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2 Walsall Council

Street Scene and Communities Overview & Scrutiny

Committee

21 October 2025 at 6:00PM

Meeting Venue: Council Chamber at the Council House, Lichfield Street, Walsall

Livestream Link

Membership:

Portfolio Holder(s):

Quorum:

Councillor M Follows (Chair)
Councillor S Cheema (Vice-Chair)
Councillor A Garcha
Councillor L Harrison
Councillor F Hassan
Councillor | Hussain
Councillor R Larden
Councillor K Margetts
Councillor V Waters
Councillor J Whitehouse
Councillor M Ward

Councillor A. Hicken — Enforcement and Safe Communities
Councillor S. Samra — Street Scene

4 Members

Democratic Services, The Council House, Walsall, WS1 1TW

Contact name: Matt Powis Telephone: 01922 652156 Email: matthew.powis@walsall.gov.uk

Walsall Council Website

If you are disabled and require help to and from the meeting room,

please contact the person above
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The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012
Specified pecuniary interests

The pecuniary interests which are specified for the purposes of Chapter 7 of Part 1 of the
Localism Act 2011 are the interests specified in the second column of the following:

Subject Prescribed description

Employment, office, trade, Any employment, office, trade, profession or vocation
profession or vocation carried on for profit or gain.

Sponsorship Any payment or provision of any other financial benefit
(other than from the relevant authority) made or
provided within the relevant period in respect of any
expenses incurred by a member in carrying out duties
as a member, or towards the election expenses of a
member.

This includes any payment or financial benefit from a
trade union within the meaning of the Trade Union and
Labour Regulations (Consolidation) Act 1992.

Contracts Any contract which is made between the relevant person
(or a body in which the relevant person has a beneficial
interest) and the relevant authority:

(a) under which goods or services are to be provided
or
works are to be executed; and

(b)  which has not been fully discharged.

Land Any beneficial interest in land which is within the area of
the relevant authority.

Licences Any licence (alone or jointly with others) to occupy land
in the area of the relevant authority for a month or
longer.

Corporate tenancies Any tenancy where (to a member’s knowledge):

(@) the landlord is the relevant authority;

(b)  the tenant is a body in which the relevant person
has
a beneficial interest.

Securities Any beneficial interest in securities of a body where:
(@) that body (to a member’'s knowledge) has a place
of

business or land in the area of the relevant
authority; and

(b)  either:
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(i) the total nominal value of the securities
exceeds £25,000 or one hundredth of the
total issued share capital of that body; or

(i) if the share capital of that body is more
than
one class, the total nominal value of the
shares of any one class in which the
relevant person has a beneficial interest
exceeds one hundredth of the total issued
share capital of that class.
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Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act, 1972 (as amended)
Access to information: Exempt information
Part 1

Descriptions of exempt information: England

1. Information relating to any individual.
2. Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual.
3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person

(including the authority holding that information).

4. Information relating to any consultations or negotiations, or contemplated
consultations or negotiations, in connection with any labour relations matter arising
between the authority or a Minister of the Crown and employees of, or office holders
under, the authority.

5. Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be
maintained in legal proceedings.

6. Information which reveals that the authority proposes:

(@) to give any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which requirements
are imposed on a person; or

(b)  to make an order or direction under any enactment.

7. Information relating to any action taken or to be taken in connection with the
prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime.

8. Information being disclosed during a meeting of a Scrutiny and Performance
Panel when considering flood risk management functions which:

(@)  Constitutes a trades secret;

(b) Its disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial
interests of any person (including the risk management authority);

(c) It was obtained by a risk management authority from any other person and

its disclosure to the public by the risk management authority would constitute a
breach of confidence actionable by that other person.
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Part 1 — Public Session

1.

10.

11.

12.

Apologies
To receive apologies for absence from Members of the Committee.

Substitutions
To receive notice of any substitutions for a Member of the Committee for the duration
of the meeting.

Minutes of the previous meeting
To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2025.
(Enclosed — p6-9)

Declarations of Interest and party whip
To receive declarations of interest or the party whip from Members in respect of items
on the agenda.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 (as amended):
To agree that the public be excluded from the private session during consideration of
the agenda items indicated for the reasons shown on the agenda.

Petition: Retain the flying of model aircraft at Aldridge Airport
For the Committee to consider a petition which has exceeded 500 signatures in
respect of retention of flying model aircraft at Aldridge Airport.

(Enclosed — p10-14)

Flood Risk Management Functions
To receive an overview of Flood Risk Management functions and how the Council
manages flood risk within the Borough.

(Enclosed — p15 -30)
Corporate Financial Performance — Quarter 2: Financial Monitoring Position for
2025/26
For the Committee to consider the Corporate Financial Performance for Quarter 2 for
the Economy and Environment directorate.

(Enclosed — p31-38)
Areas of focus — 2025/26
To consider the areas of focus for the Committee for the municipal year.

(Enclosed — p39-40)

Forward Plans
To receive the latest Forward Plans in respect of the following:
e Executive Forward Plans.
e Black Country Joint Executive Committee.
e West Midlands Combined Authority Board.
(Enclosed — p41 - 60)

Recommendation Tracker
To consider progress on recommendations from the previous meeting.
(Enclosed — p61)

Date of next meeting
To note that the date of the next meeting was due to take place on 18 November
2025.
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Minutes of the Street Scene and Communities Scrutiny
Committee held at Walsall Council House

Tuesday, 16 September 2025 at 6.00p.m.

Committee Members present:

Portfolio Holders present:

Officers present:

8. Apologies

Councillor M Follows (Chair)
Councillor S Cheema (Vice-Chair)
Councillor A Garcha

Councillor T Jukes

Councillor F Hassan

Councillor L Harrison

Councillor K Margetts

Councillor V Waters

Councillor J Whitehouse

Councillor M. Bird — Leader of the Council
Councillor A. Andrew — Prosperous Places &
Investment

Councillor A Hicken — Enforcement & Safe
Communities

Councillor S Samra — Street Scene

Dave Brown — Executive Director of Economy,
Environment and Communities.

Kathryn Moreton — Director of Place and
Environment

Paul Gordon — Director of Resilient Communities
Dave Elrington — Head of Community Safety and
Enforcement

Paul Leighton — Group Manager, Highways
Network.

Nikki Gough —Democratic Services Officer

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Bott, I. Hussian and

R. Larden.

9. Substitutions

Councillor T. Jukes substituted for Councillor P Bott for the duration of the

meeting.
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10.

11.

12.

Declarations of Interest and Party Whip

There were no declarations of interest or party whip.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 (as amended)
There were no items to be considered in private session.
Council Enforcement: Update on litter, fly tipping, fly posting

The Committee received a presentation from the Portfolio Holder for
Enforcement & Safe Communities which provided an update on priorities for
the year, he welcomed feedback from Committee Members.

A discussion was held on the enforcement of fly tipping in situations where
ownership wasn’t clear, and the Committee was informed by Officers and the
Portfolio Holder that an extensive mapping exercise had been carried out to
resolve discrepancies. Although this could be complex, a process was
necessary. Partnership work with WHG had created an agreement which
allowed enforcement on their land. It was hoped that this could be replicated
with other Partners.

Challenge was provided in relation to CCTV, and whether there had been an
increase in the CCTV team to support increased activity. The Portfolio Holder
confirmed that this was being considered in the context of a CCTV review and
consideration of resource allocation.

The Committee discussed the placement of litter bins and streets that were
repeatedly problematic in relation to litter and fly tipping. The Portfolio Holder
stated that further detail on this would be included in a future Cabinet report
and further enforcement activity would take place - this would be a targeted
approach. It was acknowledged that there were regulations in relation to how
the CCTV footage could be used, which placed limitations on its use by the
Council. The Director informed the Committee that an audit of litter bin
placement had been completed to ensure adequate distribution, stating that if
a location was a concern a request could be submitted via the Member portal
and that problematic areas were considered at the Enforcement Board.

Further to challenge, the Leader assured the Committee that every planning
application had a waste disposal strategy which was an integral part of the
planning application.

Members discussed skip days, and the Portfolio Holder confirmed that
everything would be considered to reduce fly tipping in the Borough.

The Portfolio holder for Street Scene confirmed that bulky waste collection
was working well, and when the new refuse centre was in operation, semi-
commercial waste collection would be offered. A discussion was held around
residents disposing of items on pavements (in front of houses), and it was
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13.

agreed that this was fly tipping. A trusted trader scheme was discussed to
prevent unlicensed waste collectors disposing of rubbish.

The Portfolio Holder informed the Committee that work was done with local
litter picking groups and schools. It was noted that volunteers had a dedicated
portal to report fly tipping.

Resolved:

1. That the Council Enforcement: Update on litter, fly tipping, fly
posting update be noted.
2. That an update be provided to a future meeting of the Committee.

School gate parking enforcement: recommendation monitoring

The Portfolio Holder informed the Committee that between April 2022 and
January 2023 a School Gate Parking working group considered the multi-
faceted approach that the council took to manage school gate parking, and
considered the following themes:

Engineering.
Partnerships.
Education.
Enforcement.

Progress to address recommendations of the working group was contained
within the report. The most significant progress since the submission of the
working group report was:

Obtaining moving traffic contravention enforcement powers.
Implementation and camera enforcement of school streets.
Camera enforcement of school ‘keep clear’ restrictions.
Ongoing delivery of the A*STARS programme.

There then ensued a period of questioning where discussions were held
around the involvement of schools, engagement of parents, A*Star
participation, school streets and partnership working with police. The
Committee requested that a briefing note on A*Stars was sent to all Elected
Members. Officers confirmed that this was possible, adding that a showcase
for all policing and safety, for Elected Members, was planned.

The importance of communicating with families from a range of different
backgrounds was stressed. Officers acknowledged this as a valid point and
agreed to consider alternative ways to reach parents in the future.

The Group Manager for Highways provided an explanation of enforcement
powers, explaining that some of these were reserved for the police only.
However, an open consultation had taken place in relation to the Council
gaining additional powers, which would help deal with a range of issues.
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14.

15.

16.

It was requested that a ward members should be briefed when civil

enforcement officers had visited schools, to allow effective enforcement with

residents. The Portfolio Holder agreed that this could be circulated.

The Committee requested that writing to Headteachers to promote the
A*Stars scheme should be prioritised.

Resolved
1. That the School gate parking enforcement: recommendation
monitoring report be noted.
2. That recommendation relating to writing to Headteachers, to
promote the A*Star scheme should be prioritised.
3. Members should receive briefings informing them when civil
enforcement officers had visited schools in their Ward.
4. A briefing noted describing the A*Star scheme should be
circulated to all Elected Members.
Areas of focus — 2025/26
Members considered the areas of focus 2025/26.
Resolved

That the areas of focus should be amended to include the Waste
Strategy in January 2026.

Forward Plans

The Committee considered the forward plans.

Resolved:
That the forward plans were noted.

Date of next meeting

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7.53p.m.

It was noted that the next meeting was due to take place on 21 October 2025.

Signed:

Date:
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Street Scene and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Agenda Item
No. 6

21 October 2025

Response to the Petition: “Retain the flying of model aircraft at Aldridge Airport”

Ward(s):

Aldridge Central and South and Aldridge North and Walsall Wood

Portfolios: Clir Gary Flint Culture, Health and Wellbeing

1. Aim

2,

1.1.

1.2.

Clir Adrian Andrew Statutory Deputy Leader — Prosperous Places
& Investment

A petition has been submitted calling on Walsall Council to retain the flying of
model aircraft at Aldridge Airport. The petition contained over 500 signatures.

The Council’s petitions scheme states that “if a petition contains at least 500
signatories the relevant senior officer will give evidence at a public meeting of
one of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committees. The authority has
determined that the response to such petitions must be given by either the
chief executive, executive directors, directors or heads of service. The
committee may also decide to call the relevant portfolio holder to attend the
meeting.”

Recommendations

2.1.
2.2.

This report recommends that:

The Committee agrees to progress with the Council’s plans to develop
Aldridge Airport as part of the Arboretum Country Park expansion, thereby
prioritising the creation of an inclusive and sustainable public green space
over its continued use for model aircraft activities.

Report detail — know

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

The Aldridge Airport site occupies a large area to the northeast of Aldridge
town centre, bordered by Bosty Lane and the former airfield perimeter.
Originally developed in the mid-20th century as a small civil airfield, the site
later transitioned to industrial and commercial uses following the airport’s
closure.

Today, the site comprises both open green space and areas of light industrial
and commercial development. Much of the site remains as open grassland
and informal recreation space, valued locally as providing opportunities for
walking, leisure, and wildlife habitat.

GMAC has operated on the site since 1947 and had a Stewardship
Agreement with the Council. In recent years, this arrangement has been set
out in 60-month agreements. These agreements have included provisions in
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3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

respect to the extension of the arrangement and the termination of the
agreement. Reasons for termination include the following:

This Contract may be ended at any time by either party giving the other no
less than 6 months prior notice in writing. Any such notice shall state the
reasons for termination.

In July 2024, GMAC was issued 12 months’ notice to cease operation from
Aldridge Airport Recreation Ground. The notice explained that the model
aero club’s activities were no longer compatible with the council’s long-term
plans for the Aldridge Airport Recreation Ground.

The site is to be developed as part of the Walsall Arboretum Country Park to
promote walking, cycling, recreation, and biodiversity in a safe and peaceful
environment. It was considered that continued operation of the model aero
club posed potential health and safety risks and conflicted with these future
aims.

Recognising the potential impact of relocation on the club, including the
associated time and financial implications, the Council exceeded the
contractual termination requirements by providing 12 months’ notice instead
of the required six months. In addition, the Council offered the only suitable
alternative site within its portfolio and waived all fees during this period to
enable the club to use those funds to support its relocation.

Despite officers’ efforts to cooperate with the club—including permitting the
operation of a final event after the agreement had ended—the club has not
yet vacated the site.

Financial information

3.9.

3.10.

3.11.

For the duration of the agreement, the Council has incurred recurring site
management and administrative costs, partially offset by permit fee income of
approximately £1,000 a year.

GMAC was financially responsible for insurance, damage repairs, and
operational costs associated with flying and events.

The agreement imposed no direct rental charge but established a cost-
sharing and indemnity framework designed to protect the Council from
liability while enabling safe recreational use of the site.

Reducing Inequalities

3.12.

3.13.

Good quality green spaces play a vital role in reducing social, health, and
environmental inequalities. By developing the Aldridge Airport site as an
expansion of Walsall Arboretum Country Park, the Council aims to create an
inclusive and accessible environment that promotes physical activity, mental
wellbeing, and community cohesion.

Enhanced walking and cycling routes, together with increased biodiversity
and natural landscaping, will provide safe and attractive spaces for residents
of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy outdoor recreation, regardless of
income or mobility. These improvements support healthier lifestyles, reduce

2
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isolation, and encourage engagement with nature — particularly benefiting
communities with limited access to private outdoor space.

3.14. Overall, the Council’s investment in transforming Aldridge Airport into a high-
quality public green space will contribute to narrowing health disparities,
improving environmental quality, and fostering equality of opportunity across
the borough.

4. Decide

4.1.  While the Council acknowledges the long-standing presence and contribution
of the Greenacres Model Aero Club, it must also take into account the wider
public benefits associated with developing the site as an expansion of the
Walsall Arboretum Country Park. The proposed development would enhance
access to high-quality green space, encourage walking and cycling, support
biodiversity, and promote health and wellbeing across the borough. These
improvements would help reduce health and social inequalities by providing a
safe, inclusive, and accessible environment for all residents.

4.2. The Committee is therefore asked to weigh the club’s wish to continue
operating on the site against the significant and long-term benefits of
redeveloping Aldridge Airport to deliver wider community access and
environmental enhancement

5. Respond

GMAC will be issued with a notice to stop operation and remove their
equipment from the site.

6. Review

The development of Walsall’'s Green Nature and Health Strategy (NHS),
including the development of strategic Local Nature Reserves will be
managed by a Steering Group that will report back to the Council and into
We are Walsall 2040.

Background papers

Appendix A: Notice issued to Greenacres Model Aero Club

Author

Jaki Brunton-Douglas

Healthy Spaces and Environment Manager
& 654371

>4 jaki.brunton-douglas@walsall.gov.uk
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Appendix A

Jim.mchugh@greenacresmac.co.uk
secretary@greenacresmac.co.uk

NOTICE
Dear Mr McHugh,

Re: Greenacres Model Aero Club — Notice to cease stewardship and use of
Aldridge Airport Recreation Ground (the “Site”).

As you are aware, Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council (the “council”) has
undertaken significant planting on the Aldridge Airport Recreation Ground site. This
is part of the council’s long-term vision for the site, which will see it developed as an
extension to the Walsall Arboretum Country Park. The council intends to promote
this site for walking, cycling and other recreational activities, whilst also improving
biodiversity. The future aims for this site are for it to provide a safe and serene
environment for these activities.

Unfortunately, the activities of Greenacres Model Aero Club are not compatible with
the future aims of the site. Once the site has been fully developed for its intended
purpose, there will be increased public presence at the site in terms of volume and
proximity, therefore the continued presence and activities of the club on site, is likely
to pose health and safety risks to the public (for example increased risks of near
misses) that must be mitigated by the council.

You are aware that the former Stewardship Agreement between the council and
Greenacres Model Aero Club relating to the site, expired in 2014 and no subsequent
agreement was entered into between the parties. Notwithstanding this, the former
termination provisions required a minimum of 6 months’ prior notice in writing to be
given by either party wishing to terminate the agreement. The council wishes to
assure the club that the decision to terminate was not undertaken lightly. Moreover,
the council is alive to the likely impact the decision to terminate will have on the club.
It is therefore in recognition of this, that the council now gives an extended notice
period of 12 months’ to terminate.

Greenacres Model Aero Club is hereby given 12 months’ Notice to cease
stewardship and use of the site at Aldridge Airport Recreation Ground. This
Notice is effective from 1 August s024. This means that the club must cease its
use and occupation of the site by 31 July 2025.

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this matter. If you have any
questions or need further clarification, please do not hesitate to me. Thank you for
your attention to this matter.
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Kind regards,

Jaki Brunton-Douglas
Healthy Spaces Team Manager
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Agenda
Street Scene and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee |tem No. 7

21 October 2025

Flood Risk Management Functions

Ward(s): All

Portfolios: ClIr Suky Samra - Street Scene

1. Aim

1.1.  The Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) is responsible for managing local flood
risks from surface water, groundwater, and ordinary watercourses. Its role is to
develop flood risk management strategies, investigate significant flooding
incidents, and maintain a register of flood risk assets. The aim is to reduce flood
risk, improve community resilience, and ensure sustainable, coordinated
management of local water resources.

2. Recommendations

2.1.  The Street Scene and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee are
asked to note the role of the council in respect to flood risk management.

3. Report detail

3.1.  Flooding occurs when water accumulates faster than it can drain away, typically
caused by heavy rainfall, rising river levels, or inadequate drainage. The severity
of flooding depends on local topography, land use, and weather conditions.

3.2. The main sources of flooding in Walsall are:

a. Surface Water Flooding (Pluvial): Heavy rainfall overwhelms local drainage
systems, particularly in built-up areas.

b. River and Watercourse Flooding (Fluvial): Occurs when rivers and streams
overflow, including along the River Tame.

c. Groundwater Flooding: Arises when prolonged rainfall causes the water table
to rise above the surface.

d. Sewer Flooding: Results when sewer systems exceed capacity, leading to
overflow from manholes or gullies.

3.3. Understanding the type and cause of flooding supports effective planning,
maintenance, and emergency response.
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3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

3.9.

3.10.

3.11.

3.12.

3.13.

3.14.

3.15.

3.16.

3.17.

3.18.

Lead Local Flood Authorities were established under the Flood and Water
Management Act 2010, following the 2007 floods and the recommendations of
the Pitt Review. The Act gave county and unitary authorities statutory powers to
manage local flood risks from surface water, groundwater, and ordinary
watercourses.

As the designated LLFA, Walsall Council has the following statutory duties:

Local Flood Risk Strategy: Maintaining and implementing the Black Country
Local Flood Risk Management Strategy in partnership with neighbouring
authorities.

Flood Risk Asset Register: Recording and maintaining details of structures or
features that affect local flood risk.

Investigation of Significant Flooding (Section 19): Investigating locally significant
flood events and publishing findings where thresholds are met.

Consenting and Enforcement on Ordinary Watercourses: Approving or refusing
works that may affect the flow of watercourses, and taking enforcement action
where necessary.

Recording Flood Incidents: Logging reports from residents and businesses to
support analysis and prioritisation of future mitigation work.

Under a Service Level Agreement (SLA), Staffordshire County Council supports
Walsall Council in delivering LLFA functions by providing technical expertise,
conducting Section 19 investigations, and managing the asset register.

Effective flood management requires joint working between multiple
organisations, each with specific statutory responsibilities:

Environment Agency: Manages flood risk from main rivers and reservoirs and
leads national strategy development.

Severn Trent Water Ltd: Responsible for the public sewer network and drainage
from properties.

Walsall Council (Planning Authority): Ensures new developments avoid high-risk
areas and incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).

Highway Authorities: Maintain road drainage to prevent flooding. National
Highways oversees motorways, while Walsall Council maintains local roads.

Riparian Owners: Landowners adjacent to watercourses must maintain them
and prevent blockages.

Property Owners: Are encouraged to implement property-level resilience
measures.
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3.19.

3.20.

3.21.

3.22.

3.23.

3.24.

3.25.

3.26.

3.27.

These organisations work collaboratively through local flood risk partnerships to
plan and deliver coordinated responses.

Beyond its LLFA duties, Walsall Council undertakes a range of functions across
departments that support flood resilience.

Planning Authority: The Council ensures flood risk is considered through the
planning process, requiring Flood Risk Assessments for developments in at-risk
areas and promoting the use of SuDS. The emerging Local Plan will embed
flood resilience within future development decisions.

Highway Authority: The Council maintains approximately 35,000 road gullies to
prevent highway flooding. In 2024/25, 31,000 gullies were inspected and
cleansed as part of the annual maintenance programme.In response to severe
weather warnings, precautionary storm alert measures are implemented,
including clearing debris, inspecting known flood hotspots, and deploying
additional out-of-hours staff. The Council also manages flood hotspot data—
currently identifying 79 locations, of which 25 have not experienced repeat
flooding since 2020 due to improved drainage maintenance and resilience
schemes.

Riparian Landowner: Where the Council owns land adjoining a watercourse, it
maintains the channel to prevent blockages and erosion. Recent maintenance
works have been completed at Anchor Meadow, Oak Park Playing Fields, and
Delves Green Allotments.

Emergency Planning: As a Category 1 Responder under the Civil Contingencies
Act 2004, the Council works with the Environment Agency and emergency
services to prepare for and respond to flood incidents. This includes providing
warnings, managing road closures, and establishing rest centres for affected
residents. It also leads on post-incident recovery, damage assessment, and
community support.

Between April 2024 and September 2025, the Council received 993 flood and
drainage-related enquiries, with 147 completed flood incident questionnaires
leading to 74 local investigations. Work is ongoing to integrate flood reporting
into the Council’s “Report It” online service to streamline communication and
improve response times.

The FAIR (Flood: Aware, Informed, Resilient) project, delivered across
Staffordshire and the Black Country, supports communities in understanding
and preparing for flood risks. Funded by DEFRA’s Flood and Coastal Resilience
Innovation Programme, it focuses on raising awareness and promoting practical
resilience measures.

Walsall Council plays a central role in coordinating flood risk management
across the borough, ensuring compliance with statutory duties and promoting

Page 17 of 61



partnership working among key agencies. Through a combination of
maintenance, planning control, investigation, and community engagement, the
Council seeks to reduce the impact of flooding and build long-term resilience.

3.28. Continued investment, collaboration, and proactive planning remain essential to
managing the increasing challenges of flood risk in the face of climate change
and urban development.

4. Finance

4.1. The following investments support the Council’s statutory obligations and local
initiatives aimed at reducing flood risk and improving infrastructure resilience.

Area of Expenditure Amount (£)
LLFA Staffing (1 FTE Engineer) £67,562
Service Level Agreement with Staffordshire County Council £50,011
Highway Drainage Maintenance (Revenue) £390,000
Highway Flood Resilience Schemes (Capital) £300,000
Land Drainage Maintenance £31,545

5. Reducing Inequalities

5.1.  Effective flood risk management helps reduce inequalities by protecting
vulnerable communities that are often most exposed and least able to recover
from flooding. By prioritising investment in high-risk and deprived areas,
ensuring inclusive warning and response systems, and supporting fair recovery
through accessible advice and funding, it lessens health, housing, and economic
impacts. In doing so, it strengthens community resilience, safeguards essential
services, and promotes a fairer, more equitable recovery for all residents.

6. Decide
There is no decision required by the committee.
7. Review

Flood risk management in the Black Country is coordinated through a joint Local Flood
Risk Management Strategy shared by Walsall, Dudley, Sandwell, and Wolverhampton
councils. The strategy outlines collective objectives, responsibilities, and actions to
manage local flood risk and is supported by annually reviewed action plans that reflect
new data, schemes, and funding opportunities. Progress is monitored collaboratively by
the partner authorities alongside the Environment Agency, Severn Trent Water, and
other Risk Management Authorities to ensure a consistent, area-wide approach to
reducing flood risk and improving community resilience.

8. Appendices

8.1.  Appendix A: LLFA led Section 19 Formal Flood Investigations Apr 2024 to Sept
2025
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8.2.

8.3.

8.4.

8.5.

8.6.

Appendix B: RMA led Informal Flood Investigations Apr 2024 to Sept 2025
Appendix C: LLFA led Grant Funded Scheme List

Appendix D: Highway Drainage Schemes April 2024 Sept 25

Appendix E: Land Drainage Schemes April 2024 Sept 25

Appendix F: Road Gully Cleansing Risk Categories and Cycle Lengths

Background papers

Local Strategy for Flood Risk Management — The Black Country
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/flooding-and-drainage/flooding-advice

Author

Helen Ingram

Principal Drainage Engineer

@ 01922 654399

>4l Floodriskmanagement@walsall.gov.uk
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Appendix A

LLFA led Section 19 Formal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025

Month
Location Ward Questionnaire Investigation Status | (Targeted) Completion Date
Received
Farmbridge Way/Grenville Close Bentley & Darlaston North Sep-24 Active Oct-25
Wednesbury Road :
- A -2
(Nr Oxford Street) Pleck Sep-24 ctive Oct-25
The S“mmer. Hayes Estate Short Heath Sep-24 Active Oct-25
(Inc Spring Lane)
A461 Walsall Road Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Nov-24 Active Oct-25
(Nr Barons Court Hotel)
A461 Lichfield Road Rushall-Shelfield Nov-24 Active Oct-25

(Navies Bridge)
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Appendix B

WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025

Location Ward Questio.nnaire Investigation C(::[g)le:teigL
Received Status

Date
Bloxwich Road (Near Beatrice Street) Birchills - Leamore May-24 Complete N/A
Howdles Lane Brownhills May-24 Complete N/A
Wolverhampton Road Pelsall May-24 Complete N/A
Farriers Mill Pelsall May-24 Complete N/A
Chantrey Crescent Pheasey Park Farm May-24 Complete N/A
Stanbury Avenue Darlaston South May-24 Complete N/A
Foley Road West Streetly May-24 Complete N/A
Thornhill Road Streetly May-24 Complete N/A
Rutland Street Blakenall May-24 Complete N/A
Vernon Avenue Brownhills May-24 Complete N/A
Park Hall Road Paddock May-24 Complete N/A
Station Street Darlaston South May-24 Complete N/A
Skip Lane Paddock May-24 Complete N/A
Walstead Road Palfrey May-24 Complete N/A
Temple Road Willenhall South May-24 Complete N/A
Glastonbury Crescent Bloxwich West Jul-24 Complete N/A
Green Lane Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Jul-24 Complete N/A
Gwendoline Way Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Aug-24 Complete N/A
The Green Aldridge Central & South Sep-24 Complete N/A
Walker Road Blakenall Sep-24 Complete N/A
Dryden Close Short Heath Sep-24 Complete N/A
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WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025

Location Ward Questio‘nnaire Investigation C(::[g)le:teigL
Received Status

Date
Collingwood Drive Pheasey Park Farm Sep-24 Complete N/A
Farmbridge Way Bentley & Darlaston North Sep-24 Complete N/A
Grenville Close Bentley & Darlaston North Sep-24 Complete N/A
Sandringham Avenue Willenhall North Sep-24 Complete N/A
Bloxwich Road South Willenhall South Sep-24 Complete N/A
Fibbersley Willenhall South Sep-24 Complete N/A
The Hayes Short Heath Sep-24 Complete N/A
Ford Street Pleck Sep-24 Complete N/A
Cedar Drive Streetly Sep-24 Complete N/A
Chester Road (Near Boundary Road) Streetly Sep-24 Complete N/A
Broadway Paddock Sep-24 Complete N/A
King Charles Avenue Bentley & Darlaston North Oct-24 Complete N/A
Ablewell Street St Matthews Oct-24 Complete N/A
Wednesbury Road Pleck Oct-24 Complete N/A
New Mills Street Palfrey Oct-24 Complete N/A
Boundary Road Streetly Oct-24 Complete N/A
Calthorpe Road Paddock Oct-24 Complete N/A
Lichfield Road (Near finger post) Pelsall Oct-24 Complete N/A
Lichfield Road, Sandhills Brownhills Oct-24 Complete N/A
Sutton Road Paddock Nov-24 Complete N/A
Danesway Close Streetly Nov-24 Complete N/A
Lake Avenue Paddock Nov-24 Complete N/A
Stonehouse Avenue Willenhall South Nov-24 Complete N/A
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WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025

Location Ward Questio‘nnaire Investigation C(::[g)le:teigL
Received Status
Date
W'hampton Road West (County Bridge) Willenhall South Nov-24 Complete N/A
Birchtree Hollow Short Heath Nov-24 Complete N/A
Barr Lakes Lane Pheasey Park Farm Nov-24 Complete N/A
Michael Road Darlaston South Dec-24 Complete N/A
Stencils Road Paddock Jan-25 Complete N/A
Park Avenue Willenhall South Jan-25 Complete N/A
A461 Lichfield Road - Navies Bridge Rushall - Shelfield Nov-24 Complete N/A
Middlemore Lane West Aldridge Central & South Jan-25 Complete N/A
Stafford Road Bloxwich West Nov-24 Complete N/A
Aston Road Willenhall Jan-25 Complete N/A
Bell Lane Bloxwich West Feb-25 Complete N/A
Inglewood Road Streetly Mar-25 Complete N/A
A461 Walsall Road (Nr Barons Court hotel) Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Nov-24 Complete N/A
Aldridge Road (near Lindon Primary School) Streetly Apr-25 Complete N/A
Erdington Road (near Foley Road West) Streetly Sep-25 Complete N/A
Lichfield Road (near Tinman Island) Brownhills Jul-25 Complete N/A
A461 Lichfield Road (near Borneo Street) Aug-25 Complete N/A
Chester Road (near Birch Lane) Aug-25 Complete N/A
Walsall Road Aldridge Central & South Sep-25 Complete N/A
Allens Lane Pelsall Jun-25 Complete N/A
Woodside Road Paddock Jul-25 Complete N/A
St Johns Close Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Jul-25 Complete N/A
Cedar Avenue Brownhills Jul-25 Complete N/A
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WMBC RMA Informal Flood Investigations April 2024 to September 2025

. Questionnaire | Investigation (Targete.d)
Location Ward . Completion
Received Status
Date
Clayhanger Road Brownhills Aug-25 Complete N/A
Bescot Drive Pleck Aug-25 Complete N/A
Walstead Road/Bescot Crescent Palfrey Aug-25 Complete N/A
A461 Lichfield Road (near Travis Perkins) Rushall - Shelfield Sep-25 Ordered Oct-25
Somerfield Close Rushall - Shelfield Sep-25 Ordered Oct-25
Bescot Crescent Palfrey Sep-25 Ordered Oct-25
Wolverhampton Road (fingerpost Junction) Pelsall Sep-25 Ordered TBC
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Appendix C

LLFA led Grant funded Scheme List

Funding Scheme Delivery
Project Name Stream National Project Number | Year* Status
Bloxwich Road Community Resilience Scheme FDGIA SNC501E/000A/237A 2024 Complete
Valley Road, Blakenall Community Engagement FCRIP N/A 2025-2026 Ongoing
Howdles Lane Community Engagement FCRIP N/A 2025-2026 Ongoing
Edison Walk - Walsall PLR Scheme FDGIA SNC501E/000A/227A 2031 Feasibility Stage
Larksmill Community Protection (Pelsall Wood) FDGIA SNC501E/000A/276A 2030 Feasibility Stage
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Appendix D

Highway Drainage Works Programme A

ril 2024 to September 2025

Location Ward Work Category Status
Upper Forster Street St Matthews Highway Drainage Repair Complete
BAT55 L|chf|eJISnF§)iaocrI]/ Chase Road Brownhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete
The Parade Brownhills Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
A46‘I(;_;cnh(;‘|heilli)Road Brownhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Bloxwich Road Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
A452 Chester Road (Nr Wheats Nursery) | Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Pooles Lane Short Heath Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete
Lichfield Road Willenhall North Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Greaves Crescent Willenhall North Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Bescot Road/ Slaney Road Pleck Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Fibbersley Willenhall Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Chapel Lane/ Merlions Wood Paddock Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Green Lane, Walsall Wood Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Ditching Complete
Gould Firm Lane- Hobbs Hole Lane Aldridge Central & South Highway Ditching Complete
Pinfold Lane Pheasey Park Farm Highway Ditching Complete
Walsall Wood Road Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Bloxwich Road South Willenhall South Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Ablewell Street St Matthews Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Fibbersley - Phase 2 Willenhall South Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Addenbrooke Street Leamore Highway Drainage Repair Complete
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Highway Drainage Works Programme April 2024 to September 2025

Location Ward Work Category Status
Bosty Lane Aldridge Central & South Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
New Mills Street Palfrey Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Wood Lane Pelsall Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete
Lichfield Road, Pelsall Pelsall Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Stafford Street Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Stafford Street/ Proffitt Street Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Freer Street St Matthews Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Vernon Avenue Brownbhills Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Wolverhampton Road Pelsall Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Middlemore Lane West Aldridge Central & South Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
A461 Lichfield Road (Nr Salters Road) Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
A452 Chester Road (Nr Boundary Rd) Streetly Highway Drainage Repair Complete
The Hayes Short Heath Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
A461 Lichfield Road (Nr Barons Court) Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Vicarage Close Brownbhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Inglewood Grove Streetly Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
M6 Jct 9 Gyratory & Bescot Road Pleck Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Queens Road Paddock Highway Drainage Improvement Complete
Victor Street Pelsall Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete
Orchard Road Willenhall South Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Bloxwich Road Leamore Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk Complete
Stafford Road Bloxwich East Highway Ditching Complete
Cedar Avenue Brownhills Highway Drainage Repair Complete
Fishley Lane Bloxwich East Watercourse Trash Screen Maintenance Complete
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Highway Drainage Works Programme A

ril 2024 to September 2025

Location Ward Work Category Status
Doe Bank Lane Pheasey Park Farm Highway Ditching Complete
Lewis Street/ Mary Street Birchills - Leamore Highway Drainage Improvement Complete

A461 Lichfield Road (Navies Bridge)

Rushall - Shelfield

Flood Monitoring Equipment upgrade

Works Ordered

The Crescent

Paddock

Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk

Works Ordered

Friezland Lane

Brownhills

Alterations to the highway to mitigate flood risk

Works Ordered

Sneyd Lane

Bloxwich West

Highway Drainage Improvement

Design Stage

A452 Chester Road

Aldridge North & Walsall Wood

Culvert Improvement Works

Design Stage
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Appendix E

Land Drainage Schemes 2024-2025

Location Ward Work Category Status
Oak Park Playing Fields Aldridge North & Walsall Wood Watercourse Maintenance Complete
Anchor Meadow Playing Fields Aldridge Central & South Watercourse Maintenance Complete
Leyland Farm Open Space Pelsall Watercourse Maintenance Complete
Grenfell Road Allotments Bloxwich East Watercourse Maintenance Complete
Delves Green Road Allotments Palfrey Watercourse Maintenance Complete
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Appendix F

Highway Drainage - Road Gully Cleansing Risk Categories and Cycle Lengths

Category | Risk Category Count Cycle Length | Annual Cleanse

1 Non- WMBC Assets 360 Ad Hoc -
2 Asset not within the adopted Highway Boundary 2,577 Ad Hoc -
3 Asset Located within Local Flood Hotspot 752 | Six-monthly 1,504
4 Assets within EA 100yr Flood Zone (USRN-Level) 12,117 Annual 12,117
5 Classified Road Network (A/B/C Roads) 2,907 Annual 2,907
6 Assets within District Centres (USRN-Level) 591 Annual 591
7 Assets Located within Unclassified Roads 50%+ Silt Last Inspection 17,876 Annual 17,876
8 Asset located within Unclassified Roads 0/25% Silt Last Inspection 1,050 Biennial 525

Total: 38,230 35,520
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STREET SCENE AND COMMUNITIES
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE Agenda Item No. 8

21 OCTOBER 2025

Corporate Financial Performance — Quarter 2: Financial Monitoring Position for 2025/26
Ward(s) All
Portfolio: Councillor S Samra — Street Scene
Councillor A Hicken — Enforcement & Safe Communities
Councillor G Flint - Culture, Health and Wellbeing
1. Aim

To provide the budget monitoring position for Period 6 2025/26. The Chair requested
that this item be considered by the Committee.

2. Recommendations
The Committee are requested to:

2.1 To note the revenue and capital forecast for the financial year-end 2025/26 for the
services that fall under the remit of the committee.

3. Report detail — know

3.1 This report summarises the forecast revenue and capital financial position for
2025/26, based on the position to September 2025, for services within the remit of
the Street Scene and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee, as reported
to Cabinet on 15 October 2025. The full Cabinet report can be accessed by the
following link:

Corporate Financial Performance 2025/26 — Cabinet 15 October 2025

The current net forecast position on the £31.688m revenue budget is an underspend
of £0.208m after the net use of reserves.
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3.2 Reasons for the current revenue position are shown in Table 1 below:

Table 1 — Reasons for revenue outturn variance

Service Varlar‘l‘:c;: Explanation of Forecast Year End Variance

Environment (0.019) | Underspend on staffing costs
Nil variance - Bereavement services income forecatsed on

Commercial 0.000 | target for delivery, savings within Markets have been
mitigated

Highways & (0.071) | Environmental Protection staffing underspend

Transportation

Emergency (0.000) | Nil Variance

Planning
Saving achieved through the application of the Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) grant, which is provided to

Operations (0.862) suppo.rt local authorltles in improving the collection and
recycling of plastics and packaging waste. The grant enables
existing service costs to be offset, delivering a direct saving to
the Council’s budget

Library Services (0.030) | Under spend on non-staffing spend
Forecasted spend relating to the approved cabinet report for
Enforcement spend in 2025/26 to increase visible security and

Regulatory Services 0.652 | enforcement initiatives across Walsall with the intention of
reducing fly-tipping and reducing ASB and crime across the
borough

Communl’qes & 0.122 | Pressure relating to Pledges commitments

Partnerships

Total Services

within remit of this (0.208)

Committee
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3.3 The forecast revenue position by service is shown in Table 2 below:

Table 2- Forecast Revenue Outturn 2025/26

Annual Year End Planned Action | Variance aftel
Service Budget Forgcast Use of Plan Res_erves &
Variance Reserves Action Plan
£m £m £m £m £m

Environment 0.629 0.005 (0.024) 0.000 (0.01¢
Commercial (1.074) 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00
Highways & Transportation 5.700 0.865 (0.936) 0.000 (0.071
Emergency Planning 0.269 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00
Operations 20.293 (0.803) (0.059) 0.000 (0.862
Library Services 2.366 (0.030) 0.000 0.000 (0.03c
Regulatory Services 1.700 0.657 (0.005) 0.000 0.65
Communities & Partnerships 1.805 0.122 0.000 0.000 0.12
Total Services within remit
of this Committee 31.688 0.816 (1.024) (0.000) (0.20¢

3.4

Reasons for Movements — Quarter One to Quarter Two

The June forecast position reported to Cabinet for services within the remit of this
committee in July 2025 was an overspend of £0.222m therefore, there is a net
decrease in the overspend of £0.430m over the period. The key reasons for
movements are detailed in Table 3 below:

Table 3 — Reasons for movement

Movement
Service £m Reason for movement
Environment (0.025) | Reduction in staffing costs
Commercial
(0.130) | Base budget realignment in year
Highways & Transportation (0.071) | Environmental Protection staffing underspend

Emergency Planning

(0.000)

Minor variances

Operations

(0.946)

Saving achieved through the application of the
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) grant,
which is provided to support local authorities in
improving the collection and recycling of plastics
and packaging waste. The grant enables existing
service costs to be offset, delivering a direct saving
to the Council’s budget

Library Services

(0.030)

Reduction in staffing costs

Regulatory Services

0.650

Forecasted spend relating to the approved cabinet
report for Enforcement spend in 2025/26 to
increase visible security and enforcement
initiatives across Walsall with the intention of
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reducing fly-tipping and reducing ASB and crime
across the borough

Communities & Partnerships

0.122

Pressure relating to Pledges commitments

Total Services within remit
of this Committee

(0.430)

3.5. Reserves

The total allocated reserves for Street Scene and Communities in 2025/26 are
£12.432m of which net £1.024m has been used or committed to date. Table 4
below details the current net use of reverses included within the forecast.

Table 4 - Summary of use of reserves and transfer to reserves
Balance
Allocated Use of | Transfer to of
Reserve Details reserve reserve reserve reserve
£m £m £m £m
Environment 1.338 (0.024) 0.000 1.314
Commercial 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Highways & Transportation 10.771 (0.936) 0.000 9.835
Emergency Planning 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Operations 0.012 (0.059) 0.000 (0.047)
Library Services 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Regulatory Services 0.005 (0.005) 0.000 0.000
Communities & Partnerships 0.306 0.000 0.000 0.306
Total Reserves 12.432 (1.024) 0.000 11.408

3.6. Risks

For the services under the remit of this committee, there are currently no high risks
being reported. If any risks are identified during the remainder of the financial year they
will be identified in the monitoring position, If these risks become certainties, they will
need to be included in the forecast position as overspends unless alternative action
can be identified to mitigate these costs.

3.7 Service Transformation Plan Benefits

Included within the budget for 2025/26 for services within the remit of this Committee
are £2.189m of approved savings. Table 5 gives an early indication of the progress
towards implementing these benefits:

Each benefit is “BRAG” categorised as follows:
e Blue (delivered);
e Green (on track to be delivered with no issues at year end of 2025/26);
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e Amber (not guaranteed at this stage but no major issues expected, some
management action needed to ensure delivery) or,
e Red - (at high risk of not being achieved either in part or in full and therefore a
robust delivery plan is required);

Table 5: Delivery of 2025/26 approved savings — services within the remit of this Committee

Saving

Total
savings

£m

Delivered

(Blue)
£m

To be
delivered by
31/03/24

(Green)
£m

Not fully
guaranteed

(Amber)
£m

OP50 Leisure health checks
based on 5% forecast take up

(0.020)

(0.008)

(0.012)

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Outsource Outdoor
Pursuits Service to a
community group

(0.013)

(0.013)

0.000

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Increase in bulky
waste charges from £10 to
£30 for up to 3 items, £50 for
4-6 items and £70 for 7-9
items

(0.011)

(0.005)

(0.006)

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Street lighting
dimming & trimming during the
evening

(0.120)

(0.060)

(0.060)

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Seek sponsorship of
all festive lights

(0.040)

0.000

0.000

0.000

(0.040)

2024/25 Parking dispensation
charging of £15 per vehicle
per day

(0.011)

0.000

(0.011)

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Increase On Street
Parking charges

(0.009)

(0.009)

0.000

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Improvement to DD
collection processes

(0.010)

(0.010)

0.000

0.000

0.000

OP52 Review of coffee shop
operations

(0.010)

0.000

(0.010)

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Income generation
review of fees and charges -
increase bereavement
charges by 5%, registrars and
interment fees by 3%

(0.094)

(0.039)

(0.055)

0.000

0.000

OP70 (Part) Fees and
charges - Active Living

(0.048)

0.000

(0.048)

0.000

0.000

OP70 (Part) Fees and
charges - Registrars,
Crematorium

(0.044)

(0.018)

(0.026)

0.000

0.000

OP70 (Part) Fees and
charges - Parks, Community
Activity, Fleet, Waste,
Environmental Health

(0.036)

(0.015)

(0.021)

0.000

0.000

OP70 (Part) Fees and
charges - H&T

(0.004)

(0.002)

(0.002)

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Bereavement
services new memorial garden

(0.055)

0.000

0.000

0.000

(0.055)
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at North Walsall Cemetery
(linked capital investment of
£480k required)

P3 Phased changes to school
crossing patrols

(0.190)

0.000

(0.050)

0.000

(0.140)

P5 Seek sponsorship for
festive decorations

(0.030)

0.000

0.000

0.000

(0.030)

OP5 Commercialisation of
services - potential to develop
services to be self-funding -
Registrars

(0.001)

0.000

(0.001)

0.000

0.000

OP71 Markets Review

(0.060)

0.000

0.000

0.000

(0.060)

OP2 Introduce an annual
administration charge to
faciliate free parking permits
for staff

(0.010)

(0.010)

0.000

0.000

0.000

OP7 Increase current parking
charges by a further 20%

(0.070)

(0.055)

(0.015)

0.000

0.000

OP8 Increase in Citizenship
income

(0.050)

(0.020)

(0.030)

0.000

0.000

OP32 20% reduction in post
room costs

(0.050)

0.000

(0.050)

0.000

0.000

OP33 Reduce cleaning
standards in council buildings
to minimum & review of
caretaking services to
open/close service.

(0.320)

0.000

(0.320)

0.000

0.000

OP51 (part) Leisure review
and health initiatives (Leisure
review)

(0.165)

0.000

(0.100)

0.000

(0.065)

OP51 (part) Leisure review
and health initiatives (Leisure
services)

(0.220)

0.000

(0.139)

0.000

(0.081)

OP57 Increase bulky waste
collection charges by 20%

(0.020)

(0.008)

(0.012)

0.000

0.000

OP58 Reduction in costs
linked to Waste
Strategy/Sherbourne

(0.400)

0.000

0.000

0.000

(0.400)

2024/25 Income generation -
full cost recovery of penalty
notices for fly tipping

(0.004)

(0.002)

(0.002)

0.000

0.000

2024/25 Review of Libraries
Management

(0.047)

(0.047)

0.000

0.000

0.000

OP70 (Part) Fees and
charges - Libraries &
Regulatory

(0.004)

(0.002)

(0.002)

0.000

0.000

OP53 Community Cohesion
and Social Integration — aim to
merge a community safety
and cohesion management
resource

(0.013)

(0.013)

0.000

0.000

0.000

OP54 Efficiencies within
Community Safety and
Enforcement

(0.010)

(0.004)

(0.006)

0.000

0.000

Total

(2.189)

(0.340)

(0.978)

(0.000)

(0.871)
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Capital Summary

The capital programme budget for the services under the remit of the Street Scene and
Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee is £23.92m with the current forecast
position projected to £22.45m for Period 6 (September) as detailed in Table 6 below. The
proposed £1.45m carry forward is split across a number of service areas.

Table 6- Capital Forecast 2025/26
Actual Year Proposed
. Annual carry filwd
Service Year to | Forecast End
Budget Date Variance to
2026/27

£m £m £m £m £m
Council Funded
Communities and
Partnership 0.36 0.22 0.31 (0.04) (0.03)
Environment Services 5.44 5.56 5.38 (0.05) (0.05)
Highways, Transport &
Operations 4.02 1.53 4.02 - -
Commercial Services 0.09 0.02 0.08 (0.00) -
Total Council Funded 9.90 7.34 9.80 (0.10) (0.08)
External Funded
Communities and
Partnership 0.08 0.01 0.08 0.00 0.00
Environment Services 1.63 0.85 0.57 (1.07) (1.07)
Highways, Transport &
Operations 12.31 4.85 12.01 (0.30) (0.30)
Commercial Services - - - 0.00 0.00
Total Externally
Funded 14.02 5.71 12.65 (1.37) (1.37)
TOTAL 23.92 13.04 22.45 (1.47) (1.45)

Financial information

The financial implications are as set out in the main body of this report. The council has a
statutory responsibility to set a balanced budget and to ensure it has an adequate level of
reserves. The council will take a medium-term policy led approach to all decisions on
resource allocation.
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5.1

6.1

7.1

8.1

Reducing Inequalities

Services consider and respond to equality issues in setting budgets and delivering
services. Irrespective of budgetary pressures, the Council must fulfil equal opportunities
obligations.

Decide

To approve the recommendations as set out in this report.

Respond

The Executive Director for Environment, Housing and Communities, with finance in support
will be working with Directors and Heads of service to review the forecast, to continue to
implement actions for any further forecasts and to consider these financial implications in
line with the council’s budget setting process.

Review

Regular monitoring reports are presented to Cabinet to inform them of the financial forecast
for 2025/26, including an update on risks and impact on the budget for 2026/27 and beyond.

Background papers: Various financial working papers

Contact Officers:

Ross Hutchinson, Head of Finance — Deputy Section 151 Officer
07415 308513, X ross.hutchinson@walsall.gov.uk

Sundeep Sangha — Strategic Finance Business Partner
01922 653018 P4 sundeep.sangha@walsall.gov.uk

Dave Brown
Executive Director, Environment, Housing and Communities
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Streets Scene and Communities — Area of Focus — 2025/26

24 July 2025 16 September 2025 21 October 2025 18 November 2025 19 January 2026 3 February 2026 24 March 2026

Deadline: 22/08 Deadline: 13/10 Deadline: 10/11 Deadline: 09/01 Deadline: 26/01 Deadline: 16/03
Communities Street Scene Communities Street Scene Communities Street Scene

Prioritisation of work | Enforcement of litter | Flood Risk Community Road markings, Partnership Tree Planting
programme and associated fines = Management Cohesion Update street signs, 20 working with West | Strategy including
including Functions mph zones and Midlands Police on @ tree maintenance
fly tipping, fly posting Voluntary Sector general road safety | traffic speed
update Petition - Retain the = and relationship enforcement Food Waste and
flying of model with our volunteers = Amenity Grass post-completion
School gate parking aircraft at Aldridge Cutting Strategy Chief update on
enforcement — Airport Climate Change Superintendent Middlemore Lane
Recommendation Action Plan and Net = Council Waste HWRC
monitoring Draft Budget and Zero 2041 Strategy = Strategy and
Capital Programme Simpler Recycling
in England

*Quarter 1 and Quarter 3 Financial reports will be circulated via e-mail to Members of the Committee and will not form part of the
Committee’s Agenda unless specially requested by the Committee.
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Streets Scene and Communities — Area of Focus — 2025/26

Recommendation Monitoring and Outstanding Items

Prioritisation topics from the previous Economy and Environment OSC and Middlemore Lane — Recycling Centre Site Visit
based on remit of the Street Scene and Communities OSC: Enforcement working group recommendation monitoring — Late 2026
PCC

Severn Trent PLC — Is a Risk Management Authority (RMA) and has a statutory
responsibility to manage flood risk within Walsall alongside other RMAs.

If the Members wish to request ST attendance, what should the focus be on?

- Request for flood risk information in respect of Walsall.

- How ST manage foul, combined and surface water.

- What is Walsall’s flood risk?

- Does ST have any plans to mitigate droughts that some parts of England
have faced?

*Quarter 1 and Quarter 3 Financial reports will be circulated via e-mail to Members of the Committee and will not form part of the
Committee’s Agenda unless specially requested by the Committee.
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6 October 2025

FORWARD PLAN OF KEY DECISIONS

Council House,
Lichfield Street,
Walsall, WS1 1TW
www.walsall.gov.uk
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FORWARD PLAN

The forward plan sets out decisions that are termed as “key decisions” at least 28 calendar days before they are due to be taken by the
Executive (Cabinet). Also included on the plan are other decisions to be taken by the Cabinet (“non-key decisions”). Preparation of the forward
plan helps the Council to programme its work. The purpose of the forward plan is to give plenty of notice and an opportunity for consultation on
the issues to be discussed. The plan is updated each month with the period of the plan being rolled forward by one month and republished.
Copies of the plan can be obtained from Democratic Services, Walsall MBC, Council House, Walsall, WS1 1TW Craig.Goodall@walsall.gov.uk
and can also be accessed from the Council’s website at www.walsall.gov.uk. The Cabinet is allowed to make urgent decisions which do not
appear in the forward plan, however, a notice will be included on the agenda for the relevant Cabinet meeting which explains the reasons why.

Please note that the decision dates are indicative and are subject to change. Please contact the above addressee if you wish to check the date
for a particular item.

The Cabinet agenda and reports are available for inspection by the public 7 days prior to the meeting of the Cabinet on the Council’s website.
Background papers are listed on each report submitted to the Cabinet and members of the public are entitled to see these documents unless
they are confidential. The report also contains the name and telephone number of a contact officer. These details can also be found in the
forward plan.

Meetings of the Cabinet are open to the public. Occasionally there are items included on the agenda which are confidential and for those items
the public will be asked to leave the meeting. The forward plan will show where this is intended and the reason why the reports are confidential.
Enquiries regarding these reasons should be directed to Democratic Services (Craig.Goodall@walsall.gov.uk).

“Key decisions” are those decisions which have a significant effect within the community or which involve considerable expenditure or savings.
With regard to key decisions the Council’s Constitution states:

(1) A key decision is:

(i) any decision in relation to an executive function which results in the Council incurring expenditure which is, or the
making of savings which are, significant, having regard to the Council’s budget for the service or function to which the
decision relates or

(i) any decision that is likely to have significant impact on two or more wards within the borough.

(2)  The threshold for “significant” expenditure/savings is £500,000.

