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Collective Worship: An overview of Collective Worship, SACRE’s
responsibilities and some existing guidance available

Included in this document is the relevant information on Collective Worship
contained withing the NASACRE handbook (included).

SACRE Handbook

What should | know about collective worship?
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Schools are required to provide a daily act of collective worship, the majority of which
would be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’. This means that it
‘reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief without being distinctive of any
particular Christian denomination’. It does not mean it has to be exclusively
Christian. It must, however, be educational and appropriate to the age, aptitude and
family background of pupils. When done well, collective worship provides an
excellent opportunity for schools to contribute to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural (SMSC) development and to the ethos of the school community.

In relation to collective worship, SACREs should:

* receive inspection reports, noting any references to the quality of collective
worship in the context of pupils’ SMSC development, including Fundamental British
Values

» monitor the quality of provision where possible and share good practice

» offer advice to headteachers and governing bodies, including where there may be
difficulties.

Many SACREs produce their own advice and guidance on collective worship. The
SACRE may also provide training for teachers, headteachers and governors or other
people who are involved in leading collective worship in school as visitors.

What should | know about determinations?

Schools apply for a determination if they feel that the proportion of collective worship
which reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief as required by law is not



appropriate for their pupils. That does not mean they do not have to offer collective
worship at all.

The determination procedure allows this requirement to be lifted in respect of some
or all pupils in a school. They are called determinations because SACRE
‘determines’ whether the case being made in an application to modify the law for all,
or a group of, pupils in a school is appropriate.

Applications for determinations are made to the SACRE by the headteacher of any
community school after consultation with the school’s governing body.

Determinations are only possible for schools that do not have a religious character.
Many SACREs have an agreed process to enable such an application to take place.
The SACRE should review each determination every five years.

Parent/Carer rights

Parents/carers have the right, on conscience grounds, to withdraw their children, in
any school, from all or any part of RE and collective worship. Sixth form students
aged 18 may withdraw themselves from collective worship.

A SACRE must:
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* Advise the LA on matters relating to collective worship, either in response to a
referral from the LA, or as the SACRE sees fit

» consider applications from a headteacher that the school be allowed to modify the
‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’ requirement for collective worship.
This is known as a determination.

What else can a SACRE do?

SACRE’s role is to support good RE and collective worship within its schools by:

* giving advice on ways of teaching the Agreed Syllabus, including the choice of
teaching materials

» monitoring schools’ provision for RE and collective worship as well as pupils’
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (SMSC)

* advising the LA on the provision of RE training for teachers

« considering complaints referred by the LA about the provision and delivery of
religious education or collective worship.

Requirements of different school types
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SECTION 3: Religious education and collective worship

Community/maintained
schools

is taught according to the local
authority’s agreed syllabus and comes
within SACRE’s remit.

follows the 1996 Education Act and is
‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian
character’.

Voluntary controlled
(VC) schools

is taught according to the local
authority’s agreed syllabus and comes
within SACRE’s remit.z

reflects the religious character of the
school.

Voluntary aided (VA)
schools

is determined by the governors in
accordance with the trust deed and
reflects the religious character of the
school.1

reflects the religious character of the
school.

Foundation schools
without a religious
character

is taught according to the local authority’s
agreed syllabus.

follows the 1996 Education Act and is
‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian
character’.

Foundation schools
with a religious
character

is taught according to the local authority’s
agreed syllabus.z

reflects the religious character of the
school.

Trust schools

is taught according to the local authority's
agreed syllabus.

follows the 1996 Education Act and is
‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian
character’.

Academies without a
religious character

must be part of the curriculum but is taught
according to the school’s funding
agreement.

must be offered to every pupil every day,
but provision is determined by the school’s
funding agreement.

Academies with a
religious character

is defined by the funding agreement and is
usually that same as the former (VA/VC)
status of the school.

reflects the religious character of the
school.

There following shared materials from NASACRE may be of further interest including
guidance and determination procedures on the website. This includes documents on
withdrawal from CW. Link below:

https://nasacre.org.uk/shared-materials-from-sacres/

The following PDF presentation also contains useful information on the subject.
(included):

https://www.nasacre.org.uk/file/nasacre/sacres-and-collective-worship.pdf

The DFE have also published a document — Collective Worship Information:

https://www.nasacre.orqg.uk/file/nasacre/1-736-collective-worship-information.pdf
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