Cabinet

Wednesday 16 April 2025

Minutes of the meeting held in Conference Room 2 at the Council House,
Lichfield Street, Walsall at 6pm.

Present

Councillor Perry Leader of the Council

Councillor Andrew Associate Leader — Economic Growth and
Regeneration

Councillor M. Statham Deputy Leader — Finance

Councillor Elson Children and Young People

Councillor Garcha Resident Access and Housing Support

Councillor Kaur Education and Skills

Councillor Lee Internal Services

Councillor Murphy Street Pride

In attendance

K. Allward Executive Director — Adult Social Care

D. Brown Executive Director — Economy, Environment & Communities

J. Greenhalgh Executive Director — Resources and Transformation

C. Male Executive Director — Children’s Services

S. Darcy Director — Finance, Procurement and Assurance

S. Portman Head of Law

C. Goodall Principal Democratic Services Officer

E. Cook Democratic Services Officer

Part 1 — Public Session

4360 Welcome
Councillor Perry opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and explaining that
the Cabinet was meeting that evening in person and that the agenda and reports
for this meeting were available on the Council’s website. He explained that voting
would be by way of a show of hands which would be witnessed and recorded by
the Democratic Services officer in attendance.

4361 Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillor Flint and Councillor Pedley.

4362 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2025 were submitted.



4363

4364

4365

4366

4367

4368

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2025, a copy having been
sent to each member of the Cabinet, be approved and signed as a correct

record.

Declarations of interest

No declarations of interest were received.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985

Resolved

That the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the

items set out in the private part of the agenda for the reasons set out
therein and Section 100A of the Local Government Act, 1972

Petitions

No petitions were received.

Questions

No questions were received.

Forward Plan

The forward plan as of March 2025 was submitted:
(annexed)

Resolved

That the forward plan be noted.

The Continuous Improvement Transformation Programme Update
Councillor Perry introduced a report which outlined the Council’s strategic
initiatives and the expected outcomes of the continuous improvement
transformation programme.

(annexed)



4369

4370

It was moved by Councillor Perry and seconded by Councillor Andrew and it
was;

Resolved (unanimously)

1. That Cabinet note the contents of this report

2. That Cabinet approve the direction of travel for Walsall’s continuous
improvement journey.

3. That Cabinet receive an annual update on progress regarding the
Continuous Improvement Transformation Programme aligned to Council
Plan updates.

Black Country Walking, Wheeling and Cycling Plan

Councillor Andrew introduced a report which sought to support the delivery of a
high-quality active travel network throughout the Black Country and support the
shift to more sustainable modes of transport.

(annexed)

It was moved by Councillor Andrew and seconded by Councillor Elson and it
was;

Resolved (unanimously)

That Cabinet approve the Black Country Walking, Wheeling and Cycling
Plan, as set out at Appendix 1.

UK Shared Prosperity Fund

Councillor Andrew introduced a report which sought to enhance pride in place
and level up outcomes for residents, businesses, and communities through the
UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

(annexed)

It was moved by Councillor Andrew and seconded by Councillor Elson and it
was;

Resolved (unanimously)

1. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities, in consultation with the Executive
Director for Resources and Transformation and the Associate Leader -
Economic Growth and Regeneration, to accept Walsall’s allocation of
UK Shared Prosperity Funding and enter into funding agreements with
the West Midlands Combined Authority.



4371

2,

3.

That Cabinet approve the proposed UK Shared Prosperity Fund
Delivery Plan for 2025-2026 as set out in 4.17 of this report.

That Cabinet delegates authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities in consultation with the Executive
Director for Resources and Transformation and the Associate Leader -
Economic Growth and Regeneration, to:

e authorise any variations to the contractual arrangements or other
related documents including the delivery plan, commission
contracts and grant programmes under the UK Shared Prosperity
Fund executing the necessary legal documentation and payments.

* submit, negotiate, and accept successful external funding bids that
generate match funding that supports the delivery of the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund programme.

* submit, negotiate and accept future UK Shared Prosperity Fund
awards from the governments accountable body to secure the
successful continuation of the programme.

Walsall Community Regeneration Partnership

Councillor Andrew introduced a report which sought approval for the delivery of
projects supported by funding through the Community Regeneration Partnership.

