8, Walsall Council

Council Summons

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Council of the Metropolitan
Borough of Walsall to be held on MONDAY the 3" day of November 2025 at 6.00
p-m. at the Council House, Walsall.

This meeting is being live streamed/recorded and can be viewed via the following link:
Livestream Link

Dated this 24" day of October, 2025.

Yours sincerely,

(e B ot

Chief Executive.

Elected Members and the public are expected to observe the Nolan Principles and
Jo Cox Civility Pledge during the meeting:

e That a constructive and none intimidatory tone is used.
e Those participating act with integrity, honesty, and compassion.
e To behave respectfully towards other, including those we disagree with.

Meetings may be recorded for broadcast on the Council's website. If you attend a
meeting, you should be aware that you might be filmed and included in that
transmission.

Please take note of the protocol for filming, recording, and use of social media in
meetings, copies of which are available on the Council’s CMIS website via the link.

Democratic Services, The Council House, Walsall, WS1 1TW
Contact name: Neil Picken Telephone: 01922 654369 Email: neil.picken@walsall.gov.uk
Walsall Council Website
If you are disabled and require help to and from the meeting room,
please contact the person above



https://aisapps.mediasite.com/AuditelScheduler/CreateSchedules/Past/41
https://cmispublic.walsall.gov.uk/Cmis/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=mLtnRy86D4lhJQA2tQ4cm8hEERF2LeZTxSE8xzgqETVm%2flcT6Xbjag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d

To elect a person to preside if the Mayor and Deputy Mayor are not present.

Apologies.

To approve as a correct record and sign the minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on 29" September, 2025

(Enclosed - Page 8 to 26)

Declarations of interest.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 (as amended):

To agree that the public be excluded from the private session during
consideration of the agenda items indicated for the reasons shown on the
agenda.

Mayor’s announcements.

To receive any petitions.

To answer any questions in accordance with Council procedure rules:

a. From the public:

Elaine Williams

At Cabinet on Wednesday 18 June 2025, Councillor Mike Bird said in relation to
the council's finances, that the report "doesn’t make the best reading"”.

Some Council Leaders have said in the past not increasing Council Tax by the
maximum allowed is the "biggest mistake they have ever made" as they lost the
compound effect from the council tax base. Does Councillor Bird now regret not
increasing council tax by the maximum allowed by law on at least two occasions,
in light of the current state of the council finances?

b. From members of the Council:

Councillor Eardley
Does the council leader agree with me?
According to a blog by Professor John Clancy (former Birmingham City Council

Leader) and Professor David Bailey, the West Midlands pension fund currently
has a surplus of around £4.3 billion.



Given this surplus, why is Walsall Council contributing an additional

£39,954,372.37 for the 2024/2025 tax year when the surplus funds could cover
it?

Councillor Ward

Given Walsall was ranked the worst place in Britain for quality of life in the latest
national report, how is the £1.5 billion regeneration improving life for our
residents right now?

Councillor Mehmi

The Pleck transit site was granted temporary planning permission in October
2021 for a period of three years, which has now expired.

Could the Cabinet Member please confirm:

1. What the current status of the site is and what plans the Council has for its
future use; and

2. What formal consultation or engagement has taken place with local residents
regarding the site’s future?

Councillor Coulson

Preston Council has achieved one the highest rates of economic growth in the
country resulting in higher wages, lifting people out of poverty, and improved
health and wellbeing for residents by keeping money and resources, in Preston.

In 2022 a Walsall Peer Review said Walsall council had much to learn from
places like Preston by getting Social Value from millions of pounds it spends
every year buying in goods and services from private companies.

Does Walsall council have a Social Value register for each year from 2020,
showing what social value has been achieved from contracts broken down by:

e Where applicable, ward (including my Bloxwich West ward)
« Type of social value (including local jobs, apprenticeships, and local
businesses supported)

Councillor Smith

Notwithstanding the fact that is presently a public consultation on Option 1 and
Option 2 proposals for dealing with the issue of food waste collection in the future
and that no decision by Cabinet will be made until at least the Consultation is
over, can the appropriate Portfolio holder give me, the Council and the Council
tax paying residents of the Borough an assurance that:

a. If Option 2 is confirmed as the chosen Option by the Cabinet, it will rule out
any possibility of the Council introducing separate charges for the collection of



“Brown Bin” garden waste in the next and future Budgets as food waste can
be mixed with garden waste and collected weekly all the year round ,

and

b. If Option 1 is chosen, you as Portfolio holder will rule out now any prospect of
supporting the introduction of separate charges for the collection of "Brown
Bin” garden waste in the next Budget?

Councillor Ward

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what enforcement action has been taken
against fly-tippers over the past 12 months, including how many cases have
resulted in fixed penalty notices, prosecutions, and successful court convictions?

Councillor Mehmi

| understand the need for the Town Board to be organised in Darlaston. My main
concern about this issue was the risk of losing the £20m grant that will be so
important to all the communities in the area and for improving Darlaston for its
residents. | am however surprised to see so little local community involvement
and consultation in the Board, can the portfolio holder let me know when the
Board will be moving to involve/consult with more representatives from the local
community about decision making?

