
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
 

Meeting to be held on 25 November 2025 at 6.00 pm 
 

At St Matthew’s Church, Walsall 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO MAKE 
EVERY ENDEAVOUR TO ATTEND THE MEETING 

IN ORDER TO ENSURE A WIDER REPRESENTATION 
OF THE GROUPS 

 
 
 
 

QUORUM:  8 Members from 3 out of 4 groups 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Democratic Services, The Council House, Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS1 1TW 

Contact Name:  Mr Edward Cook, Democratic Services Officer Telephone (01922) 
653204 

www.walsall.gov.uk  
 

If you are disabled and require help to and from the meeting room, 
please contact the person above 
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Walsall Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education Representatives 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Christian denominations, other religions and religious denominations to reflect 
the principal religious traditions in Walsall. 

Dr G. Gomez     - Roman Catholic 
Deacon H. Webster    - Methodist, Walsall 
Mr D. Lomax     - United Reformed Church 
Mrs M. Mather    - Walsall Quakers 
Mr K. Bhatt     - Shree Ram Mandir (Walsall) 
Mr M. Ashik Ali    - Bangladesh Islamic Association 
Mr G. Singh     - Guru Nanak Gurdwara, Willenhall 
Mrs A.K. Rai     - Guru Nanak Gurdwara, Caldmore 
Mr S. Singh Padda    - Walsall Sikh Forum 
Mr Bill Green     - Humanist Representative 
Imam M. Saeed    - Aisha Mosque & Islamic Centre 
Ms L.D. Sharma    - Mandir Baba Balak Nath 
Mr I. Sacha     - Muslim Welfare Society 
Mrs C. Highton-Nicholls   - The Salvation Army 
Mrs D. Letford    - New Testament Church of God 
Mr J. Hart     - Jewish West Midlands 
Vacancy     - Orthodox Faith 
Vacancy     - Buddhist Faith 
Vacancy      - Methodist Faith 
Vacancy     - Baptist Faith 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Church of England 

Mrs P. Lane 
Mr A. Orlik     - Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education  
Mrs K. Donnellan 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Teacher & Union Representatives 

Ms H. Leadley    - Blackwood Primary School 
Ms W. Duffus    - NASUWT 
Mrs L. Dosanjh    - NEU 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Local Authority 

Councillor R. K. Mehmi }   
Councillor L. Nahal  } 
Councillor S. Nasreen }  - Local Education Authority 
Councillor Singh Sohal  } 
Councillor C. Statham } 
Councillor M. Statham } 
Vacancy 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Co Opted Members 

None 
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Agenda 
 
1. Welcome  

2. Apologies 

3. Late Items to be introduced by the Chair 

4. Minutes         – Enclosed 
  

To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2025. 

5. Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 (as amended) 

To agree that the public be excluded from the private session during consideration 
of the agenda items indicated for the reasons shown on the agenda. 

6. Action Tracker        
– Enclosed 

7. Walsall SACRE Annual Report 2024-25 
– Enclosed 

8. Walsall SACRE Action Plan 2025-26 
– Enclosed 

9. Co-opted Members on the Children’s, Families and Education Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee. 

 
To seek nominations for an ‘other faiths’ co-opted member to be included on the 

 Children’s, Families and Education Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  
 – Enclosed 

10.  Collective Worship 
 

An overview of Collective Worship, SACRE’s responsibilities and some existing 
guidance available.       – To Follow  

11.  National RE Updates from RE Today 
– Enclosed 

12. Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools 
         – Enclosed 

13.  Education in Walsall update       
– Verbal update 

 
14. Dates of Future Meetings: 
  

• Monday 16 March 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at a school or the Council House 
• Monday 13 July 2026 at 6.00 p.m. at a school or the Council House 
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Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) 
 

Access to information: Exempt information 
 

Part 1 
 

Descriptions of exempt information: England 
 
 
1. Information relating to any individual. 
 
2. Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual. 
 
3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person 

(including the authority holding that information). 
 
4. Information relating to any consultations or negotiations, or contemplated 

consultations or negotiations, in connection with any labour relations matter arising 
between the authority or a Minister of the Crown and employees of, or office 
holders under, the authority. 

 
5.  Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be 

maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
6.  Information which reveals that the authority proposes: 
 

(a) to give any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which requirements are 
imposed on a person; or 

 
(b) to make an order or direction under any enactment. 

 
7.  Information relating to any action taken or to be taken in connection with the 

prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime. 
 
8. Information being disclosed during a meeting of a Scrutiny and Performance Panel 

when considering flood risk management functions which: 
 

(a) Constitutes a trades secret; 
 

(b) Its disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests 
of any person (including the risk management authority); 

 
(c) It was obtained by a risk management authority from any other person and 

its disclosure to the public by the risk management authority would 
constitute a breach of confidence actionable by that other person. 
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Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education  
 
Monday 14 July 2025 at 6.00 p.m. at St Mary’s the Mount Catholic 
Primary School 
 
Present: 
 
Mr D. Lomax (United Reformed Church) (Chair) 
Mr M. Ashik Ali (Bangladesh Islamic Association) 
Deacon H. Webster (Methodist, Walsall) 
Dr G. Gomez (Roman Catholic) 
Mr B. Green (Humanist) 
Mr J. Hart (Jewish West Midlands) 
Ms M. Mather (Quakers)  
Mr I. Sacha (Muslim Welfare Society) 
Imam M. Saeed (Aisha Mosque and Islamic Centre) 
Ms L.D Sharma (Mandir Baba Balak Nath) 
Mr J. Singh-Bachra (Guru Nanak Gurdwara, Caldmore) 
Mr S. Singh Padda (Walsall Sikh Forum) 
Mrs K. Donnellan (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education) 
Mrs P. Lane (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education) 
Mr A. Orlik (Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education) 
Ms W. Duffus (NASUWT) 
Ms H. Leadley (Blackwood Primary School) 
Councillor R.K. Mehmi 
Councillor L. Nahal 
Councillor A. Nawaz 
Councillor Singh Sohal 
Councillor C. Statham 
Councillor M. Statham 
 
Nominees to SACRE present:  
 
Mr J. Hart (Jewish West Midlands) 
 
In attendance: 
 
Debbie Yeomans (RE Today Adviser) 
Fred Hancock (Senior Democratic Services Officer, Walsall Council) 
 
 
75. Welcome and Introductions 

 
All present were welcomed to the meeting and introduced themselves.  

 
 
76. Apologies 
 

Apologies were received from Mrs Highton-Nichols. Apologies were also 
received from Mrs R. Rai, nominated for appointment to SACRE but not yet a 
Member.  
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77. Late Items to be introduced by the Chair. 
 

There were no late items to be introduced.  
 
 

78. Minutes  
  
 Resolved 
 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2025, a copy having been 
circulated, be approved and signed as a correct record.  

 
 
79. Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 (as amended) 
 
 There were no items in private session. 
 
 
80. Election of Spokespersons for Groups 
 

The Senior Democratic Services Officer introduced the report. 
 
(annexed) 
 
Resolved 
 
That the following representatives be appointed as spokespersons for their 
respective Groups:  

• Group A = Mr Green 
• Group B = P Lane 
• Group C = Mrs Leadley 
• Group D = Singh Sohal 

 
 

81. Membership and Constitution Review 
 

The Senior Democratic Services Officer introduced the report. 
 
(annexed) 
 
SACRE were advised that a new nomination had been received from the Guru 
Nanak Gurdwara (Caldmore) since the report was produced.  

 
 Resolved 
  

1.  That SACRE recommend to the Local Authority that the nominations 
set out in paragraph 3.4 and that of Mrs Rai to replace Mr Singh Bachra, 
to be appointed to SACRE.  

 
2.  That SACRE request that the local authority consider delegating 

authority to the Director – Access & Inclusion, to make appointments to 
SACRE for Groups A, B and C. 
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3.  That the Chair write a letter of thanks to the outgoing members of 

SACRE. 
 
 
82. Action Tracker 
 

The action tracker was submitted and updates on the actions from previous 
meeting were received. 
 
(annexed) 
 
Members who were interested in participating in an informal group investigating 
Collective Worship were invited to express their interest and sign a form 
consenting to their data being shared. SACRE members stated that this should 
not convene until the Agreed Syllabus review was completed.  
 
Resolved 
 

 That the Action Tracker be noted. 
 
 
83. Walsall SACRE Action Plan 2025-26  
 

The Chair introduced the report. 
 

(annexed) 
 
A discussion took place about including all faiths and the use of religious symbols 
within the agreed syllabus with some Members believing that all religions should 
be covered and others stating it would be too much. The RE Today Adviser 
advised that national research (Ofsted 21/24) emphasised the importance of depth 
over breadth to support pupils understanding and retention of key knowledge.  
 
The Chair requested that Members contact the Clerk regarding future meeting 
venues and Mrs Lane offered St Matthews Church as a possible venue for 
SACRE’s next meeting.  

 
Resolved  
 
That the Action Plan be noted. 
 
 

84. Feedback from NASACRE Annual Conference 2025 
 

The RE Today Adviser presented a report which provided feedback from the 
NASACRE Annual Conference 2025.  
 
(annexed) 
 

 Resolved 
 

That the update be noted. 
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85. National RE Updates from RE Today  
 

The RE Today adviser provided an overview of the report. 
 

(annexed) 
 
Members noted that there was currently a lack of Islamic school speaker/Places of 
interest on the RE Hubs website. The RE Today Adviser requested that if 
members knew of anyone from the Islamic faith who would be willing to undertake 
the training via RE Hubs, to send their details on to her directly. 

 
 Resolved 
 

That the update be noted. 
 
 
86. RE in Walsall – Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools 
 

The report was submitted.  
 
(annexed) 
 
There was a discussion regarding Section 48 and SIAMS reporting to SACRE. 
Mr Orlik stated that SACRE had a statutory duty to oversee such reporting while 
others expressed reservations about schools potentially being held to different 
standards. The RE Today Adviser advised that obtaining that information could 
be quite tricky as but that some other SACRE did receive reports of SIAMS 
Inspections. Mr Orlik stated he was happy to contact the Lichfield Diocese to 
support in obtaining this information from the Diocese of Lichfield.  
 
Resolved 
 

1. That the report be noted. 
 

2. That work be undertaken to bring details of SIAMS and other Section 
48 inspections before SACRE in future.  

 
 
87. Education in Walsall update 
 

The report was submitted.  
 
Resolved 

 
That the update be noted. 

 
 
88. Date of Future Meetings: 
  

The next meeting would be held on Monday 24 November 2025 at a place of 
worship, to be agreed. 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7:08pm. 
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Signed: 
 
 
Date:  
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Agenda Item No. 6 

SACRE Action Tracker 
25 November 2025 
 

Meeting 
date 

Agenda Item Action Person Update 

That a report to Council be 
submitted to:  

1. Confirm the recommended 
appointments to SACRE; 

2. Request that the local 
authority consider 
delegating authority to the 
Director – Access & 
Inclusion, to make 
appointments to SACRE for 
Groups A, B and C. 

Ed Cook / Nick 
Perks 

Completed.  
 
Both parts approved by 
Council on 30/07/2025. 

Membership and 
Constitution Review 

Letters of thanks to be sent to 
outgoing members of SACRE 

Dave Lomax / Ed 
Cook 

Completed. 

14 July 
2025 

RE in Walsall – Review 
of OFSTED reports of 
Walsall Schools 

That work be undertaken to bring 
details of SIAMS and other Section 
48 inspections before SACRE in 
future. 

Ed Cook / Nick 
Perks / Debbie 
Yeomans 

Completed. Representatives 
of Lichfield Diocese (DofE) 
and Birmingham Archdiocese 
(Catholic) contacted. 
Arrangements have been 
confirmed for Nick and Debbie 
to be notified of Section 48 
inspection outcomes in future, 
for reporting to SACRE. 
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Foreword 
 

This has been a very successful year for Walsall SACRE and I believe that we can be very 
proud of the work we have done on behalf of Religious Education in Walsall. Not only have all 
3 meetings been quorate but attendance has been excellent from all groups. The agendas for 
meetings have been varied and interesting, with all members keen to participate in discussions 
around a wide range of topics. 

We have made progress with our Action Plan. A pattern of meeting venues has been 
established with two meetings at the Town Hall and one at a school. We look forward to 
holding an upcoming meeting at a place of worship. This year we have visited a primary school 
where were given a tour of the school and saw examples of student’s work. We have 
continued to invite people to address the meeting and were particularly delighted to welcome 
representatives from Walsall’s Inclusion Team. 

Debbie Yeoman’s from RE Today has recently taken over as RE Advisor to Walsall SACRE 
and we have continued the strong relationship we have developed with RE Today. The budget 
provided from Walsall Council has been used to provide this invaluable support. Debbie has 
updated each meeting regarding Ofsted and other RE issues, as well as meeting on a regular 
basis with primary RE teachers. Debbie also attended the NASACRE conference in London 
and reported back to one of our meetings.  

This year we asked schools for a response to 2 questionnaires, one regarding the Agreed 
Syllabus and one regarding collective worship. The responses will help us to develop the new 
syllabus and, in future, give advice for schools regarding collective worship.   

The support SACRE has received from Nick Perks and Edward Cook from Walsall Council has 
helped to ensure a successful year and I am particularly grateful for their support. 

 

Dave Lomax 

Chair Walsall SACRE 
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Section 1: Overview of the work of SACRE 
Since 1988, it has been a requirement that every local authority establish a Standing Advisory 
Council on Religious Education (SACRE). 

Though legislation sets out both the structure and the remit of a local SACRE - principally, 
overseeing religious education (RE) and collective worship - in practice every SACRE has 
developed its own particular style and character. 

It is a legislative requirement that each SACRE produces an annual report of its work and that 
this is published, sent to the local authority, to NASACRE and to other interested parties such 
as the Department for Education.  

SACRE met on three occasions during the academic year 2024/25. Meetings were well 
attended and allowed for informal links to be made between members of SACRE.  We were 
pleased to be able hold meetings in a variety of locations to make the most of face to face and 
to enable members of SACRE to see work in schools. Two meetings were held at the Council 
House and one at a Catholic primary school. 

All of the meeting in 2024-25 were quorate with one member from at least three of the 
constituent groups and a total presence of no less than eight of the appointed members.  

The Agendas and minutes for these meetings are available on the Walsall Council website. 

A brief overview of each meeting can be found below. 

 

Monday 14th October 2024: Conference Room 2, The Council House 
 

SACRE Action Tracker 

The action tracker was submitted and updates were received. There was a discussion 
regarding the potential establishment of a Collective Worship sub-committee. 

Walsall SACRE Annual Report 

The Clerk introduced the Annual Report and highlighted the salient issues. Members 
discussed the report and considered whether evidence could be provided to show the value for 
money SACRE provided in its work. Several Members expressed a hope that funding for 
SACRE would not be reduced considering ongoing challenges affecting local government 
across the country. The Annual Report was approved. 

Walsall SACRE Action Plan 2024-25 

The Chair introduced the report and members discussed potential venues for future meeting. 
There was an extensive discussion regarding creating a guide for visiting schools and how 
SACRE could support school visits. There was a discussion regarding the Agreed Syllabus 
and challenges schools faced when making necessary trade-offs between breadth and depth 
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with regards to RE and covering different religions. It was explained that initial work to review 
the Agreed Syllabus would need to commence later in the year. 

SACRE resolved:  

o To receive further information regarding the review and renewal of the Agreed Syllabus, 
to the next available meeting; 

o That the Clerk contact faith organisations and bodies to seek information regarding 
places of worship which could welcome school visits;  

o That information regarding the Primary Schools Network be circulated to Primary heads 
in the Local Authority’s bulletins. 

 
Membership Review 

SACRE considered the best approach for seeking replacement members in cases of non-
attendance, to accord with the Constitution.  

SACRE resolved:  

o That the Clerk be requested to contact any Members failing to attend consecutive 
meetings without apology to confirm if they wish to remain a Member of SACRE. Where 
applicable or if no reply was received, the Clerk should seek a replacement nomination 
from the relevant nominating body prior to the next meeting of SACRE. 

National SACRE Autumn Update 2024 

The RE Today Advisor presented the National updates from RE Today which included news 
regarding calls for a National Plan for RE and an update regarding teaching of RE in schools. 
SACRE discussed the matters raised, including challenges regarding teacher training.  

