to:

1. Accept the recommendations as set out;
2. Reject the recommendations; and/or
3. Choose to receive a report in more depth at a future Cabinet meeting.

5. Respond

Following the decision of Cabinet, the relevant Scrutiny Committee will be advised
of the outcome of their recommendation.

6. Review

Subject to the decision of Cabinet, further reports at the relevant Scrutiny
Committee or Cabinet meetings may be required.

Background papers

None
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