Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education

Monday 14 October 2024 at 6.00 p.m. in Conference Room 2, Walsall
Council House

Present:

Mr D. Lomax (United Reformed Church) (Chair)

Mrs K. Donnellan (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education)
Mrs P. Lane (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education)
Mr A. Orlik (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education)
Dr G. Gomez (Roman Catholic)

Mr B. Green (Humanist)

Ms M. Mather (Quakers)

Ms H. Leadley (Blackwood Primary School)
Councillor R.K. Mehmi

Councillor L. Nahal

Councillor A. Nawaz

Councillor Singh Sohal

Councillor C. Statham

Councillor M. Statham

In attendance:

Debbie Yeomans (RE Today)
Edward Cook (Democratic Services Officer, Walsall Council)

Nominees to SACRE present:
Mrs C. Highton-Nicholls (Salvation Army)

45. Welcome and Introductions

All present were welcomed to the meeting and introduced themselves. The Chair
welcomed Mrs Highton-Nicholls who had been newly nominated on behalf of the
Salvation Army.

46. Apologies

Apologies were received from Mr Singh Bachra, Mr Singh Padda and Deacon
Webster.

47. Late Items to be introduced by the Chair.

The Chair advised SACRE that Mr Tsiappourdhi had tendered his resignation
from SACRE and that Mr Headley no longer worked for the NEU. Therefore two
vacancies had arisen, which it was hoped could be filled. SACRE thanked them
for their support and commitment.



48.

49,

50.

51.

Minutes
Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 15 July 2024, a copy having been
circulated, be approved and signed as a correct record.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 (as amended)

There were no items in private session.

Action Tracker

The action tracker was submitted and updates on the actions from previous
meeting were received.

(annexed)

There was a discussion regarding the potential establishment of a Collective
Worship sub-committee and the distribution of the Newham Council guide to
Collective Worship as discussed at the previous meeting. There was a
discussion regarding the length of time until the next meeting and whether it
would be better to establish a group immediately or await the findings of the
questionnaires before acting.

Resolved

1. That the report be noted;

2. That the Agreed Syllabus and Collective Worship questionnaires be
extended and re-circulated;

3. That the Collective Worship guidance booklet from Newham Council, be
circulated in a Headteachers’ bulletin.

SACRE Annual Report
The Clerk introduced the Annual Report and highlighted the salient issues.
(annexed)

Members discussed the report and it was asked whether any evidence could be
provided to show the value for money SACRE provided in its work. Several
Members expressed a hope that funding for SACRE would not be reduced
considering ongoing challenges affecting local government across the country.

Resolved

1. That SACRE approve the Annual Report and its submission to the
relevant bodies, as set out in Appendix C to the report;

2. That the Annual Report be circulated to headteachers.



52.

53.

Walsall SACRE Action Plan 2024-25
The Chair introduced the report.
(annexed)

Members discussed where future meetings could be held and several offers were
received. Some Members stated a preference that the next meeting be held in a
non-Christian place of worship.

There was an extensive discussion regarding creating a guide for visiting schools
and how SACRE could support school visits. Videos and RE Hubs were
discussed, as were options for compiling a Walsall list. Several Members believed
it was important schools provided objectives for what they wished to get out of
school visits when arranging them and that it would be beneficial for guides to
include brief descriptions on potential venues and what they could offer.

There was a discussion regarding the Agreed Syllabus and challenges schools
faced when making necessary trade-offs between breadth and depth with regards
to RE and covering different religions. While it was never going to be possible to
cover all faiths, faiths were equal. Regarding the Agreed Syllabus, the Clerk
explained that initial work to assess and review the Agreed Syllabus would need to
commence later in the year, ahead of a new Syllabus being published in 2026. It
was not yet clear how comprehensive this review would need to be, given the time
and resources spent on the existing Agreed Syllabus, however statutory
requirements would need to be met and advice from RE Today would guide this.

The RE Today advisor explained that the Primary Network sessions had now been
scheduled and a full report would be brought to SACRE at the next available
meeting.

Resolved

1. That the report be noted;

2. That the Clerk bring further information regarding the review and
renewal of the Agreed Syllabus, to the next available meeting;

3. That the Clerk contact faith organisations and bodies to seek
information regarding places of worship which could welcome
school visits;

4. That information regarding the Primary Schools Network be
circulated to Primary heads in the Local Authority’s bulletins.

Membership Review

The Clerk introduced the report and members discussed the best approach for
seeking replacement members.

(annexed)

The Clerk clarified that with both options presented, the first step would be to
contact affected representatives to ascertain whether there was a valid reason



54.

55.

56.

for non-attendance. It was moved by Councillor Statham and seconded by
Councillor Nahal and was;

Resolved

That the Clerk be requested to contact any Members failing to attend
consecutive meetings without apology to confirm if they wish to remain a
Member of SACRE. Where applicable or if no reply was received, the Clerk

should seek a replacement nomination from the relevant nominating body
prior to the next meeting of SACRE.

National RE Updates from RE Today

The report was submitted.

(annexed)

The RE Today advisor provided an overview of the report.
Resolved

That the update be noted.

Developing a Religion and Worldviews Approach to RE

The handbook was submitted and SACRE viewed a video which provided an
introduction to the handbook.

(annexed)

The RE Today advisor suggested that the handbook would be a useful tool when
the Agreed Syllabus came for review.

Resolved

That the update be noted.

RE Hubs update and details

The RE Today advisor introduced the RE Hubs website and demonstrated its
features to Members. RE Hubs could provide a useful tool, but needed to
increase engagement with schools, places of worship and individual speakers to
fulfil its potential. Training was provided and if enough organisations became
involved, it may negate the need for a local guide to visiting schools.

Mr Green advised that he was a registered speaker and had received several
enquiries however these had largely been from schools located too far away. The
RE Today advisor confirmed that the website was currently being amended to
include speakers’ locations, which would hopefully negate this.

Resolved



1. That the update be noted;
2. That the Clerk share information about the RE Hubs with faith
organisations and encourage them to register their interest.
RE in Walsall — Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools
The report was submitted.
(annexed)

Resolved

That the report be noted.

Education in Walsall update
The report was submitted.
(annexed)

Resolved

That the report be noted.

Date of Future Meetings:
The next meetings would be:

e Monday 17 March, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. in a place of worship.
e Monday 14 July, 2025 at 6.00 p.m. in a school or place of worship.

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7:52pm.

Signed:

Date:
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