Minutes of the Street Scene and Communities Scrutiny
Committee held at Walsall Council House

Tuesday, 16 September 2025 at 6.00p.m.

Committee Members present:

Portfolio Holders present:

Officers present:

8. Apologies

Councillor M Follows (Chair)
Councillor S Cheema (Vice-Chair)
Councillor A Garcha

Councillor T Jukes

Councillor F Hassan

Councillor L Harrison

Councillor K Margetts

Councillor V Waters

Councillor J Whitehouse

Councillor M. Bird — Leader of the Council
Councillor A. Andrew — Prosperous Places &
Investment

Councillor A Hicken — Enforcement & Safe
Communities

Councillor S Samra — Street Scene

Dave Brown — Executive Director of Economy,
Environment and Communities.

Kathryn Moreton — Director of Place and
Environment

Paul Gordon — Director of Resilient Communities
Dave Elrington — Head of Community Safety and
Enforcement

Paul Leighton — Group Manager, Highways
Network.

Nikki Gough —Democratic Services Officer

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Bott, I. Hussian and

R. Larden.

9. Substitutions

Councillor T. Jukes substituted for Councillor P Bott for the duration of the

meeting.
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11.

12.

Declarations of Interest and Party Whip

There were no declarations of interest or party whip.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 (as amended)
There were no items to be considered in private session.
Council Enforcement: Update on litter, fly tipping, fly posting

The Committee received a presentation from the Portfolio Holder for
Enforcement & Safe Communities which provided an update on priorities for
the year, he welcomed feedback from Committee Members.

A discussion was held on the enforcement of fly tipping in situations where
ownership wasn’t clear, and the Committee was informed by Officers and the
Portfolio Holder that an extensive mapping exercise had been carried out to
resolve discrepancies. Although this could be complex, a process was
necessary. Partnership work with WHG had created an agreement which
allowed enforcement on their land. It was hoped that this could be replicated
with other Partners.

Challenge was provided in relation to CCTV, and whether there had been an
increase in the CCTV team to support increased activity. The Portfolio Holder
confirmed that this was being considered in the context of a CCTV review and
consideration of resource allocation.

The Committee discussed the placement of litter bins and streets that were
repeatedly problematic in relation to litter and fly tipping. The Portfolio Holder
stated that further detail on this would be included in a future Cabinet report
and further enforcement activity would take place - this would be a targeted
approach. It was acknowledged that there were regulations in relation to how
the CCTV footage could be used, which placed limitations on its use by the
Council. The Director informed the Committee that an audit of litter bin
placement had been completed to ensure adequate distribution, stating that if
a location was a concern a request could be submitted via the Member portal
and that problematic areas were considered at the Enforcement Board.

Further to challenge, the Leader assured the Committee that every planning
application had a waste disposal strategy which was an integral part of the
planning application.

Members discussed skip days, and the Portfolio Holder confirmed that
everything would be considered to reduce fly tipping in the Borough.

The Portfolio holder for Street Scene confirmed that bulky waste collection
was working well, and when the new refuse centre was in operation, semi-
commercial waste collection would be offered. A discussion was held around
residents disposing of items on pavements (in front of houses), and it was
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agreed that this was fly tipping. A trusted trader scheme was discussed to
prevent unlicensed waste collectors disposing of rubbish.

The Portfolio Holder informed the Committee that work was done with local
litter picking groups and schools. It was noted that volunteers had a dedicated
portal to report fly tipping.

Resolved:

1. That the Council Enforcement: Update on litter, fly tipping, fly
posting update be noted.
2. That an update be provided to a future meeting of the Committee.

School gate parking enforcement: recommendation monitoring

The Portfolio Holder informed the Committee that between April 2022 and
January 2023 a School Gate Parking working group considered the multi-
faceted approach that the council took to manage school gate parking, and
considered the following themes:

Engineering.
Partnerships.
Education.
Enforcement.

Progress to address recommendations of the working group was contained
within the report. The most significant progress since the submission of the
working group report was:

Obtaining moving traffic contravention enforcement powers.
Implementation and camera enforcement of school streets.
Camera enforcement of school ‘keep clear’ restrictions.
Ongoing delivery of the A*STARS programme.

There then ensued a period of questioning where discussions were held
around the involvement of schools, engagement of parents, A*Star
participation, school streets and partnership working with police. The
Committee requested that a briefing note on A*Stars was sent to all Elected
Members. Officers confirmed that this was possible, adding that a showcase
for all policing and safety, for Elected Members, was planned.

The importance of communicating with families from a range of different
backgrounds was stressed. Officers acknowledged this as a valid point and
agreed to consider alternative ways to reach parents in the future.

The Group Manager for Highways provided an explanation of enforcement
powers, explaining that some of these were reserved for the police only.
However, an open consultation had taken place in relation to the Council
gaining additional powers, which would help deal with a range of issues.
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15.

16.

It was requested that a ward members should be briefed when civil

enforcement officers had visited schools, to allow effective enforcement with

residents. The Portfolio Holder agreed that this could be circulated.

The Committee requested that writing to Headteachers to promote the
A*Stars scheme should be prioritised.

Resolved
1. That the School gate parking enforcement: recommendation
monitoring report be noted.
2. That recommendation relating to writing to Headteachers, to
promote the A*Star scheme should be prioritised.
3. Members should receive briefings informing them when civil
enforcement officers had visited schools in their Ward.
4. A briefing noted describing the A*Star scheme should be
circulated to all Elected Members.
Areas of focus — 2025/26
Members considered the areas of focus 2025/26.
Resolved

That the areas of focus should be amended to include the Waste
Strategy in January 2026.

Forward Plans

The Committee considered the forward plans.

Resolved:
That the forward plans were noted.

Date of next meeting

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7.53p.m.

It was noted that the next meeting was due to take place on 21 October 2025.

Signed:

Date:



