Street Scene and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Agenda Item
No. 6

21 October 2025

Response to the Petition: “Retain the flying of model aircraft at Aldridge Airport”

Ward(s):

Aldridge Central and South and Aldridge North and Walsall Wood

Portfolios: Clir Gary Flint Culture, Health and Wellbeing

1. Aim

2,

1.1.

1.2.

Clir Adrian Andrew Statutory Deputy Leader — Prosperous Places
& Investment

A petition has been submitted calling on Walsall Council to retain the flying of
model aircraft at Aldridge Airport. The petition contained over 500 signatures.

The Council’s petitions scheme states that “if a petition contains at least 500
signatories the relevant senior officer will give evidence at a public meeting of
one of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committees. The authority has
determined that the response to such petitions must be given by either the
chief executive, executive directors, directors or heads of service. The
committee may also decide to call the relevant portfolio holder to attend the
meeting.”

Recommendations

2.1.
2.2.

This report recommends that:

The Committee agrees to progress with the Council’s plans to develop
Aldridge Airport as part of the Arboretum Country Park expansion, thereby
prioritising the creation of an inclusive and sustainable public green space
over its continued use for model aircraft activities.

Report detail — know

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

The Aldridge Airport site occupies a large area to the northeast of Aldridge
town centre, bordered by Bosty Lane and the former airfield perimeter.
Originally developed in the mid-20th century as a small civil airfield, the site
later transitioned to industrial and commercial uses following the airport’s
closure.

Today, the site comprises both open green space and areas of light industrial
and commercial development. Much of the site remains as open grassland
and informal recreation space, valued locally as providing opportunities for
walking, leisure, and wildlife habitat.

GMAC has operated on the site since 1947 and had a Stewardship
Agreement with the Council. In recent years, this arrangement has been set
out in 60-month agreements. These agreements have included provisions in



3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

respect to the extension of the arrangement and the termination of the
agreement. Reasons for termination include the following:

This Contract may be ended at any time by either party giving the other no
less than 6 months prior notice in writing. Any such notice shall state the
reasons for termination.

In July 2024, GMAC was issued 12 months’ notice to cease operation from
Aldridge Airport Recreation Ground. The notice explained that the model
aero club’s activities were no longer compatible with the council’s long-term
plans for the Aldridge Airport Recreation Ground.

The site is to be developed as part of the Walsall Arboretum Country Park to
promote walking, cycling, recreation, and biodiversity in a safe and peaceful
environment. It was considered that continued operation of the model aero
club posed potential health and safety risks and conflicted with these future
aims.

Recognising the potential impact of relocation on the club, including the
associated time and financial implications, the Council exceeded the
contractual termination requirements by providing 12 months’ notice instead
of the required six months. In addition, the Council offered the only suitable
alternative site within its portfolio and waived all fees during this period to
enable the club to use those funds to support its relocation.

Despite officers’ efforts to cooperate with the club—including permitting the
operation of a final event after the agreement had ended—the club has not
yet vacated the site.

Financial information

3.9.

3.10.

3.11.

For the duration of the agreement, the Council has incurred recurring site
management and administrative costs, partially offset by permit fee income of
approximately £1,000 a year.

GMAC was financially responsible for insurance, damage repairs, and
operational costs associated with flying and events.

The agreement imposed no direct rental charge but established a cost-
sharing and indemnity framework designed to protect the Council from
liability while enabling safe recreational use of the site.

Reducing Inequalities

3.12.

3.13.

Good quality green spaces play a vital role in reducing social, health, and
environmental inequalities. By developing the Aldridge Airport site as an
expansion of Walsall Arboretum Country Park, the Council aims to create an
inclusive and accessible environment that promotes physical activity, mental
wellbeing, and community cohesion.

Enhanced walking and cycling routes, together with increased biodiversity
and natural landscaping, will provide safe and attractive spaces for residents
of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy outdoor recreation, regardless of
income or mobility. These improvements support healthier lifestyles, reduce
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isolation, and encourage engagement with nature — particularly benefiting
communities with limited access to private outdoor space.

3.14. Overall, the Council’s investment in transforming Aldridge Airport into a high-
quality public green space will contribute to narrowing health disparities,
improving environmental quality, and fostering equality of opportunity across
the borough.

4. Decide

4.1.  While the Council acknowledges the long-standing presence and contribution
of the Greenacres Model Aero Club, it must also take into account the wider
public benefits associated with developing the site as an expansion of the
Walsall Arboretum Country Park. The proposed development would enhance
access to high-quality green space, encourage walking and cycling, support
biodiversity, and promote health and wellbeing across the borough. These
improvements would help reduce health and social inequalities by providing a
safe, inclusive, and accessible environment for all residents.

4.2. The Committee is therefore asked to weigh the club’s wish to continue
operating on the site against the significant and long-term benefits of
redeveloping Aldridge Airport to deliver wider community access and
environmental enhancement

5. Respond

GMAC will be issued with a notice to stop operation and remove their
equipment from the site.

6. Review

The development of Walsall’'s Green Nature and Health Strategy (NHS),
including the development of strategic Local Nature Reserves will be
managed by a Steering Group that will report back to the Council and into
We are Walsall 2040.

Background papers

Appendix A: Notice issued to Greenacres Model Aero Club
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