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Agenda Item No. 
 

WALSALL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

REPORT OF HEAD OF PUBLIC PROTECTION TO 
 

LICENSING AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

26TH JULY 2006 
 

CONSULTATION ON THE DRAFT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 
 

GAMBLING ACT 2005 
 

1.0 Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to inform the Committee about the scope of 

the consultation Walsall MBC will be undertaking in accordance with the 
requirements of the Gambling Act 2005. 

 
2.0 Recommendation 
 
2.1 The Committee is asked to note the report. 
 
3.0 Legal Implications 
 
3.1 Gambling Act 2005. 
 
4.0 Financial Implications 
 
4.1 The Secretary of State will set the fees centrally.  The fees will fully cover 

all the costs of the Local Authority, in implementing the new licensing 
regime, including consulting on and establishing the ‘statement of policy’ 
which the Local Authority is required to produce every three years, 
following guidelines laid down by the Gambling Commission. 

 
4.2 It is proposed that the top twenty five performing Councils will be able to 

set their fees themselves (up to a set maximum). 
 

4.3 There are reserve powers allowing the Secretary of State to raise a levy 
on licensees for the research into the social consequences of gambling, in 
particular programme gambling.  This money would be paid to, and 
controlled by, the Gambling Commission. 
 
 

5.0  Equal Opportunities Implications 
 
5.1 None. 
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6.0 Environmental Impact 
 
6.1 None. 
 
7.0 Other Policy Implications 
 
7.1 None. 
 
8.0 Background 
 
8.1 The Gambling Act 2005 received Royal Assent on 7th April 2005.  It puts in 

place a comprehensive new framework for the regulation of gambling.  
Gambling is defined as ‘playing a game of chance for a prize.’  The Act 
has the following stated objectives: 

  
•  Protecting children and other vulnerable people from being 

harmed or exploited by gambling. 
 

•  Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, 
being associated with crime or disorder, or being used to support 
crime. 
 

•  Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way. 
 
8.2 The Act places a duty on the Local Authority to determine its statement of 

policy with respect to the exercise of its functions, and publish that policy 
before it starts the exercise of those functions.  The Gambling 
Commission will produce a ‘Statement of Principles for licensing and 
regulation’, codes of practice and guidance for Local Authorities. 

 
8.3 The Local Authority must keep a publicly available register of licenses 

issued.  They will be jointly responsible with the Gambling Commission for 
inspection and monitoring of licensed premises. 
 

9.0 The Consultation Process 
 
9.1 Consultation begins on Wednesday 26th July 2006.  The draft Statement 

of Principles being sent out to those required by section 349(3) of the 
Gambling Act 2005, i.e.  

  
(a) The Chief Officer of police 
(b) One or more persons who appear to the authority to represent 

the interests of persons carrying on gambling businesses in 
the authority’s area, and 

(c) One or more persons who appear to the authority to represent 
the interests of persons who are likely to be affected by the 
exercise of the authority’s functions under the Act. 
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9.2 Because of the significant changes which may potentially affect everyone 
in the Borough, copies of the draft policy have been sent out to Licensing 
Solicitors; Walsall Primary Care Trust, Walsall Area Child Protection 
Committee, Walsall Social Services and many others, including Trade 
Associations. 

 
9.3 The draft statement of principles will be placed on the Council’s web site 

and Committee Information System (CMIS) from today. 
 
9.4 Posters advertising the consultation exercise, with details of where the 

draft Statement of Principles could be obtained, will be sent to the 
libraries, Leisure Centres, Community Centres and Arts Centres 
throughout the Borough. 

 
9.5 It is intended that personal presentations and discussion meetings will be 

held, during the consultation period, for various groups who may express 
an interest in attending such a meeting. 

 
9.6 The consultation exercise was officially launched by way of a press 

release.  Including comments by the Chairman of the Licensing and 
Safety Committee, in order to give the maximum amount of publicity as 
possible to the event. 

 
9.7 Members who wish to obtain a hard copy of the draft Statement of 

Principles can do so by contacting the Licensing Officer (details below) or 
Members may wish to view the document on the Council’s website 
www.walsall.gov.uk, or CMIS available via Walsall MBC intranet. 

 
 
 
 

Judith Sunley, 
Head of Public Protection 

 
Background Papers    Published Documents  
 
Contact Officer              Dave Brookhouse     Extn. 3583 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


