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Why change?



Why change? 

• Current accommodation at Bloxwich is old and not fit for 
purpose

• Layout is inflexible and can’t provide the right type of space 
for patient care 

• Struggles to meet clinical standards (mixed gender, 
infection prevention, single bedrooms, accessibility etc.) 

• Building maintenance is costly

• All partners and CQC have agreed that an alternative is 
needed

• Why now? A long-standing issue and we have a ‘window of 
opportunity’ using the NHSI/E ‘Elimination of Dormitory 
Wards’ capital funds for mental health 



What is changing?

Inpatient beds at Bloxwich are currently provided across two wards:

• Cedars ward – 16 beds, both genders (functional disorders such as 
bi-polar, schizophrenia etc.)

• Linden ward – 10 beds, both genders (organic disorders such as 
dementia)

Proposal - To re-locate the facilities at Bloxwich Hospital to new purpose 
built accommodation on Dorothy Pattison Hospital site with:

• Purpose-built, ground floor inpatient accommodation (15 functional 
beds and 10 organic beds)

• Flexible, high quality clinical and support space



Benefits of new plans

• Investment to Walsall for historically underfunded mental 
healthcare for older people 

• Help facilitate highest quality patient care and clinical standards

• Wider group of staff to respond to incidents

• Modern, purpose built accommodation

• Better access to other services in Walsall – adjacent to Walsall 
Manor Hospital and Dorothy Pattison Hospital (access to DP site 
facilities such as gym, canteen etc.)

• Good car parking / public transport access

• Minimal disruption for patients, staff and residents 



Engagement
• Committed to engaging fully with 

service users, patients, carers, local 
residents, staff and partners

• Views informed the business case -
will continue to inform development 
and design of the new facilities 

• Initial engagement 2017 – 2020 
(posters/flyers, comment boxes, 
feedback sessions, website 
information, sessions for local 
residents, patients and families, 
information via partners)

• Formal engagement period was 7 
June to 31 August 2021 but will 
continue throughout development 



Engagement

• Printed materials produced and distributed – community 
development workers used to target ethnic minority 
communities

• Articles in partner newsletters including One Walsall and 
BCH stakeholder newsletter

• Experts by experience briefed and 1:1 discussions for 
patients and carers (via clinical staff)

• External website page and social media posts 

• Display and comment boxes in Bloxwich and Dorothy 
Pattison Hospitals

• Briefing sessions for staff and updates in BCH newsletters 
and forums

• Healthwatch Walsall 
Engagement is ongoing…



Feedback themes –
Patients and Families 

Comments about transport, bed numbers and 
ground floor wards



Feedback themes –
Public and Residents

Comments about importance that service 
continues, local residents asking about traffic / 
parking



Feedback themes –
Staff
Comments about future use of building, positive 
impact for patients and parking



Timescales

Planning permission 

conditions discharged 

by Walsall Council

May 2022

Supply chain partner 

Kier to start enabling 

works at DPH*

mid-May 2022

Full Business Case 

presented for approval 

at NHSE/I JISC 

16 May 2022

Main works start on 

site aligned with 

completion of enabling 

works

June/July 2022

Completion and 

handover

January 2024

Opening of service

May 2024

JSIC – Joint Strategic Investment Committee

*including demolition of the renal unit and site set-up



Thanks – any questions?

www.blackcountryhealthcare.nhs.uk/about-us/new-hospital-build-projects/re-provision-bloxwich-hospital

http://www.blackcountryhealthcare.nhs.uk/about-us/new-hospital-build-projects/re-provision-bloxwich-hospital