(annexed)

It was moved by Councillor Andrew and seconded by Councillor Perry and it
was;

Resolved (unanimously)

1.

That Cabinet note the amended name of the partnership to Community
Regeneration Partnership (“CRP”) and agree to receive the
£20.25million in accordance with Government guidance and approvals.

That Cabinet approves the final list of projects agreed with MHCLG, as
set out in paragraph 4.8.

That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities, in consultation with the Associate
Leader and Cabinet Member for Economic Growth and Regeneration, to

(i) finalise governance and delivery responsibilities for the projects
in the final list of Community Regeneration Partnership
projects;

(ii) to move funding (if needed) between projects and activities to
deliver the agreed outcomes and to request the addition of
projects to the approved list if they meet the Government’s
criteria, subject to being within the approved programme,



outcomes and/or budget and no additional funding being
required;

(iii) approve works to action the implementation or variations to the
projects and delivery plans in accordance with Annex 1 - Walsall
LUP Delivery Plan, including designs, invitations and acceptance
of tenders, quotations or estimates (subject to Financial and
Contract rules), and final designs.

4. That Cabinet authorise the Council entering into contractual

arrangements and other related documents for such goods, works and
services and any variations thereof, should these be required
throughout the duration of any contracts and provided they are in line
with the Council’s Contract rules and any relevant legislation, including
the Public Contract Regulations 2015 (where still applicable) and the
Procurement Act 2023 which came into force on 24 February 2025.

4372 Introduction of Mandatory Food Waste Collections

Councillor Murphy introduced a report which sought to ensure the Council
complied with the requirements of the Environment Act 2021 and introduced a
weekly food waste collection service by March 2026.

(annexed)

It was moved by Councillor Murphy and seconded by Councillor Perry and it
was;

Resolved (unanimously)

1.

That Cabinet approve the introduction of statutory weekly food waste
collections from 31 March 2026.

That Cabinet approve the standard food waste collection service to be
one small kitchen caddy and one larger kerbside caddy per household,
with the larger kerbside caddy being emptied weekly.

That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities in consultation with the Portfolio Holder
for Street Pride, to award the contract(s) for the supply of kitchen and
kerbside food waste caddies, and larger receptacles for flats.

That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities to subsequently authorise the sealing of
Deeds and/or signing of contracts and any other related documents for
the supply of kitchen and kerbside food waste caddies, and larger
receptacles for flats.

That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities in consultation with the Portfolio Holder
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4373

for Street Pride, to award the contract(s) for the supply of food waste
collection vehicles.

6. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities to subsequently authorise the sealing of
Deeds and/or signing of contracts and any other related documents for
the supply of food waste collection vehicles.

7. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities in consultation with the Portfolio Holder
for Street Pride, to award the contract(s) for the disposal of food waste.

8. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities to subsequently authorise the sealing of
Deeds and/or signing of contracts and any other related documents for
the disposal of food waste should this be required throughout the
duration of the contract.

9. That Cabinet delegate authority to the Executive Director for Economy,
Environment and Communities in consultation with the Portfolio Holder
for Street Pride, to agree details, plans and communications for the roll
out of the new service.

10. That Cabinet note the standard service will need to be varied at some
flats and properties with communal bins, but food waste will still be
collected weekly.

11. That Cabinet note a reduced number of food waste collection vehicles
will be purchased initially, and any additional fleet hired, until
requirements and resident participation in the weekly service becomes
clearer.

West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) Adult Education Functions
(Amendment) Order 2025

Councillor Andrew introduced a report which sought Cabinet consideration about
consenting to a draft Order which would see the Secretary of State for Education
devolve adult education functions to the West Midlands Combined Authority.

(annexed)

Cabinet Members expressed that further assurances were required from the
WMCA regarding potential future implications for the Council and partners.

It was moved by Councillor Perry and seconded by Councillor Andrew and it
was;

Resolved (unanimously)

That authority be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the
Leader and Cabinet Members, to approve the draft Combined Authorities



(Adult Education Functions) (Amendment) Order 2025 and any
amendments that take place to that Order, as attached to Appendix 1 to the
report, and consent to the laying of the statutory instrument in Parliament.

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 6:41pm.

Chair:

Date:



