Minutes of the Licensing and Safety Committee held in
Conference Room 2, Walsall Council House

19 February 2025

Committee Members present:
Councillor K. Ferguson (Chair)
Councillor Cooper (Vice-Chair)
Councillor G. Ali

Councillor C. Bott

Councillor S. Cheema
Councillor A. Hussain
Councillor I. Hussain
Councillor K. Hussain
Councillor A. Nawaz
Councillor A. Parkes
Councillor K. Sears

Councillor M. Ward

Officers Present:

Mr S. Alom, Team Leader, Licensing

Ms P. Heath, Senior Licensing Officer

Mr P. Green, Solicitor

Mrs H. Owen, Democratic Services Officer

045 Apologies
Councillor S. Samra, Councillor R. K. Mehmi.

046 Substitutions
Councillor S Cheema for Councillor R. K. Mehmi

047 Minutes
A copy of the Minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2024 was
submitted:

(see annexed)

Resolved

That the minutes of the meeting held on 5 June 2024 be approved and signed
by the Chair as a correct record subject to the inclusion of Councillor Samra
on the list of members present.
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Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 (as amended)

There were no items for consideration in the private session of the agenda.

Street Trading —

The Team Leader, Licensing, Mr S. Alom presented a report which informed
members of the plan to implement a new Street Trading Policy with updated
conditions and processes.

(see annexed)

In presenting the report, Mr Alom advised members that since the report had
been published, advice had been received from the Council’s legal services to
amend the wording of pages 27 and 30 of the proposed conditions:

Delete: “Must adhere” Insert: “Should be able to”.

The report and proposed policy was discussed, during which time, Mr Alom
responded to questions from members which included:

Potential to include a requirement to seek views of Public Health colleagues
on applications: Mr Alom said that he had previously sought legal advice in
this respect and confirmed that there was no legislation which could compel
such criteria however, constant advice was provided to traders with regard to
the provision of healthy food.

Mr Alom responded to further questions as follows:

e Requirement to leave the site clean and tidy — this would be a condition
of the licence

e Provision of Healthy food — face to face advice was given to traders

e Enforcement — site visits were carried out as part of the application
process and during the operation of the licence.

e Use of biodegradable materials — legislation last year introduced a
requirement upon takeaway traders to use recyclable materials.
However not all were food traders and so did not use so many
containers.

¢ Increase in volume of licences — this had been factored into the
enforcement programme

e Loudspeaker hours — these would form part of the licence condition

Mr Alom assured members that the above concerns would form part of the
operational plan.
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There

Mr Alom then went on to explain the legislation regarding enforcement on
public and private land.

In conclusion, Mr Alom said that members comments would be taken into
account and that consultation would be undertaken, the outcome being
reported to the Licensing and Safety Committee in June 2025. He further
confirmed that the fee structure would be submitted to the next meeting of the
Committee in April 2025

It was Moved by the Chair, seconded by Councillor K. Hussain and upon
being put to the vote, it was:

Resolved

That the Licensing & Safety Committee grants permission for the licensing
authority to commence the consultation on the proposed policy.

Date of next meeting

Wednesday 2 April 2025 — 6pm

being no further business, the meeting terminated at 6.25pm.

Signed:

Date:



