
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 
 
Wednesday 31 August 2005 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
In the Council Chamber at the Council House Walsall 
 
 
Present 
 
Councillor Roger Collins (Chairman) 
Councillor Leslie Beeley (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor Dennis Anson 
Councillor Clive Ault 
Councillor Joan Barton 
Councillor Arthur Bentley 
Councillor Mike Bird 
Councillor Rose Burley 
Councillor Brian Douglas-Maul 
Councillor Louise Harrison 
Councillor Bill Madeley 
Councillor Rose Martin 
Councillor Cath Mickewright 
Councillor John Rochelle 
 
 

779/05 Apologies 
 

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted on behalf of Councillors Cook, 
Khan, Robinson. Turner, Underhill and Yasin. 

 
 
780/05 Minutes 
 

Resolved 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 2005, a copy having been 
previously circulated to each member of the Committee, be approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

 
 
781/05 Declaration of Interest 
 

Declarations of interest were submitted by Councillors Joan Barton and Bill 
Madeley in respect of item no. 6 (05/1233/FL/E7 – change of use to hot food 
take-away at 600 Bloxwich Road, Walsall) and they subsequently withdrew 
from the meeting during consideration of this application. 
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782/05 Deputations and Petitions 
 

There were no deputations introduced or petitions presented at this meeting. 
 
 
783/05 Late Items 
 

There were no late items introduced at this meeting. 
 
 
784/05 Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 
 

Resolved 
 
There were no items on the agenda for the meeting in respect of which the 
Committee considered that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
by reason of the confidential nature of the business. 

 
 
785/05 Application List for Permission to Develop 
 

The application list for permission to develop was submitted together with the 
supplementary papers and additional information for items already on the 
plans list:- 
 
(see annexed) 
 
The Committee agreed to deal with the items on the agenda where the 
members of the public had previously indicated that they wished to address 
the Committee. 

 
 
786/05 Item No. 1 – 05/1366/FL/H1 – Conversion of existing garage into room 

and new detached garage at 12 Bodmin Rise, Walsall – 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Singh 

 
The Planning Officer advised the Committee of the background to the report. 
 
The Committee welcomed the first speaker on this application, Mr. O’Hare, 
who wished to address the Committee in objection to the application. 
 
Mr. O’Hare raised various objections to the application relating to the 
condition of the existing road network, the increase in traffic volume and 
potential accidents, the proposed development being out-of-character with 
the area and the impact on the visual amenities of the neighbouring 
properties. 
 
The Committee then welcomed the second speaker on this application, 
Mrs. Dancer, who wished to address the Committee in opposition to the 
application. 
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Mrs. Dancer re-iterated Mr. O’Hare’s objections stating that the proposed 
development was inharmonious to its surroundings and would also have a 
detrimental impact on her property. 
 
Councillor Sanders was then invited to address the Committee. 
 
Councillor Sanders re-iterated many of the concerns raised by Mr. O’Hare 
and Mrs. Dancer.  He also felt that the proposals over-development of the 
area over-obtrusive, would have a negative impact on road safety and was 
contrary to UDP H10. 
 
There then followed a period of questioning by Members in relation to road 
safety, vehicle access, land ownership, previous development history of the 
site, retention of plants/trees and the positioning of the proposal. 
 
The Committee proceeded to discuss the application in detail. 
 
Members considered the application and Councillor Rochelle moved and it 
was duly seconded by Councillor Ault:- 
 

That planning application no. 05/1366/FL/H1 be 
approved, subject to the conditions set out in the 
report now submitted. 

 
The motion, having been put to the vote, was declared lost ;  with 4 
Members voting in favour of granting planning permission and 7 against. 
 
In view of this, the Chairman then asked the Committee if they wished to 
refuse the application, as a result of the original motion being lost, then 
sought reasons for doing so.  Members considered this and then 
proceeded to discuss the application further. 
 
Members again considered the application and Councillor Douglas-Maul 
moved and it was duly seconded by Councillor Micklewright:- 
 

That planning application no. 05/1366/FL/H1 be 
deferred for one cycle to enable relevant parties 
to consider the re-positioning of the proposed 
garage in the curtilage of the garden. 

 
The motion, having been put to the vote, was declared carried;  with 9 
Members voting in favour of deferring the application and 2 against. 
 
Resolved 
 
That planning application no. 05/1366/FL/H1 be deferred for 1 cycle to 
enable relevant parties to consider the re-positioning of the proposed 
garage in the curtilage of the garden. 

 



4 

 
787/05 Item No. 3 – 05/1528/FL/E4 – Demolition of existing buildings and 

erection of 33 dwelling houses and garages at William Bird Limited, 
Lichfield Road, Rushall, Walsall – 
Westbury Homes (Holdings\) Limited 
 
The Planning Officer advised the Committee of the background to the 
report. 
 
The Committee then welcomed Mrs. Stokes who wished to address the 
Committee in objection to the application, 
 
Mrs. Stokes raised objections in relation to the capacity of the existing 
road network, proposed access to the site, road safety issues, potential 
increase in traffic volume, potential increase in on-street parking, lack of 
consultation and siting of the entrance/egress. 
 
The Committee then welcomed Mr. Colbourne who wished to address the 
Committee in objection to the application. 
 
Mr. Colbourne re-iterated many of the concerns raised by Mrs. Stokes.  In 
addition, Mr. Colbourne  raised an objection in relation to the 
emergency/refuse vehicle access and the detrimental impact on the 
amenities of residents as a result of the over-development of the site. 
 
The Committee then welcomed Councillor Griffiths who wished to address 
the Committee in objection to the application. 
 
Councillor Griffiths stated he was disappointed the application was before 
the Committee again and expressed his concerns as to the problems with 
road safety.  He re-iterated the concerns of Mr. Colbourne and Mrs. 
Stokes explaining that no one was against the development, merely 
against the access/egress to the site. 
 
There then followed a period of questioning by Members relating to the 
impact of the proposed development on the existing road network and 
alternative access/egress. 
 
Officers responded to Members questions and, in doing so, explained that 
the proposal had previously been considered and refused for reasons not 
including traffic.  These concerns have been addressed by the applicant 
and the application was, therefore, recommended for approval. 
 
In addition, the Highways Officer informed the Committee that the 
proposal provided sufficient access/egress and that refusal on highways 
grounds would be very difficult to sustain at Public Inquiry. 
 
The Committee proceeded to discuss the application in detail. 
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Members considered the application and Councillor Ault moved and it 
was duly seconded by Councillor Micklewright:- 
 

That planning application no. 05/1528/FL/E4 be 
refused as the additional vehicles turning into 
Westminster Road from Pelsall Lane to the 
direction of Walsall would cause traffic blockages 
adversely affecting the main junction. 

 
The motion, having been put to the vote, was declared carried;  with 6 
Members voting in favour of refusing the application and none against. 
 
Resolved 
 
That planning application no. 05/1528/FL/E4 be refused as the additional 
vehicles turning into Westminster Road from Pelsall Lane to the direction 
of Walsall would cause traffic blockages adversely affecting the main 
junction. 

 
 
788/05 Item No. 6 – 05/1233/FL/E7 – Change of use to hot food take-away 

(A5) at 600 Bloxwich Road, Walsall – 
Mr. Joynal Islam 
 
The Planning Officer advised the Committee of the background to the 
report. 
 
The Committee then welcomed Mr. Georgallaj who wished to address the 
Committee in objection to the application. 
 
Mr. Georgallaj raised objections in relation to the increase of anti-social 
behaviour, litter and the impact on parking. 
 
The Committee then welcomed Mr. Islam and his interpreter who wished 
to address the Committee in objection to the application. 
 
It was stated that the application was for an Indian take-away which would 
not cause litter as people took the food home in containers.  Parking was 
available behind the shop and the business would only open after 
6.00 p.m. which would reduce potential parking and traffic problem. 
 
The Committee proceeded to discuss the application in detail. 
 
Members considered the application and Councillor Collins moved and it 
was duly seconded by Councillor Anson:- 
 

That planning application no. 05/1233/FL/E7 be 
approved, subject to the conditions contained in 
the report and supplementary paper now 
submitted. 
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Resolved 
 
That planning application no. 05/1233/FL/E7 be approved, subject to the 
conditions contained in the report and supplementary paper now submitted. 
 
Councillors Madeley and Barton declared an interest in this item and left the 
room during its consideration and did not vote. 

 
 
789/05 Item No. 7 - 05/1318/FL/H4 – Alterations and extensions to front, side 

and rear of property at 5 Longwood, Walsall – 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Middleton 
 
The Planning Officer advised the Committee of the background to the 
report. 
 
The Committee then welcomed Councillor Towe who wished to address the 
Committee in objection to the application. 
 
Councillor Towe objected to the application as the proposed development 
would be detrimental to the neighbouring properties due to its size. 
 
The Committee then welcomed Mr. Dean who wished to address the 
Committee in objection to the application. 
 
Mr. Dean stated that, although he understood the need to extend the 
property, it needed to be in-keeping with the surrounding neighbourhood. 
He did object that a two-storey extension would be detrimental to his 
property. 
 
The Committee proceeded to discuss the application in detail. 
 
Members considered the application and Councillor Collins moved and it 
was duly seconded by Councillor Rose:- 
 

That planning application no. 05/1318/FL/H4 be 
refused as the front of the development is 
over-bearing due to its massing and would have 
a damaging effect on the street scene and that 
the rear extension would be out-of-character with 
adjoining properties and over-bearing on the 
impact of the amenities of adjoining properties. 
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Resolved 
 
That planning application no. 05/1318/FL/H4 be refused as the front of the 
development is over-bearing due to its massing and would have a damaging 
effect on the street scene and that the rear extension would be out-of-
character with adjoining properties and over-bearing on the impact of the 
amenities of adjoining properties. 

 
 
790/05 Item No. 2 – 05/1152/FL/W7 – 18 no. new apartments to include 8 two 

bedroom and 10 one bedroom units and associated parking at former 
Filling Station, Wolverhampton Road West, Walsall – 
Portland Asset Management Limited 
Resolved  (Unanimously) 
 
That planning application no. 05/1152/FL/W7 be approved, subject to the 
conditions as set out in the report now submitted. 
 
 
At this point, the Chairman moved:- 
 

That the meeting continue after 9.00 p.m. in  
order that the remaining business can be heard. 

 
The Committee gave such approval. 

 
 
791/05 Item No. 4 – 05/1271/FL/W1 – Substitution of house types to plots 

153-156 & 162-188 inc and amendments to road 2 turning head – 27 
plots (amendment to 04/0306/FL/W1) at land between Hospital Street, 
Northcote Street and Gladstone Street, Walsall – 
J.S. Bloor (Tamworth) Limited 
Resolved (Unanimously) 
 
That planning application no. 05/1271/FL/W1 be approved, subject to the 
conditions as set out in the report now submitted. 

 
 
792/05 Item No. 5 – 05/1201/FL/E3 – Proposed redevelopment to form open A1 

food and non at land rear of 12-28 High Street, Brownhills, Walsall – 
Commercial Development Projects Limited 
Resolved (Unanimously) 
 
That planning application no. 05/1201/FL/E3 be approved, subject to the 
conditions as set out in the report now submitted. 
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Termination of Meeting 
 
There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 9.05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:    ……………………………….. 
 
 
 
Date:         ………………………………. 
 
 
 