Councillor Smith
Given that:-

In a written response from Councillor Pard Kaur to a Question that | tabled at the
Council Meeting of 29" September 2025, it was stated that there were presently
12,719 households on Whg'’s waiting lists and that the Council’s housing register
holds a further 3,277 households, thus totalling 15,996.

And further that it also stated that “Walsall Council successfully housed just 464
households into social housing during 2024/5 using the Council’s nomination
rights from all Housing Associations”

And also that

“The reality is that for most applicants, especially those not in the highest priority
bands, the wait for suitable accommodation is likely to be several years and in
some cases indefinite” and that it also means that many applicants without
urgent needs may not be housed at all"

Do you agree with me and will you be proactive in its pursuit, that the
prioritisation of social housing at affordable rents, that has been woefully lacking
in the past, should be a clear and absolute priority of this Council where and
when it is able to influence the type of house building projects in our Borough?

Councillor Ward



10.

11.

12

13.

With the increasing reliance on temporary accommodation and bed-and-
breakfast placements, can the Cabinet Member set out what steps are being
taken to develop a sustainable, long-term solution to reduce B&B use — and
what progress has been made in securing alternative housing options for Walsall
families and residents?

Children, Families, Education Overview Scrutiny Committee — Co Opted
Members

(Enclosed - Page 27 to 30)

To Consider the Standards Committee Annual Report

(Enclosed - Page 31 to 42)

Polling District Review

(Enclosed - Page 43 to 85)

Portfolio holder and outside body briefings - To receive a 5-minute
presentation from the following portfolios and outside body:

. Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care — Councillor Pedley

(Enclosed - Page 86 to 92)

. Portfolio Holder for Enforcement and Safe Communities — Councillor Hicken

(To Follow)

. West Midlands Combined Authority Transport Delivery Overview and Scrutiny

Committee — Councillor Singh Sohal
(Enclosed - Page 93 to 96)

(Note: A member of the Council may ask the portfolio holder any question and

another associated question without notice upon each report. Questioning by
members is limited to 10 minutes for each report presented.)

To consider the following motion, notice of which has been duly given by
Councillor Smith:-

This Council notes that:

On the 25" September the Government put out a Press Release about its “Pride
in Place” initiative Phase 2. Amongst other statements the Press Release stated:



e Communities will be handed unprecedented new powers to seize boarded
shops, save derelict pubs and block gambling and vape shops on their
high street.

e The measures form the largest transfer of power from Whitehall to
communities in history through the Plan for Change.

e Giving residents the power: we will only approve spending if community
groups, local organisations and social clubs have been included in
decisions on how the money should be spent — putting real power in local
hands and giving them a proper say over their community.

o We will only approve spending if Pride in Place Boards have genuinely
engaged their communities, so that community groups, local organisations
and social clubs have been included in decisions on how the money
should be spent.

The Government has made clear that “Neighbourhood boards” will decide how to
spend the money.

The government also says spending will only be approved if community groups,
local organisations and social clubs have been included in decisions on how the
money should be spent.

The Government announcement covers 169 areas to receive up to £20 million
each over the next 10 years. The Government has named “Blakenall South” in
Walsall as one of the 169 areas, with “Blakenall South, that being the only area in
Walsall named.

Clir Arooj Shah, chair of the Local Government Association’s Neighbourhoods
Committee, welcomed the announcement, adding: ‘It is essential these funds are
allocated in a fair, flexible manner based on what local places need, with
necessary support from Government to trust them to get on with the job.’

In noting the above,

This Council welcomes this additional funding that is specifically earmarked by
the Government for “Blakenall South” in Walsall and once Government guidance
has been issued, requests its officers to:

a) Call a Public Meeting to which all residents and local businesses within
the “footprint” area of “Blakenall South” as well as elected Councillors and
the Member/s of Parliament for any parts of the “footprint area” are invited.

b) Subsequent to the public meeting, establish a “Board of members” that
genuinely represents those who live and work in the “footprint area” to
manage and make decisions regarding how the funds should be used

c) Ensure that all means are taken to ensure that this is a Board of
members made up of “local- to- the- area people” and/or their
representatives, to make the decisions, supported and advised (where
necessary and where requested) by Council Officials, representatives of



appropriate Stakeholder organisations such as Educational, Health,
Council, Housing, Business and other such relevant institutions.

d) Ensure that, wherever possible, all meetings/Boards/Committees/Sub
Committees that follow the commencement of the implementation of this
Project, are as open and transparent as possible with meetings only held
in private, when there is an absolute legal duty to do so.

e) Convene meetings in person and not Teams/Zoom meetings, unless
absolutely necessary and agreed in advance by the majority of the
members of that appropriate meeting /Board /Committee/Sub Committee.

f) Make sure that no major financial commitment and decision (figures to
be set by the Board) is made without the consent of the full Board as
decided by a vote.



