
  
 

 

 
 

LICENSING AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
26TH JULY 2006 

 
REPORT OF HEAD OF PUBLIC PROTECTION 

 
STREET COLLECTIONS 2006 

SSAFA FORCES HELP 
 
 

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT: 
 
 The purpose of the report is to bring to the Committee’s attention a request by the 
 SSAFA Forces Help to hold additional street collections in Saddlers Shopping Centre 
 Walsall. 
 
2.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 The Committee is asked to consider the organisation’s request for additional street 
 collection dates. (Please see paragraph 11.2) 
 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
 None. There is no charge for a street collection permit.  
 
4.0 POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
 None. 
 
5.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
5.1 There are no grounds for refusal specified in the act. 
 
5.2 At present, there is no statutory right of appeal against refusal of a street collection 

permit and the only way a Licensing Authority’s Act could be challenged would be by 
application to the High Court for a review of the decision. 

 
6.0 EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
 None. 
 
7.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 
 
 None. 
 
8.0 WARDS AFFECTED: 
 
 The Saddlers Shopping Centre is within the St. Matthews Ward. 
 
9.0 CONSULTEES: 
 
 There is no legal requirement to consult on street collection applications. 



 
10.0 BACKGROUND: 
 
10.1 Authority to issue street collections has been delegated to the Head of Public 

Protection in  instances where the collection would be considered to be non-
controversial. Any other applications are submitted to Committee for determination. 

 
10.2 The Council has a policy of only two street collection dates per organisation per 

calendar year. A variation of this policy must be submitted to the Committee for 
determination. 

 
11.0 THE APPLICATION: 
 
11.1 SSAFA Forces Help have already been allocated one street collection permit in 

Walsall  Saddlers Shopping Centre on Saturday 24th June 2006. This date has been 
allocated to the SSAFA Forces Help in accordance with the Council’s policy on street 
collections. 

 
11.2 The organisation has now requested permission to undertake six additional 

collections in The Saddlers Shopping Centre from the 2nd October 2006 – 7th October 
2006 A copy of this application is attached at appendix1. 

 
11.3 A letter of authorisation from the Centre Administrator at Saddlers Shopping Centre 

has been received in respect of the additional dates requested. A copy of this letter is 
attached as Appendix 2. 

 
12.0 OBSERVATIONS: 
 

The Local Authority has the power to issue permits for organisations to undertake 
collections for the benefit of charitable purposes. “Charitable purpose” is defined in 
the Act to mean “any charitable, benevolent or philanthropic purposes, whether or not 
the purpose is charitable, within the meaning of any rule of law.” 

 
12.2 In respect of this application, the Committee is requested to consider whether to vary 

policy and, if so, whether to grant a permit for some or all of the additional dates    
requested at 11.3. 

 
13.0 CONTACT OFFICER: 
 

Kishorkumar B Patel – Ext. 3581 
 
14.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS: 
 

Appendix 1 - Application form for a street collection permit submitted by SSAFA            
  Forces Help.  
Appendix 2 – Letter of authorisation from Centre Administrator at Saddlers Shopping  

 Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Judith Sunley 
Head of Public Protection 
 
 



Can we help
someone you
know?
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The Ex-Service Community: giving back
to those who gave

SSAFAForces Help provides a safety net for all ex-
Service personnel and their dependants, whether they
left the Forces last week or many years ago. Our 7,000
branchvolunteersaroundthe countryandoverseas
providepracticalandemotionalsupportforthosewhoare
lonely,bereaved, in debt or ill.We help those entitled to
applyfor state and local benefits and for war pensions,
andwillseekto providefinancialassistanceto those in
need. We offer specIalneeds assistance. helping to

organiseana fundhome adaptationsor special equipment
for the disabled.

SSAFA Forces Help volunteers will help the elderly man
who has had his wartime service medals stolen to get
replacements;we will raisefunds and organisea visitto
her husband'sgrave for the widow who was bereaved at
Arnhem all those years ago; we will organise friendship
visitsfor the lonelywidower who finds it hardto keep
going. Whatever the need, SSAFA Forces Help will aim to
meet it.

Ourvariety of services includes:
financialassistance

.help organising and funding home adaptations or special
equipment

0> practicaland emotionalsupport.a care home for the elderly.purpose-built bungalows for disabled people
specially designed holiday apanments for the disabled,
or anyone in need of a rest
a HousingAdvisoryService
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The Serving Community: supporting
those who give

Life in the Forcesisunique,it offersopportunities,but
comes with its own anxieties.Beingpartedfrom your
family, perhaps away from home for the first time, maybe
in a hostile environment, can take its toll. SSAFAForces
Help providessupportto servingpersonneland their
families, both at home and abroad.We work with all
three Services: the Royal Navy,the Army and the Royal
Air Force.

Our network of more than 55 Service comminees and

more than 500 in-Service volunteers on bases and

garrisons in the UK and around the world supports the
families who are left behind when duty calls. Our

Community Volunteers are the friendly face a pregnant
wife can turn to while her husband is on an extended tour

of dutyor canprovidetransport to hospital for the

children's check ups while the serving partner ISaway.

Our variety of services includes:

a professional social work service to the serving
communityin the-UK andoverseas, under contract to

the Ministry of Defence
health professionals,including midwives, health visitors,

practice, paediatric and community psychiatric nurses
and pharmacists,in Germany, Cyprus, Gibraltar, Brunei,

Nepal and Canada
we are a registered adoption agency

a Special Needs and Disability Adviser who offers help,
advice and support to Service families and we run

activity holidays for children with special needs and

their siblings
confidential advice and support to Service personnel
and their families

short-stay accommodation at our Stepping Stone
Homes for separated Service families, with support.

help and assistance in finding a permanent home

a Family Escort Service to assist Service families

travelling to, from and within the UK
a Confidential Support Line offering advice and

assistance to Forces personnel and their families
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Our force of volunteers

As the volume and complexity of our work increases, so
does our need for volunteers. Volunteers join us from all
walks of life and are of all ages. Many do not have a
specific Service background, many do. The reason they
join us is that they want to use their skills and experience
to helppeopleIn their local community.

Our 7,500 volunteers are our lifeblood, without whom we
could not deliver our special brand of care. What we can

give back is a uniquely rewarding experience, with plenty
of challenges and lots of choice. We train our volunteers

to offer practical help and support, assisting people
through a wide range of issues and problems.

Our branch volunteers are drawn from across the local
community in which they live and work. They work
through our network of 98 branches and 700 divisions
around the UK and in certain overseas locations. The

majority of their work concerns casework with ex-Service
people and their families, which may involve obtaining
financial grants or simply giving friendly support. advice
and help.

Our in-Service volunteers are drawn from serving men
and women and their families; they work with their
communities in Service establishments throughout the
UKand overseas. Community Volunteers befriend
families and colleagues going through periodS of Isolation
and loneliness, illness, bereavement, depression and
other difficulties.

As well as working directly with people in need, our force
of volunteers also includes those who help with
management, accounts, administration, public relations,
fundraising, training and IT.
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Wa1sall & District Branch Office
42 Upper Rushall Street

Walsall
WSI2HA

Office Open
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

10.00 am. - 12.30 pm.

Te!: 01922 722778

~FORCES
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The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and
Families Association - Forces Help

For more information about SSAFA Forces Help and how
we can help you and your family, please
contact us:

'9Queen Elizabeth Street, London SE1 2LP
T 020 7403 8783
F 020 7403 8815

E info@ssafa.org.uk

www.ssafa.org.uk

RegisteredCharityNo. 210760 Est 1885




