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1.0 Summary of report 
 
1.1 To advise members of a request made by Ms. Nikki Sinclaire MEP  

(West Midlands region) for the use of a promotional site in order to 
carry out a mobile advice surgery.   

 
2.0 Recommendations 
 
2.1 That members consider the report and recommend to Council whether 

permission be given or refused for the use of a promotional site for this 
particular type of activity under section 115(E) of the Highways Act 
1980. 

 
3.0      Background information 
 
3.1   On the 27 June 2011 Mr. Paul Sheehan, Chief Executive of Walsall 
 MBC received a letter from Ms. Nikki Sinclaire M.E.P which is self 
 explanatory. This is given as Appendix 1.  
 
3.2    On the 30 June 2011 a letter was sent in response to the issues raised 

by Mr. Sheehan. This is given as Appendix 2. 
 
3.3   The Licensing Unit deals with the administration of promotional sites 

which fall under the scope of the  Highways Act 1980. This in effect 
permits the Council to authorise both commercial and non commercial 
activities to lawfully exhibit on the public highway/footway. 

 
3.4   The current sites available for this type of event are located in Park 

Street, St. Pauls Square and Gallery Square. All of these are situated 
within Walsall town centre. 

  



3.5     On the 2 July 2001 the Highways and Transportation Committee who 
were initially responsible for such sites, resolved to adopt regulations 
for there control. This is given as Appendix 3 

 
 3.6 The surgery proposed by Ms.Sinclaire would fall under the criteria of an 

exhibition or display (S.1(ii)), and would allow the display of 
information, provide a public service or seek to engage the interest of 
the public. 

 
 3.7 However, S.2(i) states that without the specific approval of the Council, 

exhibitions and displays will only be permitted on the highway in the 
Borough where the organisation requesting the display is a charity, a 
local community group based in Walsall or a public service 
organisation, and the display is  intended to provide information or a 
service to the public.  

 
3.8 M.Ps, Ward Councillors have to date not requested to hold such 

surgeries at these locations. Surgeries are generally held at public 
community premises or party headquarters. 

 
4.0 Resource considerations 
 
4.1 Financial: None, no charge is applicable for a non commercial 

promotional event. A fee is chargeable for commercial activities. 
                                                                                          
4.2 Legal:  There is no right of appeal against the refusal to authorise such 
 a promotional event under the Highways Act. 
 
4.3      Staffing: Nothing arising from this report   
 
5.0      Citizen impact 
 
5.1    Residents of the Borough would be able to ask questions of their M.E.P 

and also request any further advice/guidance. 
 
6.0      Community safety 
 
6.1      Nothing arising from this report. 
 
7.0      Environmental impact 
 
7.1      Nothing arising from this report 
 
8.0      Performance and risk management issues 
 
8.1      Nothing arising from this report 
 
9.0 Equality implications 
 
9.1 None arising from this report. 
 



 
10.0 Consultation 
 
10.1 None arising from this report. 
 
11.0    Contact Officer:  
 
11.1    Steve Knapper, Principal Licensing Officer. 01922 652221   

 
  