(3) A decision taker may only make a key decision in accordance with the requirements of the Executive Procedure Rules set
out in Part 4 of this Constitution.
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FORWARD

PLAN OF KEY DECISIONS

NOVEMBER 2025 TO MARCH 2026

(06.10.2025)

1 2 3 4 5
7
Ref;j;el"ce Decision to be considered (to Decision | Background papers (if Main consultees | Contact | Date item to
pate first | provide adequate details for those both | maker | any) and Contact Officer Member be
Shisiadiy in and outside the Council) (A considered
an Members
can be
written to at
Civic
Centre,
Walsall)
47/25 Performance Management Cabinet Shaun Darcy Internal Services Clir Bird 15 October
: 2025
(1.9.25) Framework Key Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov.
To approve a new Performance Decision | uk
Management Framework, which sets
out internal controls, processes and
procedures for managing performance.
33/25 Draft Revenue Budget and Draft Cabinet Shaun Darcy Council tax payers, | CliIr Bird 15 October
. i 2025
(7.7.25) Capital F’rogramme 2026/27 to Nonkey | Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov. business rate
2029/30: - payers, voluntary
Decision | uk .
, . and community
To provide an updated medium term organisations
financial outlook, draft revenue budget '
and capital programme for 2026/27 to Internal Services
2029/30, including savings proposals.
34/25 Corporate Financial Performance Cabinet Shaun Darcy Internal Services Clir Bird 15 October
2025/26: 2025
(7.7.25) Non-key | Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov.
To report the financial position based Decision | uk
on 6 months to September 2025.
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44/25 Walsall Borough Local Plan (WBLP) | Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 15 October
— Consultation on the Draft _ Andrew 2025
(4.8.25) (Regulation 18) Local Plan: Key. . Simon.Tranter@walsall.go
Decision | v.uk
To seek approval to consult on a draft
WBLP (Regulation 18 version),
appended to the report, along with
supporting local plan evidence.
40/25 Adult Learning Centre: Cabinet David Moore Internal Services Clir 15 October
) _ _ Andrew 2025
(4.8.25) | To approve the final business case for | Key David.Moore@walsall.gov. | Walsall College
the Adult Learning Centre Project and | Decision | uk
delegate authority to proceed with
construction and delivery of project.
This will be a private session report
containing commercially sensitive
information.
49/25 Electric Vehicle Charging — Private Cabinet Kathryn Moreton Internal Services Clir 15 October
: Andrew 2025
(1.9.25) Sector Investment Key Kathryn.Moreton@walsall.
To approve the appointment of a Decision | gov.uk
delivery partner to install and maintain
electric vehicle charge point
infrastructure over a 15-year
concession on the adopted highway
and council land including council
owned car parks.
21/25 Lifelong Learning, Employment and | Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 15 October
i : Statham | 2025
(6.5.25) Skills Strategy Key Simon.Tranter@walsall.go
To approve the Walsall Lifelong Decision | v.uk
Learning, Employment and Skills Sharon Kelly
4
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Strategy and support the development
of an implementation plan.

Sharon.Kelly@walsall.gov.
uk

29/25 West Midlands Safe Centre: Cabinet Colleen Male Internal Services Clir 15 October
. Statham | 2025

(2.6.25) | To seek approval for Walsall Council to | Key Colleen.Male@walsall.gov.

join the West Midlands Safe Centre. Decision | uk

This will be a private session report

containing commercially sensitive

information.
54/25 High Needs Funding Consultation: Cabinet Sharon Kelly Internal Services Clir M. 15 October
(10.9.25) | To authorise consultation with schools | Key Sharon.Kelly@walsall.gov. | schools Forum Statham | 25

on changes to the DSG High Needs Decision | uk

banding top-up rates for mainstream

schools, to bring Walsall in line with

regional authority rates.
55/25 Mainstream Schools Local Funding | Cabinet Sharon Kelly Internal Services Clir M. 15 October

Formula 2026/27: Statham | 25
(10.9.25) Key Sharon.Kelly@walsall.gov. | schools Forum

To approve the proposed Mainstream | Decision | uk

Schools Local Funding Formula

2026/27.
35/25 Contract Award for the Integrated Cabinet Nadia Inglis Internal Services Clir Flint | 15 October

Sexual Health Service and the . : 2025
(7:7.29) | Healthy Child Programme 0-19: gzision Ead'a"”q"S@Wa'Sa”'qOV'“

To seek approval to award contracts
for the Public Health funded Integrated
Sexual Health Service and the Healthy
Child Programme 0-19.
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50/25 Waste Strategy: Cabinet Kathryn Moreton Internal Services Clir 15 October
. Samra 2025
(1.9.25) | To review and approve the Waste Key Kathryn.Moreton@walsall.
Strategy and Household Waste Decision | gov.uk
Collection Policy.
41/25 Treasury Management Mid-year Cabinet Shaun Darcy Internal Services Clir Bird 10 December
Position Statement 2025/26: 2025
(4.8.25) Non-key | Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov.
To note and forward to Council, for Decision | uk
consideration and noting (and in line o
with the requirements of the Treasury
Management Code of Practice (2017),
the mid-year report for treasury
management activities 2025/26
including prudential and local
indicators.
48/25 Procurement Strategy and Cabinet Shaun Darcy Internal Services Clir Bird 10 December
(1.9.25) Procurement Act Update: Key Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov. 2025
To approve the Procurement Strategy | Decision | uk
and provide Cabinet an update
regarding the Procurement Act.
42/25 Council Plan Performance and Cabinet | Judith Greenhalgh Internal Services Clir Bird 10 December
(4.8.25) | Transformation update Quarter2: |\ .\ \ | j,gith. Greenhalgh@walsal 2025
To provide Cabinet with a performance | Decision | l.gov.uk

update for Quarter 2 regarding the
Council Plan and transformation
programme.
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56/25 Biochar Pyrolysis: Cabinet Kathryn Moreton Internal Services Clir Bird 10 December
o 2025
(6.10.25) | To agree the model for delivering the | Key Kathryn.Moreton@walsall.
biochar pyrolysis project, transforming | Decision | gov.uk
green biomass into a valuable product
by generating renewable energy and
income.
4/25 Planning Obligations Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 10 December
i : Andrew 2025
(6.1.25) Supplementary Planning Document Key Simon.Tranter@walsall.go
To approve the final version of the Decision | v.uk
Supplementary Planning Document for
adoption.
57/25 Walsall Growth Zone: Financial Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 10 December
i Andrew 2025
(6.10.25) | Borrowing Key Simon.Tranter@walsall.go
To seek approval for the Decision | v.uk
funding/borrowing requirements to
support strategic delivery of a Walsall
Growth Zone site.
This will be a private session report
containing commercially sensitive
information.
58/25 A34 SPRINT Bus Phase 2: Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 10 December
, Andrew 2025
(6.10.25) | To seek approval of the second phase | Key Simon.Tranter@walsall.go
of a bus rapid transit scheme linking Decision | v.uk

Walsall town centre with Birmingham
city centre promoted by West Midlands
Combined Authority/Transport for West
Midlands.
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59/25 Walsall Town Centre Framework: Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 10 December
_ Andrew 2025
(6.10.25) | To seek approval of the Walsall Town | Key Simon.Tranter@walsall.go
Centre Framework which will replace Decision | v.uk
the original 2019 Walsall Town Centre
Masterplan.
32/25 Black Country Fostering Hub: Cabinet Rita Homer Internal Services Clir M. 10 December
. , . Statham | 2025
(7.7.25) | To establish a Black Country Fostering | Key Rita.Homer@walsall.gov.u
Hub with neighbouring local Decision |k
authorities, supported by funding from
the DfE.
45/25 Information Governance Policy: Cabinet Judith Greenhalgh Internal Services Clir A. 10 December
: : . Hussain | 2025
(4.8.25) | To review and approve the Information | Key Judith.Greenhalgh@walsal
Governance Policy to ensure Decision | l.gov.uk
compliance with statutory
requirements.
53/25 Financial Inclusion Strategy: Cabinet Elise Hopkins Internal Services Clir Kaur | 10 December
: , . . . 2025
(1.9.25) | To approve the Financial Inclusion Key Elise.Hopkins@walsall.gov
Strategy and update Cabinet on further | Decision | .uk
plans.
60/25 Urban Traffic Control (UTC): Cabinet Kathryn Moreton Internal Services Clir 10 December
Samra 2025
(6.10.25) | To seek approval to develop a future Key Kathryn.Moreton@walsall.
service level agreement with Decision | gov.uk

Wolverhampton City Council for the
ongoing provision of UTC services
following expiry of the existing
collaboration agreement in March
2026.
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61/25 Waste Strategy: Cabinet Kathryn Moreton Internal Services Clir 10 December
_ Samra 2025
(6.10.25) | To review and approve the Waste Key Kathryn.Moreton@walsall.
Strategy and Household Waste Decision | gov.uk
Collection Policy.
51/25 Draft Revenue Budget and Draft Cabinet Shaun Darcy Council tax payers, | CliIr Bird 14 January
Capital Programme 2026/27 to business rate 2026
(1.9.25) 2029/30 — Update: Non.-k.ey Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov. payers, voluntary
, ) Decision | uk )
To provide an updated medium term and cgmmunlty
financial outlook, draft revenue budget organisations.
and capital programme for 2026/27 to Internal Servi
2029/30, including update to savings ernal services
proposals, impact of the provisional
local government settlement and
Autumn Statement, and progress on
budget consultation to date including
feedback from Overview and Scrutiny
Committees on the draft revenue and
capital budget.
62/25 Corporate Financial Performance Cabinet Shaun Darcy Internal Services Clir Bird 11 February
2025/26: 2026
(6.10.25) Non-key | Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov.
To report the financial position based Decision | uk
on 9 months to December 2025. _
63/25 Corporate Budget Plan 2026/27 — Cabinet Shaun Darcy Council tax payers, | CliIr Bird Cabinet 11
2029/30, incorporating the Capital business rate February
(6.10.25) Strategy and the Treasury Key. . Shaun.Darcy@walsall.gov. payers, voluntary 2026
Management and Investment Decision | uk and community .
Strategy 2026/27: organisations, |C:)otL)mcn 26
, ebruary
To recommend the final budget and Internal Services 2026

council tax for approval by Council.
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64/25 Walsall Housing Strategy Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 11 February
_ Andrew 2026
(6.10.25) | To seek approval of the Walsall Key Simon.Tranter@walsall.go
Housing Strategy 2025-2040. Decision | v.uk
65/25 Determination of school admission | Cabinet Sharon Kelly Internal Services Clir M. 11 February
Statham | 2026
(6.10.25) arrangefnents for the 2027/28 Key Sharon.Kelly@walsall.gov. | Schools Forum
academic year: -
Decision | uk
To determine the Scheme for
coordinated admissions, and the
Admission Arrangements for
Community and Voluntary Controlled
Primary Schools for the 2027/28
academic year.
66/25 Early Years Funding Formula Cabinet Sharon Kelly Internal Services Clir M. 11 February
: Statham | 2026
(6.10.25) 2026/27 Key Sharon.Kelly@walsall.gov. | Schools Forum
To approve the proposed Early Years | Decision | uk
Funding Formula 2026/27.
65/24 Walsall Place Based Strategy: Cabinet Simon Tranter Internal Services Clir 18 March
7.10.24 : A 202
Place Based Strategy (PBS) that sets | pecision | v.uk

the vision and delivery plan for the
Single Settlement.
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Black Country Executive Joint Committee

Forward Plan of Key Decisions Published up to October 2025

Date Key Decision Contact Officer Main consultee | Date of
Created meeting
03/02/2025 | Secretary’s report and the publication of the | Emma Bennett Dudley MBC 18 June
Forward Plan dates. Sandwell MBC 2025
ChiefExecutive@walsall.gov.uk Walsall Council
City of
Wolverhampton
Council
Date Non-Key Decision Contact Officer Main consultee | Date of
Created meeting
09/06/2025 | LEP Legacy Funds Programmes year end | Mark Lavender Walsall Council 18 June
position for Noting: Dudley MBC 2025
Mark.Lavender@walsall.gov.uk Sandwell MBC
City of
To note the update on each BCLEP Iggacy Walsall Council, Accountable Body | Wolverhampton
funds at 31 March 2025, as set out in the Council
report.
To note decisions taken by Walsall
Council’s Section 151 Officer, through Black
Country Executive Joint Committee (BCJC)
Delegated Authority, as set out in the report
Attachment 1.
Page 1 of 1
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Forthcoming key decisions

Title of key decision:

Decision to be taken by
and date:

Open or Exempt:

Executive Director:

Appointment of Chief Executive
To appoint the Chief Executive and Head of Paid
Service of the WMCA.

WMCA Board
17 October 2025

Open

Chief Officer (Law, Governance &
Audit) (Helen Edwards)

Consolidated Report on WMCA's Housing
Programmes

To provide a consolidated update across key
housing programmes and seek approval for the
follow items:

(a) Programme Business Case for housing
Integrated Settlement funding;

(b) Programme Business Case for legacy
housing funds;

(c) Regional priorities and proforma for the post-
2026 Social & Affordable Homes Programme
prospectus.

WMCA Board
17 October 2025

Open

Director of Commercial and
Investment (lan Martin)

Local Get Britain Working Plans

To receive a report on a Government-mandated
plan to devise a regional plan with partners to
reach a national 80% employment rate and
reduction of economic inactivity.

WMCA Board
17 October 2025

Open

Executive Director of
Employment, Skills, Health &
Communities (Helene Dearn)
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Mayoral Development Corporation WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)
17 October 2025
2035 FIFA Women's World Cup Hosting WMCA Board Fully exempt Chief Executive (Ed Cox)
17 October 2025
Transport Governance Review Outcome WMCA Board Open Chief Officer (Law, Governance &
To consider the outcome of the review 17 October 2025 Audit) (Helen Edwards)
WMCA Multi-Year Strategy and Planning WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox),
To consider the WMCA'’s strategic priorities for 17 October 2025 Executive Director of Finance &
the three-year period from April 2026 to March Business Hub (Linda Horne)
2029, seeking delegated support streamlined
decision-making and ensuring operational
efficiency while maintaining robust financial
oversight and accountability.
Collaboration Agreement WM Rail Limited WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport
and DfT 14 November 2025 for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
Midland Metro Fare Increase WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport
14 November 2025 for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
Consolidated Transport Report WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)
14 November 2025
Funding for Bus Network from January 2026 | WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport

14 November 2025

for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
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Local Transport Plan WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport
14 November 2025 for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
Regional Natural Environment Delivery WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)
Programme 14 November 2025
To consider and approve the strategy.
Rosewell Review (Capital Programmes) WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)
14 November 2025
Witton Railway Station Improvements WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport
To consider a report on improvements to Witton | 14 November 2025 for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
Railway Station for the Euro 2028 competition
and beyond.
WMCA Financial Monitoring Report WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Finance &
To provide an update on the latest financial 14 November 2025 Business Hub (Linda Horne)
position.
Transport for City Regions WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport

14 November 2025

for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
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Local Transport Plan Policies
A report to ask WMCA Board to:

Note consultation and engagement on WMLTPS,

Approve the policy elements (Core Strategy and
Big Moves) to help inform and guide transport
strategy and

Note that the full WMLTPS will be adopted in
2026 following consultation on the
Implementation Plan elements.

WMCA Board Open
14 November 2025

Executive Director of Transport
for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)

Draft WMCA Budget 2026/27 WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Finance &
To present the draft budget proposals for the 16 January 2026 Business Hub (Linda Horne)
board’s consideration.

West Midlands Net Zero Five Year Plan 2026- | WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)

31 16 January 2026

To approve the second West Midlands Five Year

Plan for achieving net zero carbon emissions by

2041, covering the period 2026-31.

WMCA Financial Monitoring Report WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Finance &
To provide an update on the latest financial 16 January 2026 Business Hub (Linda Horne)

position.
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Sprint Purchase of Vehicles WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport
To consider funding and approval proposals to 16 January 2026 for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
purchase 24 articulated 18m buses and

associated infrastructure to enable the

introduction and operation of through services

between Walsall and Solihull on the Sprint

corridor.

WMCA Social Value Policy 2026-2035 WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)

A refreshed Social Value Policy for the West 16 January 2026

Midlands aligned to the eight Inclusive Growth

fundamentals to make the West Midlands the

best place to live, work, and visit.

Key Route Network Review 2023/24 WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Transport
To gain approval to update the Key Route 13 February 2026 for West Midlands (Anne Shaw)
Network.

WMCA Budget 2026/27 WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Finance &
To present the final budget proposals for 13 February 2026 Business Hub (Linda Horne)
2026/27 for the board’s approval.

DRIVE 35 Regional Pilot WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)

To approve the DRIVE 35 regional pilot, a four-
year £30m capital grant programme from 2026
to invest in electrification transition in automotive
companies.

13 February 2026
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WMCA Financial Monitoring Report WMCA Board Open Executive Director of Finance &
To provide an update on the latest financial 13 March 2026 Business Hub (Linda Horne)
position.

WMCA Air Quality 'Stretch Targets' WMCA Board Open Chief Executive (Ed Cox)

To consider options for 'stretch targets' for air
quality in the WMCA area that go above and
beyond national targets.

12 June 2026
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The Forward Plan

This document sets out known ‘key decisions’ that will be taken by the West Midlands Combined
Authority (WMCA) over the coming months.

Forthcoming key decisions are published online to meet the statutory 28 day notification rule for each
meeting where a key decision will be taken. Where it has not been possible to meet the 28 day rule for
publication of notice of a key decision or an intention to meet in private, the relevant notices will be
published as required by legislation as soon as possible.

What is a key decision?

A ‘key decision’ means a decision of the Mayor, WMCA or officer which is likely:

(a) to result in the WMCA incurring expenditure, making savings or generating income amounting to
£1m or more; or

(b) to be significant in terms of its effects on communities living or working in an area comprising
two or more wards in the area of the WMCA.

The report relating to a decision, together with any other documents being considered, will be available

five clear working days before the decision is to be taken (unless the documentation contains exempt
information).
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The forward plan also provides notice of when the WMCA may decide to exclude the press and public
during consideration of a particular matter due to the potential for disclosure of confidential or exempt
information. The grounds upon which local authorities can exclude the press and public are specified by
law and details of the exempt categories are available on request from the Governance & Scrutiny team
(governance.scrutiny@wmca.org.uk).

Councillors or members of the public wishing to:

make a representation about why a matter should be heard in public, or

submit information to the decision-making body about an item in the forward plan, or
request details of relevant documents, or

seek advice about the WMCA'’s decision-making arrangements,

should contact the Governance & Scrutiny team: governance.scrutiny@wmca.org.uk
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Recommendation Tracker

Committee Agenda Item Action/Recommendation Officer responsible Status Target Completion Notes
Meeting Date
Date

16
September
2025

Page 61 of 61