Developing a Religion and Worldviews Approach to RE 

The RE Today Advisor introduced the Developing a Religion and Worldviews Approach to RE 
handbook and suggested how this could be used by SACRE to help inform the future Agreed 
Syllabus.  

RE Hubs update and detail 

The RE Today Advisor introduced the RE Hubs website and demonstrated its features to 
Members. SACRE discussed the programme and Mr Green provided feedback of his personal 
experiences.  

Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools 

The RE Today Advisor introduced a report which informed them of recent Ofsted inspections 
in Walsall and comments made which were relevant to RE. 

Education in Walsall Update 

SACRE noted a report which provided a summary of overall education performance in Walsall 
based on Ofsted outcomes.  
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Monday 17th March 2025: Conference Room 2, The Council House 
 

Appointments to SACRE 

The Clerk introduced a report which sought to fill several new and long-standing vacancies on 
SACRE.  

SACRE resolved: 

o To send letters of thanks to outgoing SACRE representatives for their service. 
o To recommend to Council for appointment to SACRE, nominees received on behalf of 

The Salvation Army, the Hindu faith, the Islamic faith and Trade Unions.  

Action Tracker 

The action tracker was submitted and updates were received. 

Walsall SACRE Action Plan 2024-25 

The Chair introduced the Action Plan and SACRE noted its content. It was noted it had not 
been possible to hold the meeting at a place of worship as hoped but that the next meeting 
would be held at a Catholic Primary School. 

Agreed Syllabus 

The RE Today Advisor presented report which provided an overview of the next steps required 
to review the Agreed Syllabus. It was noted that the current Agreed Syllabus was scheduled 
for renewal in 2026. 

SACRE resolved to request the local authority to convene an Agreed Syllabus Conference to 
undertake a review of the Walsall Agreed Syllabus. 

Questionnaire Feedback 

The Clerk introduced a report which provided feedback received from the recent surveys sent 
to school regarding the Agreed Syllabus and Collective Worship. SACRE discussed how they 
could support the provision of collective worship and the option of establishing a sub-group. 
SACRE considered how to address the low response rate in future consultations.  

Network Meetings for 2024-25 

The RE Today Advisor provided positive feedback from recent sessions but raised concerns 
regarding low turnout. Teachers had spoken of difficulties arranging faith visits and stated that 
RE Hubs could help this but more engagement from faith organisations was required. SACRE 
discussed how to improve RE Hubs registration.   

SACRE resolved 

o To circulate details of Network sessions to all schools by the Quality Assurance Team. 
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o To re-share details for RE Hubs registration with SACRE Members. 
o To request that the Places of Worship/Faith Organisations contact list held by the 

Inclusions team, be updated. 

Inclusion Update – Community Cohesion Strategy 2025-35 

The Community Building and Cohesion Officer and the Voluntary, Community and Cohesion 
Manager presented a report which provided an overview of the Community Cohesion Strategy 
including the consultation process used in its development and highlighted the focuses 
regarding faith, race and hate crime.  

SACRE discussed the importance continuing to work with different communities and 
encouraging inter-community and inter-faith conversations and activities. 

National SACRE Update Spring 2025 

The RE Today Advisor presented the National updates from RE Today which included news 
regarding the findings of NATRE’s biannual survey into religious education in primary schools 
and updates regarding the DfE’s Call for Evidence for the Curriculum Review.  

Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools 

The RE Today Advisor introduced a report which informed them of recent Ofsted inspections 
in Walsall and comments made which were relevant to RE. Members discussed if it would be 
possible or appropriate to receive reports from SIAMS inspections, reviewing RE provision at 
Church of England schools. Other updates included advice regarding explaining atheism and 
understanding humanism.  

 

Monday 14th July 2025: St Mary’s the Mount Catholic Primary School 
 

Election of Spokespersons for Groups 

The Group spokespersons were elected as follows: 
• Group A (Christian and other religious denominations) – Mr B. Green 
• Group B (Church of England) – Mrs P. Lane  
• Group C (Teacher Representatives) – Ms H. Leadley 
• Group D (Local Authority) – Councillor Singh Sohal 

Membership and Constitution Review 

The Clerk introduced a report which sought to fill several new and long-standing vacancies on 
SACRE and invited SACRE to review its constitution.  

SACRE resolved: 
o To send letters of thanks to outgoing SACRE representatives for their service. 
o To recommend to Council for appointment to SACRE, nominees received on behalf of 

Jewish and Sikh faiths.  
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o To request that the local authority consider delegating authority to the Director – Access 
& Inclusion, to make appointments to SACRE for Groups A, B and C. 

SACRE Action Tracker 

The action tracker was submitted and updates were received. 

SACRE Action Plan 2025-26 

The Action Plan was submitted and noted. Offers of a host venue at a place of worship were 
sought for the next meeting and there was a discussion regarding the use of religious 
symbolism and representation within the Agreed Syllabus and other documents.  

Feedback from NASACRE Annual Conference 

The RE Today Advisor introduced a report which provided feedback from the NASACRE 
Annual Conference, which she had attended on behalf of Walsall SACRE.  She provided 
feedback on topics discussed at the Conference, including what Religion and Worldviews 
could offer schools and society and how RE learning could be further enhanced.  

National RE Updates from RE Today 

The RE Today Advisor presented the National updates from RE Today which included an 
update regarding the Government’s Curriculum and Assessment Review, Spirited Arts 
competition 2025 and various upcoming events which may be of interest to SACRE.  

Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools 

The RE Today Advisor presented a report which provided feedback on recent Ofsted reports. 
There was a discussion regarding the role of SACRE in considering Section 48 reports and 
similar reviews regarding RE provision in religiously-affiliated schools. Some members stated 
that it was the responsibility of SACRE to have oversight of such reporting, however others 
expressed reservations regarding schools potentially being held to different standards. 

It was agreed to look into the matter of receiving SIAMS reports and what approaches could 
be adopted for reviewing RE provision in other religiously-affiliated schools.  

Education in Walsall Update 

SACRE noted a report which provided a summary of overall education performance in Walsall based 
on Ofsted outcomes.  

 

Agreed Syllabus Conference: Monday 14th July 2025: St Mary’s the Mount 
Catholic Primary School 
Following SACRE’s request that the Local Authority establish an Agreed Syllabus Conference 
(ASC), the first meeting of the ASC was convened on 14 July 2025. The ASC is a separate 
body to SACRE. A brief overview of the meeting follows:  

Appointment of Chair 
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SACRE resolved that Dave Lomax be appointed Chair of the Agreed Syllabus Conference.  

Appointment of Vice-Chair 

SACRE resolved that Patti Lane be appointed Vice-Chair of the Agreed Syllabus Conference.  

Election of Spokespersons for Committees 

The Committee spokespersons were elected as follows: 
• Committee A (Christian and other religious denominations) – Mr B. Green 
• Committee B (Church of England) – Mrs P. Lane  
• Committee C (Teacher Representatives) – Ms H. Leadley 
• Committee D (Local Authority) – Councillor Singh Sohal 

Review of the Walsall Agreed Syllabus 

The Agreed Syllabus Conference noted that the current Agreed Syllabus was re-written in 
2020/2021 and agreed that the review of the Agreed Syllabus should be a ‘light touch’ revision, 
to reflect RE delivery in Walsall schools. 

The ASC agreed to approve the provision of an RE Today syllabus model based on a 5-year 
licence at the total cost of £5,212 (including VAT). 

The ASC also agreed to establish a Sub-Group consisting of the following Members to 
consider this matter in greater detail and report back to the full ASC: 

• Mr Green 
• Mrs Lane 
• Mrs Leadley 
• Councillor Singh-Sohal 
• Mr Hart 
• Mr Singh Padda 
• Councillor Mehmi 
• Dave Lomax 
• Imran Sacha 
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Section 2: Religious Education 

RE in schools 
Virtual termly RE briefing meetings continued in the year 2024-25. Schools have indicated that 
virtual training is their preference, and it is also cost effective for both schools and SACRE. 
Evidence from teachers attending the network meetings and the RE Consultant’s 
conversations with schools suggested that: 

• Primary teachers receive on average 0-3 hours of training about RE in their initial 
teacher training and the majority still receive no training each year in teaching the 
subject. This means it is a subject that Early Career Teachers (ECTs) and teachers 
further on in their career need support to deliver. We note that the National Association 
of Teachers of RE offer free monthly training for ECTs to their members and we hope 
schools will use this. We note that some ECTs have attended the local primary 
networks.  

• Schools continued to teach RE using the Locally Agreed Syllabus which was fully 
implemented by September 2022.  

The Locally Agreed Syllabus 
A Agreed Syllabus was launched in 2021 and forms the bases of RE in maintained schools. 
The Local Authority has convened an Agreed Syllabus Conference to review the Agreed 
Syllabus, following SACRE’s request. It held its first meeting on 14 July 2025 and seeks to 
approve a new Agreed Syllabus to be effective from September 2026.  

Standards and monitoring of RE 
Ensuring that sufficient time is given to RE is an ongoing difficulty for some schools, although 
there are reports that the OFSTED inspection framework and RE research review is bringing a 
renewed focus on RE in schools where RE was struggling to get sufficient curriculum time. 
Details of the OFSTED Subject report for RE with SACRE members and we will be trying to 
see if its findings are mirrored in Walsall schools.  

OFSTED reports also provide a way of monitoring RE. We have been pleased to consider 
evidence from OFSTED reports regularly in our meetings. See a sample below; 

Primary School A 

Pupils enjoy finding out about different faiths, including Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam and 
Christianity. They understand the importance of symbolism and celebrations to these 
faiths. This helps pupils to respect differences. 

Primary School B  

Visits to places such as local Gurdwaras support pupils to develop a sense of cultural 
identity and belief. 

Primary School C 

Pupils learn about different faiths.  

Primary School D  
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Pupils learn about different faiths and cultures that make up Great Britain. 

 

Teacher training materials and advice for schools 
Termly briefings provided a regular input of professional support and development for those 
who attended, including subject leaders; class teachers and HLTAs delivering RE; and those 
in their own school to whom they disseminate learning.  

These briefings remained virtual in 2024-25. This method of delivery is currently still preferred 
by those attending. There continues to be a higher attendance than there was previously at 
face-to-face meetings.  

Termly network meetings and training sessions also continue to support non-specialist TAs, 
HLTAs and teachers in primary schools to increase their confidence leading, managing and 
teaching RE. 

This year termly primary networks have taken place on Spotlight on Christmas, Diversity in the 
Re Classroom and Engaging with Authentic Voices in RE. The number of teachers signing up 
has remained steady at around 5 teachers per session. 

These sessions were relatively well attended but due to loss of admin support in the local 
authority, Debbie Yeomans provided the admin support for these. It is pleasing that the Local 
authority shares details of these meetings through bulletins and other communication channels 
with schools. 

These Termly networks provide a regular input of professional support and development for 
those who attend (a mixture of subject leaders, senior leaders, teachers and teaching 
assistants) and those in their own school to whom they disseminate learning. These meetings 
are 4-6pm. The RE adviser is also available before and after these meetings for 1:1 meeting 
with subject leaders and teachers and can provide support by phone and email. 

Information on resources for RE is provided in SACRE meetings and the Local authority sends 
this out to schools via the Head teachers’ bulletin. 

Other information 
There were no formal complaints to SACRE about RE during the year. 

Advice given to the Local Authority 
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Section 3: Collective worship 
Standards and monitoring of Collective Worship 
The SACRE has found it hard to monitor collective worship over the past few years but was 

pleased to continue to have input from local schools on SACRE. SACRE developed a 

questionnaire which was circulated to schools following the beginning of the 2024-25 

academic year. Unfortunately response rates were low, however SACRE has considered 

establishing a sub-Group to look into the matter in greater detail following the conclusion of the 

Agreed Syllabus review.  

Determinations 
No determinations have been requested in the year 2024-25. 

Teacher training provided 
No training on Collective worship has been provided in 2024-25. 

Other information 
There were no formal complaints to SACRE about collective worship during the year. 

Advice to the Local Authority 
No advice was given to the local authority around the provision of collective worship. 

 

Section 4: Links with other bodies 
National Bodies 
Walsall SACRE are pleased to be linked with national bodies and receive useful national 
updates from Debbie Yeomans, our RE adviser.  

Walsall SACRE are members of NASACRE. Walsall SACRE were represented at the 
NASACRE conference by our RE Today Advisor, who provided valuable feedback to SACRE. 

Reports from NATRE have proved useful to SACRE when monitoring schools. Further 
resources from NATRE have been shared with schools. 

Information from the REC has been used in meetings and shared with schools where 
appropriate. 

Local bodies 
Lichfield Diocese provide support to SACRE and we are pleased to have a member of the 
diocese as vice-chair.  

SACRE tried hard to further links with Walsall for All and now this organisation has changed 
we have made links with others in the council responsible for this work and have invited them 
to speak at SACRE. 
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Section 5: SACRE involvement in the Local Area 
Governor and head teacher links 
Information has been shared to head teachers via briefings and newsletters.  

Advice on community issues 
The RE adviser regularly gives advice on speakers coming into schools and visits to places of 
worship locally.  
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Section 6: Managing the SACRE and partnership with the Local Authority 
(LA) 
Professional and administrative support 
The Local Authority provided funding to support SACRE activity 2024-25 by contracting with 
RE Today services of an RE adviser for a number of days during the year. These days include 
servicing SACRE, writing reports and providing papers and advice, working with schools, 
providing primary networks training and first response consultancy.  

Debbie Yeomans from RE Today took on the role of RE consultant. 

Debbie Yeomans 
RE Today Services 
Suite 5-6, 1 Devon Way 
Birmingham  
B31 2TS  
 
Clerking of SACRE is undertaken by Edward Cook. The clerking services are provided by:  

Legal and Democratic Services. 
Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council 
Council House 
Lichfield Street 
Walsall, WS1 1TW 
 
Nick Perks from the Local Authority’s Children’s Services Directorate holds responsibility for 
supporting SACRE and attends its meetings. 

Nick Perks  
Children’s Services Quality Assurance Team 
Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council 
The Civic Centre 
Walsall 
WS1 1TP 
 

Membership 
In 2024-25 three meetings of SACRE took place.  All meetings were quorate. 

The table provided in Appendix A demonstrates the diverse composition of Walsall’s SACRE, 
but it does also show that several membership vacancies remain and the clerk will continue to 
work on filling these vacancies over the next year. 

Training 
Some members of SACRE have attended training provided by the RE Adviser to primary 

teachers. 

Finance 
The Local Authorities budget for the academic year 2025/6 is approximately £10,300. This 
funding will be spent primarily on meeting costs, the new amended Agreed Syllabus from 2026 
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onwards, primary network meetings and professional advice to SACRE and Walsall schools 
provided by the RE Advisory Team.  
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Appendix A: Membership 
Membership of Walsall SACRE at the end of the academic year 2024-25 was as follows: 

Committee A: Christian Denominations and Other 
Religions and Religious Denominations 
Dr G. Gomez   Roman Catholic 
Deacon H. Webster  Methodist, Walsall 
Mr D. Lomax   United Reformed Church 
Mrs M. Mather  Walsall Quakers 
Mr K. Bhatt   Shree Ram Mandir (Walsall) 
Mr M. Ashik Ali  Bangladesh Islamic   
    Association 
Mr G. Singh   Guru Nanak Gurdwara,  
    Willenhall 
Mr J. Singh-Bachra  Guru Nanak Gurdwara,  
    Caldmore 
Mr S. Singh Padda  Walsall Sikh Forum 
Mr Bill Green   Humanist Representative 
Imam M. Saeed  Aisha Mosque & Islamic  
    Centre 
Ms L.D. Sharma  Mandir Baba Balak Nath 
Mr I. Sacha   Muslim Welfare Society 
Mrs C. Highton-Nicholls The Salvation Army 
Mrs D. Letford  New Testament Church of  
    God 
Vacancies 
x 1 Jewish (Nominee received, pending Council 
confirmation of appointment) 
x 1 Buddhist  
x 1 Baptist 
x 1 Methodist 
x 1 Orthodox  

Committee B: Lichfield 
Diocesan Board of Education 
The Church of England 
 
Mrs P. Lane  
Mr A. Orlik 
Mrs K. Donnellan  
 
x 2 Vacancies 
    
 

Committee C Teachers’ Associations 
Ms H. Leadley, Blackwood Primary School (Academy). 
Ms W. Duffus (NASUWT) 
Mrs L. Dosanjh (NEU) 
 
Vacancies  
x 2 Maintained School Head teachers 
x 1 Secondary Academy Head teacher 
x 1 Subject Leader Primary  
x 1 Subject Leader Secondary  
Representatives of Unions (NASUWT, ATL, ASCL, 
NAHT) 
  

Committee D Local Authority 
Councillor R. K Mehmi 
Councillor L. Nahal 
Councillor S. Nasreen 
Councillor Singh Sohal   
Councillor C. Statham   
Councillor M. Statham 
x 1 Vacancy 
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Appendix B: Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 
(S.A.C.R.E.) Constitution 
 
1.Legislative Background  
 
The Education Act 1996, Sections 375-397 (in conjunction with ‘Religious Education in English 
Schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010’).  
 
2. Terms of Reference  
 
a) The broad role of SACRE is to support the effective provision of RE and Collective Worship 
in schools. Walsall Local Authority will work with the SACRE to monitor and review the existing 
provision for RE and Collective Worship.  
b) The functions of SACRE are detailed in section 391 Education Act 1996 (as amended). 
Other responsibilities are outlined in: Religious Education in English Schools: non-statutory 
guidance 2010; SACRE and Self Evaluation: A guide Ofsted 2005; Circular 1/94 (Collective 
Worship). These responsibilities are:  
 
a) to advise the Authority on such matters connected with Religious Education and Collective 
Worship in Walsall Community schools, Foundation schools without a religious character and 
Voluntary Controlled schools.  
b) to monitor the provision and quality of RE taught according to its Agreed Syllabus together 
with the overall effectiveness of the syllabus in all schools.  
c) to provide advice and support on the effective teaching of the Agreed Syllabus.  
d) to provide advice to the LA and its schools on methods of teaching, the choice of teaching 
material and the provision of teacher training.  
e) to require the LA to set up a statutory conference to review the Agreed Syllabus if, in the 
opinion of the SACRE, this becomes necessary. This must be reviewed and updated every 
five years but a majority of representative groups on the SACRE, other than that consisting of 
persons chosen to represent the Authority (Group D), may at any time require a review of the 
Agreed Syllabus which is currently being used by the Authority.  
f) to consider, in partnership with the LA, whether any changes need to be made to the 
Agreed Syllabus or in the support offered to schools in the implementation of the Agreed 
Syllabus, to improve the quality of RE and the learning of pupils.  
g) to offer schools and the LA advice concerning how an existing syllabus can be interpreted 
so as to fit in with wider changes in education.  
h) to receive, determine and review applications from headteachers that the requirement for 
Collective Worship in community schools to be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian 
character shall not apply to the collective worship provided for some or all of the pupils at that 
particular school.  
i) to publish an annual report on its work and on actions taken by its representative groups, 
specifying any matters on which it has advised the LA, broadly describing the nature of that 
advice, and setting reasons for offering advice on matters which were not referred to it by the 
LA. This report will be presented to the LA and schools and is to be delivered to the 
Department for Education and NASACRE (the National Association of Standing Advisory 
Councils for Religious Education) by the date specified. This report should also be made 
available to the public. The report will provide at least the information specified by the receiving 
body.  
j) to develop SACRE’s own role, supported by the LA and working with inter-religious bodies, 
to enhance the important contribution that the study of religion and belief can make to 
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community cohesion, British values* and the combating of religious prejudice and 
discrimination.  
k) to offer advice to the Walsall LA on any matters related to SACREs.  
 
3. Membership of SACRE  

a) The number of representative members shall be determined from time to time by the LA and 
the individual appointments should be made by the LA after taking all reasonable steps to 
assure itself that the individual is representative of the denomination or the teacher association 
concerned. It is desirable that all members have an interest in education in general and in 
religious education in particular.  

b) SACRE is to be comprised of the members of the four Representative Groups and 
members co-opted to SACRE  

c) The four Representative Groups shall be:  
 
Group A: Such Christian denominations other religions and religious denominations as, in the 
opinion of the LA, will appropriately reflect the principal religious traditions in Walsall and 
religions and faiths covered by the Agreed Syllabus. The number of representatives of each 
religion and religious denomination appointed shall, so far as consistent with the efficient 
discharge of the Council’s functions, reflect broadly the proportionate strength of that 
denomination or religion in the area as indicated by the 2021 census data:  

1 Baptist  
2 Black Country Orthodox Trust  
2 Methodist  
1 New Testament Church of God  
2 Quaker  
1 Roman Catholic  
2 Salvation Army  
1 United Reform Church  
3 Muslim  
2 Hindu  
3 Sikh  
1 Jewish 
1 Buddhist  

 
Non-Religious Philosophical Convictions  
2 appointed representative for people with non-religious affiliation or belief not represented by 
any other membership group so long as the non-religious beliefs analogous (similar or 
equivalent) to a religious beliefs as per the following guidance:-  
 

• To be “analogous” we consider the non-religious beliefs must in accordance with case 
law under the European Convention of Human Rights and the Human Rights Act 1998 
attain the necessary level of cogency, seriousness, cohesion and importance to attract 
protection under the Convention Rights.  

• Any appointment is dependent on the relevant local authority’s opinion as to whether 
such a representative would help ensure that the relevant traditions in the local 
authority’s area are appropriately reflected in Group A. The final decision of an 
appointment rests with the local authority, and they are best placed to assess whether a 
SACRE has the necessary expertise and experience to properly discharge its function.  
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Nomination and election process  
Nominations for people with non-religious affiliation or belief not represented by any other 
membership group in Category A should be submitted in writing to Democratic Services. 
Nominations to be reviewed by the Director of Children’s Service together with the Portfolio 
Holder for Education and SACRE, to consider eligibility. A recommendation to Council shall 
then be made.  
 
Group B: Church of England. This group is made up of 5 members of the Church of 
England, representing the Diocese of Lichfield. It can include both clergy and lay people. Each 
nominee will be proposed by the Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education and appointed by the 
LA. The nominating body will be the point of reference should the LA have any questions 
pertaining to their nominee(s) either before or subsequent to their appointment.  
 
Group C: Teacher representatives to represent a spread of teacher specialisations as listed 
below, and these should reflect as broad a spread of teacher associations as possible. Any 
teacher association that is not represented by the teacher category criteria will have the right 
to nominate an additional representative. The nominating body will be the point of reference 
should the LA have any questions pertaining to their nominee(s) either before or subsequent to 
their appointment:  

2 Maintained School Headteachers (Primary or Secondary)  
1 Secondary Academy School Headteachers  
2 Primary Academy School Headteacher  
1 Local RE subject leader Primary  
1 Local RE subject leader secondary  
Representatives of Unions (NUT, NASUWT, ATL, ASCL, NAHT)  

 
Group D: Local Authority. This group shall comprise a group of up to seven elected 
members as nominated by the political parties represented on the council.  
 
Co-opted members: SACRE shall have the right to co-opt additional members for the 
remainder of the municipal year. Co-opted members may take part in any of the discussions 
but do not belong to any of the groups and do not have voting rights. The co-opted members 
shall be appointed only by those members of SACRE who have not themselves been co-
opted.  
 
4. Officer Support  
 
a) Local Authority senior officer or representative (non-voting)  
b) Clerk to SACRE (non-voting)  
c) RE Consultant (non-voting)  
 
The nominating body will be the point of reference should the LA have any questions 
pertaining to their nominee(s) either before or subsequent to their appointment. The Head of 
Service will be the point of reference should SACRE have any questions pertaining to the 
Local Authority Senior Officer.  
 
5. Membership  
 
a) The LA shall appoint the members of the SACRE after consulting with the Nominating 
Bodies as appropriate.  
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b) Nominating bodies will review their representation at the beginning of each municipal year 
or up to every five years as they see fit.  
c) An individual representative member may resign as any time by giving notice in writing to 
their Nominating Body and to the Clerk of SACRE  
d) An individual representative member may be removed from membership by the LA, if in the 
opinion of the LA he or she ceases to be representative of the nominating denomination or 
teacher association.  
e) Following non-attendance of a member at two consecutive meetings without apology, the 
SACRE will recommend to the LA that a replacement nomination be sought from the relevant 
Nominating Body.  
 
6. Term of Office  
 
a) Appointments to SACRE shall generally be for a term of 5 years from the date that the new 
member should have attended their first meeting. Groups can re-nominate members after the 
end of the 5 years for consideration by the LA. Members may not serve for more than two 
consecutive periods of 10 years (i.e. ten consecutive years in total). SACRE may waive this 
rule with the agreement of all voting members of SACRE if the continued service of a Member 
was considered to be beneficial to the Council.  
b) The SACRE shall review the membership annually at the AGM in the summer term.  
 
7. Voting  
 
a) Each of the four Groups on SACRE shall have one vote. Groups are to determine their own 
internal voting arrangements. Decisions within a group about how that vote is cast do not 
require unanimity. Each group is to regulate its own proceedings including provision for 
resolving deadlock.  
b) A proposal shall not be deemed to be carried unless it has been approved by at least three 
of the four Groups, unless otherwise required by law or guidance. If there is a tied vote then 
the issue would fail, and no action would be taken.  
c) The validity of the proceedings of SACRE or of the members of SACRE of any particular 
category shall not be affected by a vacancy in the office of any member of SACRE, or on the 
ground that a member appointed to represent any religion, religious denomination or 
association does not at the time of the proceedings represent the religion, religious 
denomination or association in question.  
 
8. Quorum  
 
A quorum shall consist of one member from at least three of the constituent groups with a total 
presence of no less than eight of the appointed members.  
 
9. Chairs and Vice Chair  
 
a) The chair and vice chair will be appointed by the membership of SACRE at the AGM in the 
summer term or any meeting during the year when the position is vacant. Normally the chair 
and vice chair will remain in their positions for two years.  
b) The chair and vice chair, where possible, will represent different Groups of the SACRE and 
if possible have different religious backgrounds.  
c) SACRE will put in place procedures to consider succession planning for the posts of chair 
and vice chair.  
d) Where a vote is required, voting will be by a simple majority with each Group being 
assigned one vote.  
e) The Chair will be responsible for:  
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• the management of meetings  
• representing the SACRE to other bodies  
• such other duties as the SACRE considers appropriate.  
f) The Vice Chair will be responsible for:  
• deputising for the chair as required;  
• representing the SACRE to other bodies in the absence of the chair or in agreement with the 
Chair  
• such other duties as the SACRE considers appropriate.  
 
10. The Clerk  
 
The LA shall appoint, fund and supervise a Clerk to:  
a) attend the full meetings of SACRE, any agenda setting meeting and Agreed Syllabus 
Conference meetings  
b) take appropriate minutes and notes at meetings  
c) maintain and update the records of SACRE and its meetings  
d) perform any other necessary administrative duties  
e) provide a copy of the minutes and papers of meeting to the members of SACRE and LA  
 
11. The Local Authority Senior officer  
 
SACRE shall be served by a Local Authority Senior Officer. The LA officer will:  
a) attend each SACRE and ASC meeting  
b) represent the views of the LA at these meetings  
c) provide necessary information and support to the RE Adviser regarding RE and Collective 
Worship in the Walsall schools  
d) ensure that the LA provide sufficient funds for SACRE to perform its functions.  
 
12.The RE Adviser  
 
The RE adviser will:  
a) attend each meeting of the SACRE and support the SACRE to fulfil its function with regard 
to RE and Collective Worship  
b) work with the Chair, Clerk and LA Officer to prepare the SACRE agenda and any reports, 
papers or advice required  
c) report regularly to SACRE on work completed on behalf of SACRE  
d) provide expertise and advice in the areas of RE and Collective Worship.  
 
13. Meetings of SACRE  
 
a) There will normally be three SACRE meetings per academic year, one per term. Meetings 
will be convened by the LA. The summer term meeting will be the AGM.  
b) Special meetings may be called by the Chair, Vice Chair and LA acting jointly.  
c) Details of the business to be considered by the meeting, which will be included in the 
agenda, must be received by the Clerk not later than 15 school days before the meeting.  
d) The Clerk will, no later than 5 working days before the meeting, circulate the agenda and 
supporting papers to the members.  
e) Meetings of SACRE shall be held in public except where an item of business is being 
considered which involves the consideration of confidential information in accordance with the 
Religious Education (Meetings of Local Conferences and Councils).  
 
14. Convening an Agreed Syllabus Conference  
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a) Walsall LA is required to convene an Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC) to review the 
Agreed Syllabus every five years. An ASC may be requested to be convened by SACRE more 
frequently.  

b) This conference will ideally have the same composition as SACRE. There is no provision for 
co-opted members, however some individuals may be invited to all meetings of the conference 
and its Groups in order to give their advice.  
 
15. General  

a) The SACRE may if it wishes establish working parties to take forward specific projects 
comprising representatives of each of the groups and the RE Consultant. These working 
parties will report back to SACRE regularly, according to a schedule agreed at the outset of 
the project.  

b) In accordance with the statutory requirements of the Education Act 1996 and associated 
regulations, the press and public will be entitled to attend meetings of the SACRE, but may be 
excluded from the meeting during the consideration of items containing information capable of 
being treated as exempt information if meetings of SACRE were meetings of a Local Authority. 
The press and public are not entitled to attend meetings of an Agreed Syllabus Conference.  

c) The Constitution will be reviewed on a biennial basis at the Summer term meeting of 
SACRE (the AGM) and suggestions for amendment voted on as described in Sections 7 & 8. 
Minor amendments may be brought to any meeting, with the agreement of members, and such 
minor amendments voted on as described in Section 7 & 8.  
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Appendix C: Circulation of the Annual report  
 
The Walsall Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education Annual Report will be:  

• Provided, via e-mail, to all SACRE Members  
• Provided, via e-mail, to the Department for Education  
• Provided, via e-mail, to NASACRE  
• Published on the Local Authority website  
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Appendix D: GCSE Results 2024  
(latest available data) 
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Agenda Item No. 8 

SACRE Action Plan 2025-26 
 

Ongoing Actions 
• Meetings to be held at a variety of Schools and places of worship. 
• Maintain SACRE’s working relationship with RE Today. 
• Ensure membership of NASACRE is renewed each year. 
• A SACRE member to attend the NASACRE conference each year. 
• Review the membership of SACRE and seek to fill vacancies. 
• Ensure we invite people with up to date of RE issues to address 

the meeting. 
 

Specific Actions for 2025-26 
• Receive a report on the primary network. 
• Facilitate the production of a new agreed syllabus for 2026-2030 

(with the Agreed Syllabus Conference). 
• Continue to monitor the Inclusion Strategy for Walsall. 
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1 

National RE Updates for SACRE from RE Today Autumn 2025 for 
Walsall SACRE. 

 
Interfaith Week 2025 
 

Please note – I know this will have happened by the time we meet, but wanted you to be aware of 
what had happened. DY 

Inter Faith Week is an annual initiative held in November that aims to strengthen interfaith 
relations across the UK. It aims to raise awareness of the diverse contributions of faith 
communities and promote understanding among people of different religious and non-religious 
beliefs. This year, Inter Faith Week 2025 will take place from Sunday, 9 – Sunday, 16 November. 

Explore how to get involved: www.interfaithweek.org/events/about 

Find out about local events: www.interfaithweek.org/  
Resources can be found here: www.interfaithweek.org/resources 

 
The theme of this year’s Interfaith Week for schools is Community: Together we Serve. 
 
Schools have a dedicated site for Interfaith Week: www.ifw4schools.co.uk/ This site includes 
carefully curated resources to support schools throughout the week and events running 
throughout it. 
 
RE Today is a proud partner in the Interfaith Week for Schools initiative and is making resources 
freely available for all schools to use throughout the week.  
These free resources can be found on RE Today’s website at: Interfaith Week for Schools 2025: 
Celebrating Diversity and Unity 
 

Ofsted’s renewed Education Inspection Framework and Toolkit 2025 
  

Ofsted has brought out a new toolkit to advise schools on the areas that will be evaluated and 
graded with the renewed inspection framework. 
  
The National Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE) has produced a slide show that compares the current 
2024 handbook with the new 2025 Toolkit (due for implementation from November 2025).  

The presentation highlights what continues and what’s new for RE, including:  

• RE’s place in the basic curriculum 

• the strengthened framing of the curriculum as an “entitlement for every pupil” (including pupils 
with SEND) 

• the re-framed Personal development and well-being area (with explicit references to faiths and 
beliefs and British values) 

• a clearer emphasis on Inclusion and protected characteristics 

• explicit recognition of prejudice-motivated bullying (including on grounds of religion or belief), 
and  

• expectations to track participation so all pupils including those with SEND, access RE and related 
opportunities. 
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SACRE news Autumn 2025  
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NATRE’s new Report Card: the state of RE in England 2025  
  
64% of the UK adult population think an education in religion and worldviews (or RE) is important yet just 
under 1 in 6 schools report not offering it in year 11. The handy report card shows the current picture for 
RE: www.natre.org.uk/news/natre-publishes-a-new-report-card-on-re/ 
  

NATRE has been reporting on the data from the workforce census for the last ten years. Our agreement 
with the DfE allows us to share this information with school providers, SACREs and Academy Trusts.   

This year’s data shows slightly fewer schools offering no RE in year 11, but it is still the case that just under 
one in six schools told the DfE that they do not offer RE to this year group at all and far more admit to not 
providing RE to pupils who do not choose a GCSE Religious Studies as one of their options. In both these 
cases, this means that effectively, pupils’ religious education ends when they are just 13 or 14 years old, 
when the law in England requires that the subject be taught to age 18. 

You can read the full report here: www.natre.org.uk/news/dfe-school-workforce-census-november-2024-
report-published-in-june-2025/ 
 

Farmington scholarships 
Every year Farmington supports around 30 primary and secondary teachers (including head 
teachers) working in RE or associated subjects (for example, philosophy or moral and ethical 
education, SEND). Farmington provides these teachers with the gift of time; up to 30 days out of 
the classroom to pursue a project of their own.   

It provides a supportive supervisor and access to a university library, if needed, as well as running 
an Induction Day for new scholars.  Scholars attend the Annual Conference the year before they 
hold their scholarship, and the Conference at the end of the year, where they present their 
research.  Scholars also arrange a presentation of their research at their school – to other 
teachers, to governors, and to other interested people from the locality. 

Applicants must have the written support of their head teacher and must have worked at their 
current school for two years when they start the scholarship.  They accept joint applications from 
two or more teachers working on the same project (not necessarily at the same school), but both 
teachers must fill in an application form. 

Farmington pays costs for a cover teacher for the school, as well as all costs for the conference, 
travel and the induction day. 

A scholar based in the West Country may be designated that year’s St Luke’s Farmington Scholar, 
through a partnership with the St Luke’s College Foundation which provides generous support. 

Their partnership with the Temple Grove Schools Trust allows them to offer up to 6 Temple Grove 
Farmington Scholarships each year.  These are available to primary teachers in any subject, with 
the aim of promoting excellence in primary teaching. 

Applications for 2026-27 Farmington scholarships are now open, with a closing date of 26th 
January 2026. For queries, please email: institute@farmington.ac.uk. More information can be 
found on the following link: https://farmington.ac.uk/farmington-institute-scholarship/  
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YouGov data on belief in God 

YouGov has been collecting and collating data on beliefs about God. The data is displayed over a 
few years from 2019 to 2025 in relation to believing in a God/Gods, having no belief in God/Gods 
and that there is no God but there is a belief that there is something spiritual in the world. The 
data can filtered in terms of age, gender, region and social background. The data is available on 
the following link Brits' beliefs about God(s) 

Religious Media Centre updates 
The Religion Media Centre is an impartial and independent organization aiming to increase further 
cohesion and understanding in society by helping the media report and understand religion and 
belief. It does not promote any one religion or belief and has no editorial line other than religion 
matters. Instead, it exists to provide accurate, timely and relevant information to the media, 
enabling the public to be better informed. You can sign up for a weekly bulletin that will keep you 
up to date with the latest news relating to religions and faith. It also has 130 factsheets ideal for 
subject knowledge for SACRE members or teachers.  
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/ 
 

Muslim Council of Britain  
A recent analysis of 2021 Census data from the Muslim Council of Britain reveals a more complex 
picture of British Muslim identity than assumed. Far from a single, uniform group, British Muslims 
reflect a range of ethnic backgrounds and cultural histories. 
https://muslimcouncil.substack.com/p/are-british-muslims-actually-ethnically  

 

Survey on Withdrawal from RE and Collective Worship in England  
School staff are invited to take part in a brief online survey regarding withdrawal from RE and 
Collective worship in English schools. The survey is being conducted by Exeter University. It aims to 
gather information on how widespread the request for withdrawal is, and where requests are 
received, how they are managed, by whom, and with reference to what sources of advice and 
guidance (if any). The survey does not collect any identifying information, so responses will remain 
anonymous. The survey should take less than 10 minutes to complete, and will remain open until 
31st Dec 2025. 
  
The survey can be accessed here: https://forms.office.com/e/vMeinypKTx 
 

RE Hubs  
Don’t forget that the RE Hubs website offers extensive and growing links to people and places, locally and 
nationally. www.re-hubs.uk  
FREE Training is offered for teachers leading local groups.  
For new leaders:  www.re-hubs.uk/uploads/new2leading.pdf  

• Thursday 4th December Session 2: 4-5:30pm 

For current leaders, a session on growing your RE network: www.re-hubs.uk/uploads/localleadercpd.pdf  

• Thursday 20th November 2025 - 4 PM - 5.30 PM 

Network for MAT RE Leads: www.re-hubs.uk/uploads/RE-Hubs-CPD-flyers-v2-202526-2.pdf  
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Examination Results 2025 
Summer 2025 saw, as always, excited and nervous 16- and 18-year-olds expecting the results of the GCSE 
and A Level Religious Studies examinations.  There was a slight decrease in the number of A Level entries in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland for 2025 with the subject being studies by more girls than boys in this 
cohort. 
 
NATRE has written an analysis of the results – you can find it here:www.natre.org.uk/resources/gcse-
religious-studies-2025-national-report-for-england-and-wales/ 
 
 
The data below, for A Level Religious Studies is provided by the Joint Council for Qualifications (2024 is 
included for comparison) 
 

Category Subject Year 
Number 

Sat A* % 

A*-A 
% 

A*-B 
% 

A*-C 
% 

A*-D 
% 

A*-E 
% 

A*-
U % 

A Level UK Religious Studies 2025 16439 5.9 25.5 56.6 81.2 93.8 98.5 

100.
0 

A Level UK Religious Studies 2024 16622 6.0 25.7 54.9 78.8 92.6 98.2 

100.
0 

 

 Subject Sex Year 
Numbe

r sat 

% of 
Total 

number 
sat A* % 

A*-A 
% 

A*-B 
% 

A*-C 
% 

A*-D 
% 

A*-
E % 

A*-U 
% 

A 
level 
UK RS Male 2025 4703 1.2 6.4 24.6 54.2 79.7 93.1 98.2 100.0 

A 
level 
UK RS Male 2024 4839 1.2 6.1 25.4 53.2 77.1 91.7 97.9 100.0 

A 
level 
UK RS Female 2025 11736 2.5 5.7 25.8 57.5 81.8 94.0 98.6 100.0 

A 
level 
UK RS Female 2024 11783 2.5 6.0 25.8 55.6 79.4 92.9 98.2 100.0 

 
21st August 2025 saw the release of the GCSE results in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  The figures 
below show the UK wide figures as well as the figures for England, for the whole cohort and also included are 
the figures according to sex. 
 
GCSE Full Course Religious Studies 

Categ
ory 

Subject Year 
Number 

Sat 
7/A and 
above % 

4/C and 
above % 

1/G and 
above % 

U and 
above % 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious Studies 2025 237515 32.1 73.4 97.9 100.0 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious Studies 2024 245019 31.4 72.7 98.0 100.0 

 

Category Subject Year 
Number 

Sat 
7/A and 
above % 

4/C and 
above % 

1/G and 
above % 

U and 
above % 
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GCSE 
England 

Religious Studies 2025 217483 31.7 73.2 97.9 100.0 

GCSE 
England 

Religious Studies 2024 223034 31.1 72.5 98.1 100.0 

 
 

Category  Subject 
S
e
x 

Year 
Number 

sat 

% of 
Total 

number 
sat 

7/A and 
above % 

4/C and 
above % 

1/G and 
above % 

U and 
above 
% 

GCSE UK 
Religious 
Studies M 2025 108869 3.5 25.1 67.2 96.8 100.0 

GCSE UK 
Religious 
Studies M 2024 111901 3.6 24.1 66.5 97.0 100.0 

GCSE UK 
Religious 
Studies F 2025 128646 4.2 38.0 78.6 98.8 100.0 

GCSE UK 
Religious 
Studies F 2024 133118 4.3 37.6 77.8 98.9 100.0 

GCSE UK 
Religious 
Studies 

M 
& 
F 2025 237515 3.9 32.1 73.4 97.9 100.0 

GCSE UK 
Religious 
Studies 

M 
& 
F 2024 245019 4.0 31.4 72.7 98.0 100.0 

 
GCSE Short Course 
 

Cate
gory 

Subject 
S
e
x 

Year 
Number 

sat 
% of Total 
number sat 

7/A and 
above % 

4/C and 
above % 

1/G and 
above % 

U and 
above % 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious 
Studies M 2025 12978 95.8 19.9 55.5 92.1 100.0 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious 
Studies M 2024 13509 95.8 18.6 54.6 92.1 100.0 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious 
Studies F 2025 12524 98.6 32.6 68.2 96.1 100.0 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious 
Studies F 2024 12253 98.1 31.5 69.1 96.6 100.0 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious 
Studies 

M
& 
F 2025 25502 97.1 26.2 61.7 94.1 100.0 

GCSE 
UK 

Religious 
Studies 

M 
& 
F 2024 25762 96.9 24.7 61.5 94.3 100.0 

 

NASACRE Training  
NASACRE (National Association of Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education) continues to 
work to celebrate, support, strengthen and promote the work of local SACREs and represents their 
interests at a national level, including training for SACRE members. 

• 20th October 2025, 7-8pm How can SACREs make strategic use of the New Oak National 
Curriculum? Free to SACREs who have bought the annual webinar package £25 for a 
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subscribed SACRE and £35 for a non-subscribed SACRE (Debbie attended this on behalf of 
Walsall) 

• November 2025 (various), 6:30-8pm: NASACRE in Conversation (regions) Free session for all 
SACREs to attend - but specifically for Chairs, Vice-Chairs, SACRE consultants and LA link 
officers  

• 4 December 2025, 4-5:30pm Supporting your SACRE as a Professional Advisor Free to SACREs 
who have bought the annual webinar package £25 for a subscribed SACRE and £35 for a non-
subscribed SACRE  

• 22nd January 2026, 7-8pm, Chair/Vice-chair & LA link officer focus How to ensure your 
SACRE is fit for purpose? Free to SACREs who have bought an annual webinar package £25 
for a subscribed SACRE and £35 for a non-subscribed SACRE 

• 25th June 2026 So, you’ve joined your local SACRE… Free session for any SACREs to attend 
specifically for new members of SACRE 
 
 

 

 

School Census Data 
 
NATRE works with the Department for Education to collate information from the School 
Workforce Census about religious education teaching in England. NATRE has produced a report 
analysing the data.  
 
The School Workforce Census allows the DfE to collect curriculum information from a large sample 
of secondary schools.  Not all schools provided complete curriculum information. Where returned 
information on curriculum is mostly incomplete, the data for these schools has been removed 
from published analysis. In 2024, 2,800 secondary schools (81.0%) provided usable curriculum 
information. 
 
1. There has been a decrease in the number of schools that report offering zero hours of RE in year 
11 from 16.4% in 2023 to 14.4% in 2024. Whilst indicating an improvement, this equates to 1 in 6 
schools are breaching their statutory duty to provide RE for all pupils in all year groups. It is worth 
noting that because the number of schools reporting other subject data but not RE has increased, 
SACREs will need to verify the levels of provision in those schools by another method. They will 
also need seek information from those who did not report curriculum data at all this year.  
 
2. In 2024, more than 42% of state funded secondary schools reported offering less than 3% of 
curriculum time in year 11. However, this is a decrease from 46% in 2023. When this data is cross 
referenced with GCSE entries, it suggests that where schools report a small percentage of 
provision, this equates to a small GCSE option group. Again, this practice represents a breach of 
statutory duties because those pupils who do not opt for the GCSE course are entitled to their 
statutory RE. When the new Ofsted toolkit references pupil’s entitlement, NATRE hopes that more 
attention is drawn to this.  
 
3. The gap between levels of provision in schools with a religious character and those without has 
been widening each year. More than 81.3% of schools and academies with a religious character 
offer more than 3% of curriculum time in year 11 for Religious Education compared to 23% of 
schools and academies without a religious character. This level of provision is not a big ask for a 
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core subject of the basic curriculum. In a 30-period week this represents just 45 minutes 
approximately each week. The time recommended to fulfil the requirements of most local agreed 
syllabuses is 5% i.e. about 75 minutes. 
 

Upcoming RE Today Courses for the Autumn Term and beyond! 
 

For more details on any of these courses, click here: Professional Development Courses 
 

Primary Phase CPD 
 

Diversity In Christianity 
26th November 2025 (Afternoon 1.00 pm – 3.30 pm) – Debbie Yeomans 
 
The Christian faith is rich and diverse. This course will give you the opportunity to understand some 
of the diversity that exits within Christian beliefs and practices and give you practical ideas to help 
you represent this diversity in the primary classroom. 
 
Primary - Understanding Christianity  
13th November 2025 (afternoon 1.00 pm – 4.00 pm) – Julia Diamond-Conway 
 
Get the confidence and subject knowledge to teach about Christianity: Text Impact Connections 
through this tried and tested course which is supported by a substantial whole school teachers 
handbook. 
 
Many locally agreed syllabuses include requirements for teaching Christianity that are directly 
supported by this resource. This resource supports good quality teaching about Christianity and 
can be used within the requirements of your syllabus guidelines. 
 
Day 2 – 27th January (1.00 pm – 4.00pm) and Day 3 – 20th May (1.00 pm – 4.00pm) 
 

Secondary CPD 
 

 
Understanding Christianity – Secondary 
5th November 2025 – (All Day 9.30 am – 3.30 pm) – Stephen Pett 
 
Packed with the same knowledge and interactivity of a webinar, this training time gives more 
room for discussion, real-life examples with in-depth explanations and the usual wealth of 
expertise. 
 
A day course introducing a substantial resource for teaching Christianity for 11-14s, laying the 
foundations for excellent learning at 14+/GCSE and A Level.  This day course will provide you with 
an overview of the Understanding Christianity approach, units of work strategies and activities, as 
well as specific classroom resources to support learning. 
 
Powerful Knowledge in RE 
12th November 2025 (Afternoon 1.30 pm – 4.30 pm) – Angela Hill 
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What do learners need to know in RE? Is knowledge-rich RE dull and irrelevant to teenagers? With 
limited time and resources, how can we choose what to teach and what to leave out? In this 
session, we will think deeply about how knowledge in RE can empower those we teach and make 
them competent and independent learners. 
 
 

Whole staff training or bespoke support for your school 
 

Looking for ways to refresh your teaching, upskill your team or overhaul your RE provision? 
 
For over 40 years RE Today has been working with teachers and schools providing knowledge, 
practical support, and up-to-date thinking in the ever-changing education environments. No 
challenge in RE is too big or too small, simply get in touch and see how we can help. 
 
We can help! Take your teaching to the next level with our expert-led professional development, 
resources and support, designed to equip you to inspire and engage every pupil in your RE lessons, 
helping them to achieve deeper understanding and impactful learning.  
 
Whatever your needs, INSET Day, or dedicated support by and RE Adviser complete the enquiry 
from below and we will be happy to help!  Complete enquiry form 
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Agenda Item No. 12 

Review of OFSTED reports of Walsall Schools 

Please note that in September and October 2025 Ofsted paused routine inspections 

to allow for the implementation of a new inspection framework in November 2025. 

 
The following inspection reports have been published between 3 July 2025 and 4 

November 2025 

 

Primary  
Castle School – Walsall - 3rd June 25 (published 8th July) 

No comment on RE. 

Secondary 
Willenhall E-ACT Academy – 13th May 25 (published 28th July) 

No comment on RE. 

 

 

Section 48 Inspections 
Further to conversations at previous SACRE meetings, it has been arranged for the 
Council and RE Today Adviser to be notified when SIAMS inspections have been 
conducted for Church of England Schools. The Archdiocese of Birmingham 
(Catholic) have also confirmed that they will be able to provide lists of schools who 
have been inspected and these reports are publicly available. As such, updates 
regarding these will be available to SACRE in future. 

Page 48 of 48


