Council — 3 November 2025

Decision note

Item

Decision

1. Elect Person to Preside

Not applicable as the Mayor was in attendance.

2. Apologies Apologies were received from Councillors Hicken, Bains, Towe,
Larden, Gandham, Haasan, Gultasib, Burley, C. Statham,
Rasab and Lee.

3. Minutes That the minutes of the meetings held on 29 September 2025 be

approved as a correct record.

4. Declarations of interest

None.

5. Local Government
(Access to Information)
Act, 1985

There were no items in private session.

6. Mayor’s Received.
announcements
7. Petitions Petitions received from:

Councillor Russell — Traffic System in the Butts to ease parking
WOesS.

Councillor Cheema — Restrictions on Wellington Road
Willenhall.

Councillor Martin — Need for better crossing / disabled facilities
outside Old Vicarage Close, Pelsall nursing home.

8. Questions

Received.

9. Children, Families,
Education Overview
Scrutiny Committee — Co
Opted Members

Approved that:-

1. That the number of statutory parent governor
representatives on the Children’s, Families and Education
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Overview and Scrutiny Committee is reduced from three
to two.

2. That two non-voting parent governor (Academies) co-
opted member positions be included on the membership
of the Children, Families and Education Overview and
Scrutiny Committee. With delegated authority to the
Committee to agree the nominated individuals.

3. An’other faiths’ co-opted member be included on the
Committee membership (with nominations for this
position sought from SACRE).

4. The term of office for all co-opted Members of the
Children, Families and Education Overview and Scrutiny
Committee be set at three years.

10. Standards Committee
Annual Report

Noted.

11. Polling District
Review

Approved that:-

2.1 To approve the proposed pattern of new polling districts
and polling places as set out in the appended submission
documents to be formally adopted on 2 February 2026 when a
revised electoral register will be published.

2.2 To delegate to the Chief Executive authority to approve
an alteration to the designation of a polling place in the event
that any polling place becomes unavailable or found to be
unsuitable in the run up to an election, in consultation with ward
councillors and group leaders. To make such changes on a
permanent basis following the election providing no objections
are made.

12. Portfolio Holder and
Outside Body briefings

a. Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care, Councillor Pedley,
gave a presentation and answered questions from
members on thereon.

b. Councillor Singh Sohal, the representative on the West
Midlands Combined Authority Transport Delivery
Overview and Scrutiny Committee gave a presentation
and answered questions from members on thereon.

13. Notice of Motion —
‘Pride in Place’ Initiative

Motion:

e This Council notes that:
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e On the 25" September the Government put out a Press
Release about its “Pride in Place” initiative Phase 2.
Amongst other statements the Press Release stated:

e Communities will be handed unprecedented new powers
to seize boarded shops, save derelict pubs and block
gambling and vape shops on their high street.

e The measures form the largest transfer of power from
Whitehall to communities in history through the Plan for
Change.

e Giving residents the power: we will only approve
spending if community groups, local organisations and
social clubs have been included in decisions on how the
money should be spent — putting real power in local
hands and giving them a proper say over their
community.

e We will only approve spending if Pride in Place Boards
have genuinely engaged their communities, so that
community groups, local organisations and social clubs
have been included in decisions on how the money
should be spent.

e The Government has made clear that “Neighbourhood
boards” will decide how to spend the money.

e The government also says spending will only be
approved if community groups, local organisations and
social clubs have been included in decisions on how the
money should be spent.

e The Government announcement covers 169 areas to
receive up to £20 million each over the next 10 years.
The Government has named “Blakenall South” in Walsall
as one of the 169 areas, with “Blakenall South, that being
the only area in Walsall named.

e ClIr Arooj Shah, chair of the Local Government
Association’s Neighbourhoods Committee, welcomed the
announcement, adding: ‘It is essential these funds are
allocated in a fair, flexible manner based on what local
places need, with necessary support from Government to
trust them to get on with the job.’

Resolved that:-

In noting the above,
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This Council welcomes this additional funding that is
specifically earmarked by the Government for “Blakenall
South” in Walsall and once Government guidance has
been issued, requests its officers to:

a) Call a Public Meeting to which all residents and local
businesses within the “footprint” area of “Blakenall South”
as well as elected Councillors and the Member/s of
Parliament for any parts of the “footprint area” are
invited.

b) Subsequent to the public meeting, establish a “Board of
members” that genuinely represents those who live and
work in the “footprint area” to manage and make
decisions regarding how the funds should be used

c) Ensure that all means are taken to ensure that this is a
Board of members made up of “local- to- the- area
people” and/or their representatives, to make the
decisions, supported and advised (where necessary and
where requested) by Council Officials, representatives of
appropriate Stakeholder organisations such as
Educational, Health, Council, Housing, Business and
other such relevant institutions.

d) Ensure that, wherever possible, all
meetings/Boards/Committees/Sub Committees that follow
the commencement of the implementation of this

Project, are as open and transparent as possible with
meetings only held in private, when there is an absolute
legal duty to do so.

e) Convene meetings in person and not Teams/Zoom
meetings, unless absolutely necessary and agreed in
advance by the majority of the members of that
appropriate meeting /Board /Committee/Sub Committee.

f) Make sure that no major financial commitment and
decision (figures to be set by the Board) is made without
the consent of the full Board as decided by a vote.
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