Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education

Monday 14 July 2025 at 6.00 p.m. at St Mary’s the Mount Catholic
Primary School

Present:

Mr D. Lomax (United Reformed Church) (Chair)

Mr M. Ashik Ali (Bangladesh Islamic Association)
Deacon H. Webster (Methodist, Walsall)

Dr G. Gomez (Roman Catholic)

Mr B. Green (Humanist)

Mr J. Hart (Jewish West Midlands)

Ms M. Mather (Quakers)

Mr I. Sacha (Muslim Welfare Society)

Imam M. Saeed (Aisha Mosque and Islamic Centre)
Ms L.D Sharma (Mandir Baba Balak Nath)

Mr J. Singh-Bachra (Guru Nanak Gurdwara, Caldmore)
Mr S. Singh Padda (Walsall Sikh Forum)

Mrs K. Donnellan (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education)
Mrs P. Lane (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education)
Mr A. Orlik (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education)
Ms W. Duffus (NASUWT)

Ms H. Leadley (Blackwood Primary School)
Councillor R.K. Mehmi

Councillor L. Nahal

Councillor A. Nawaz

Councillor Singh Sohal

Councillor C. Statham

Councillor M. Statham

Nominees to SACRE present:

Mr J. Hart (Jewish West Midlands)

In attendance:

Debbie Yeomans (RE Today Adviser)

Fred Hancock (Senior Democratic Services Officer, Walsall Council)

75. Welcome and Introductions

All present were welcomed to the meeting and introduced themselves.

76. Apologies

Apologies were received from Mrs Highton-Nichols. Apologies were also
received from Mrs R. Rai, nominated for appointment to SACRE but not yet a
Member.



77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

Late Items to be introduced by the Chair.

There were no late items to be introduced.

Minutes
Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2025, a copy having been
circulated, be approved and signed as a correct record.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 (as amended)

There were no items in private session.

Election of Spokespersons for Groups

The Senior Democratic Services Officer introduced the report.
(annexed)

Resolved

That the following representatives be appointed as spokespersons for their
respective Groups:

Group A = Mr Green
Group B =P Lane
Group C = Mrs Leadley
Group D = Singh Sohal

Membership and Constitution Review
The Senior Democratic Services Officer introduced the report.
(annexed)

SACRE were advised that a new nomination had been received from the Guru
Nanak Gurdwara (Caldmore) since the report was produced.

Resolved

1. That SACRE recommend to the Local Authority that the nominations
set out in paragraph 3.4 and that of Mrs Rai to replace Mr Singh Bachra,
to be appointed to SACRE.

2. That SACRE request that the local authority consider delegating
authority to the Director — Access & Inclusion, to make appointments to
SACRE for Groups A, B and C.



82.

83.

84.

3. That the Chair write a letter of thanks to the outgoing members of
SACRE.

Action Tracker

The action tracker was submitted and updates on the actions from previous
meeting were received.

(annexed)

Members who were interested in participating in an informal group investigating
Collective Worship were invited to express their interest and sign a form
consenting to their data being shared. SACRE members stated that this should
not convene until the Agreed Syllabus review was completed.

Resolved

That the Action Tracker be noted.

Walsall SACRE Action Plan 2025-26

The Chair introduced the report.

(annexed)

A discussion took place about including all faiths and the use of religious symbols
within the agreed syllabus with some Members believing that all religions should
be covered and others stating it would be too much. The RE Today Adviser
advised that national research (Ofsted 21/24) emphasised the importance of depth
over breadth to support pupils understanding and retention of key knowledge.
The Chair requested that Members contact the Clerk regarding future meeting
venues and Mrs Lane offered St Matthews Church as a possible venue for
SACRE’s next meeting.

Resolved

That the Action Plan be noted.

Feedback from NASACRE Annual Conference 2025

The RE Today Adviser presented a report which provided feedback from the
NASACRE Annual Conference 2025.

(annexed)
Resolved

That the update be noted.



85.

86.

87.

88.

National RE Updates from RE Today

The RE Today adviser provided an overview of the report.

(annexed)

Members noted that there was currently a lack of Islamic school speaker/Places of
interest on the RE Hubs website. The RE Today Adviser requested that if
members knew of anyone from the Islamic faith who would be willing to undertake
the training via RE Hubs, to send their details on to her directly.

Resolved

That the update be noted.

RE in Walsall — Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools

The report was submitted.

(annexed)

There was a discussion regarding Section 48 and SIAMS reporting to SACRE.
Mr Orlik stated that SACRE had a statutory duty to oversee such reporting while
others expressed reservations about schools potentially being held to different
standards. The RE Today Adviser advised that obtaining that information could
be quite tricky as but that some other SACRE did receive reports of SIAMS
Inspections. Mr Orlik stated he was happy to contact the Lichfield Diocese to
support in obtaining this information from the Diocese of Lichfield.

Resolved

1. That the report be noted.

2. That work be undertaken to bring details of SIAMS and other Section
48 inspections before SACRE in future.

Education in Walsall update
The report was submitted.
Resolved

That the update be noted.

Date of Future Meetings:

The next meeting would be held on Monday 24 November 2025 at a place of
worship, to be agreed.

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7:08pm.



Signed:

Date:



