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A G E N D A 
 
 
 PART I - PUBLIC SESSION 
 
 

1. Appointment of Chair 
 

2. Welcome 
 

3. Apologies 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 
 

5. Application for a Premises Licence under Section 159 of the Gambling Act 2005 
in respect of Merkur Slots, 12 Bradford Street, Walsall, WS1 1PB.  
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Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act, 1972 (as amended) 

 
Access to information: Exempt information 

 
Part 1 

 
Descriptions of exempt information: England 

 

1. Information relating to any individual. 
 
2. Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual. 
 
3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person  

(including the authority holding that information). 
 
4. Information relating to any consultations or negotiations, or contemplated  

consultations or negotiations, in connection with any labour relations matter arising 
between the authority or a Minister of the Crown and employees of, or office holders 
under, the authority. 

 
5.  Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be  

maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
6.  Information which reveals that the authority proposes: 
 

(a) to give any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which requirements  
 are imposed on a person; or 
 
(b) to make an order or direction under any enactment. 

 
7.  Information relating to any action taken or to be taken in connection with the  

prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime. 
 
8. Information being disclosed during a meeting of a Scrutiny and Performance  

Panel when considering flood risk management functions which: 
 

(a) Constitutes a trades secret; 
 

(b) Its disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial  
interests of any person (including the risk management authority); 

 
(c) It was obtained by a risk management authority from any other person and  

its disclosure to the public by the risk management authority would constitute a 
breach of confidence actionable by that other person. 
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The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 
 

Specified pecuniary interests 
 

The pecuniary interests which are specified for the purposes of Chapter 7 of Part 1 of the Localism 
Act 2011 are the interests specified in the second column of the following: 
 

Subject Prescribed description 

 
Employment, office, trade, 
profession or vocation 

 
Any employment, office, trade, profession or vocation carried 
on for profit or gain. 
 

Sponsorship Any payment or provision of any other financial benefit (other 
than from the relevant authority) made or provided within the 
relevant period in respect of any expenses incurred by a 
member in carrying out duties as a member, or towards the 
election expenses of a member. 
 

This includes any payment or financial benefit from a trade 
union within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour 
Regulations (Consolidation) Act 1992. 
 

Contracts 
 

Any contract which is made between the relevant person (or 
a body in which the relevant person has a beneficial interest) 
and the relevant authority: 
 

(a) under which goods or services are to be provided or  
works are to be executed; and 

 

(b) which has not been fully discharged. 
Land Any beneficial interest in land which is within the area of the 

relevant authority. 
 

Licences Any licence (alone or jointly with others) to occupy land in the 
area of the relevant authority for a month or longer. 
 

Corporate tenancies Any tenancy where (to a member’s knowledge): 
 

(a) the landlord is the relevant authority; 
 

(b) the tenant is a body in which the relevant person has  
a beneficial interest. 

 
Securities Any beneficial interest in securities of a body where: 

 

(a) that body (to a member’s knowledge) has a place of  
business or land in the area of the relevant authority; 
and 

b) either: 
 

 (i) the total nominal value of the securities  
exceeds £25,000 or one hundredth of the total 
issued share capital of that body; or 

 

 (ii) if the share capital of that body is more than  
one class, the total nominal value of the 
shares of any one class in which the relevant 
person has a beneficial interest exceeds one 
hundredth of the total issued share capital of 
that class.  
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          DOCUMENT A 
 
 

Information to accompany notice of hearing 
 
 
Rights of a Party 
 

 Subject to Regulations 14(2) and 25 *, a party may attend the hearing and 

may be assisted or represented by any person whether or not that person is 
legally qualified. 

 

 At the hearing, a party shall be entitled to - 
 

(a) in response to a point upon which the Authority has given notice to a 
party that it will want clarification, give further information in support of 
their application, representations or notice (as applicable); 

 
(b) if given permission by the Authority, question any other party; and 
 
(c) address the Authority. 

 
 

(* Regulation 14(2) states “The Licensing Authority may exclude the public from all or 

part of a hearing where it considers that the public interest in so doing outweighs the 
public interest in the hearing, or that part of the hearing, taking place in public.”  
Regulation 25 states “The Authority may require any person attending the hearing 
who, in their opinion, is behaving in a disruptive manner to leave the hearing and 
may - 
 

(a) refuse to permit that person to return; or 
 
(b) permit him to return only on such conditions as the Authority may 

specify. 
 
but such person may, before the end of the hearing, submit to the Authority in writing 
any information which they would have been entitled to give orally had they not been 
required to leave”). 
 
 
Non-attendance of a party at the hearing 
 
(1) If a party has informed the Authority that he does not intend to attend or be 

represented at a hearing, the hearing may proceed in his absence. 
 
(2) If a party who has not so indicated, fails to attend or be represented at a 

hearing, the Authority may - 
 
(a) where it considers it to be necessary in the public interest, adjourn the 

hearing to a specified date; or 
 
(b) hold the hearing in the party’s absence. 
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(3) Where the Authority holds the hearing in the absence of a party, the Authority 

shall consider at the hearing the application, representations or notice made 
by that party. 

 
(4) Where the Authority adjourns the hearing to a specified date, it must forthwith 

notify the parties of the date, time and place to which the hearing has been 
adjourned. 
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Procedure to be followed at the hearing 
 

 At the beginning of the hearing, the Authority shall explain to the parties the 
procedure that will be followed and shall consider any request by a party for 
permission for another person to appear at the hearing. 

 

 The hearing will usually be conducted in public, although the Sub-Committee 
may exclude the public from all or part of a hearing where it is considered 
expedient. 

 

 The hearing will take the form of a discussion led by the Authority and cross-
examination will not normally be permitted unless the Authority considers that 
cross-examination is required for it to consider the representations, 
application, or notice, as the case may require. 

 

 The hearing will proceed as follows:- 
 

1. The Chair to open the meeting, introducing Members and officers to all 
parties, members of the public, explain the nature of the application and 
the procedure to be followed. 

 
2. The applicant or their representative; relevant Authorities or their 

representatives; objectors or their representative to introduce 
themselves to the Sub-Committee. 

 
3. The Chair to ensure everyone has a full copy of documents for the 

hearing and to deal with any preliminary issues that may affect the 
hearing, for example, an application for an adjournment to consider 
fresh or late evidence. 

 
4. The Licensing Officer to tender a report to the Sub-Committee, outlining 

the application, any relevant representations and relevancies to the 
Local Authority licensing policy statement and statutory guidance. 

 
5. The Sub-Committee or other parties to seek points of clarification from 

the Licensing Officer on his report, if necessary. 
 
6. The responsible Authorities, or their representatives, to make relevant 

representations in relation to the application. 
 
7. The applicant and other interested parties to ask questions of the 

responsible Authorities in relation to their representations. 
 
8. Sub-Committee Members to ask relevant questions of the responsible 

Authorities in relation to their representations. 
 
9. Interested parties to be invited, if they wish to, to make relevant 

representations to the Sub-Committee. 
 
10. The applicant or person representing them to ask questions of the 

interested parties in relation to their representations. 
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11. Sub-Committee Members to ask relevant questions of the interested 
parties in relation to their representations. 

 
12. The applicant, or their representative, to present their case to the 

Sub-Committee. 
 
13. The responsible Authorities, or their representatives, to ask questions of 

the applicant. 
 
14. The interested parties, or their representative, to ask questions of the 

applicant. 
 
15. The Sub-Committee to ask questions of the applicant. 
 
16. The Chair to invite any parties making representations, and the 

applicant, to briefly summarise their case, if they wish. 
 
17. The Chair will check that the parties have said all that they wish to. 
 
18. The Sub-Committee will then decide on the matter in private and all 

persons, except the legal advisor and the Committee administrator, will 
withdraw from the hearing. 

 
19. All the parties will then be recalled and the decision of the 

Sub-Committee will be delivered, including any conditions placed on 
the licence (if granted) and the licensing objective that they relate to. 

 
 
Determinations 
 

 In most cases, the Sub-Committee will make a determination at the conclusion 
of the hearing.  In all cases, the determination will be in writing, giving reasons 
for the decision. 

 

 The Sub-Committee will consider its final decision in private, accompanied by 
the Legal Officer and the Committee Clerk.  Any legal advice given to 
Members of the Sub-Committee will be repeated by the Legal Officer to the 
parties when the decision is announced publicly. 
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          DOCUMENT B 
 
 
Action following receipt of notice of hearing 
 
(1) A party shall give to the Authority, within the period of time provided for in the 

following provisions of this Regulation, a notice stating - 
 
(a) whether he intends to attend or be represented at the hearing; 
 
(b) whether he considers a hearing to be unnecessary. 

 
(2) In a case where a party wishes any other person (other than the person he 

intends to represent him at the hearing) to appear at the hearing, the notice 
referred to in Paragraph (1) shall contain a request for permission for such 
other person to appear at the hearing accompanied by details of the name of 
that person and a brief description of the point or points on which that person 
may be able to assist the Authority in relation to the application, 
representations or notice of the party making the request. 

 
(3) In the case of a hearing under - 
 

(a) Section 48(3)(a) (cancellation of interim authority notice following police 
objection); or 

 
(b) Section 105(2)(a) (counter notice following police objection to 

temporary event notice), 
 

the party shall give the notice no later than one working day before the day or 
the first day on which the hearing is to be held. 

 
(4) In the case of a hearing under - 
 

(a) Section 167(5)(a) (review of Premises Licence following Closure 
Order); 

 
(b) Paragraph 4(3)(a) of Schedule 8 (determination of application for 

conversion of existing licence); 
 
(c) Paragraph 16(3)(a) of Schedule 8 (determination of application for 

conversion of existing Club Certificate); or 
 
(d) Paragraph 26(3)(a) of Schedule 8 (determination of application by 

holder of Justices Licence for grant of Personal Licence), 
 

the party shall give the notice no later than two working days before the day or 
the first day on which the hearing is to be held. 

 
(5) In any other case, the party shall give the notice no later than five working 

days before the day or the first day on which the hearing is to be held. 
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Right to dispense with hearing if all parties agree 
 
(1) An Authority may dispense with holding a hearing if all persons required by the 

Act to agree that such a hearing is unnecessary, other than the Authority itself, 
have done so by giving notice to the Authority that they consider a hearing to 
be unnecessary. 

 
(2) Where all the persons required by the Act to agree that a hearing is 

unnecessary have done so in accordance with Paragraph (1), the Authority, if 
it agrees that a hearing is unnecessary, must forthwith give notice to the 
parties that the hearing has been dispensed with. 

 
 
Withdrawal of representations 
 
A party who wishes to withdraw any representations they have made may do so - 
 

(a) by giving notice to the Authority no later than 24 hours before the day or 
the first day on which the hearing is to be held; or 

 
(b) orally at the hearing. 

 
 

- oOo - 
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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS 

 
 
1. Introductions.  
 
 
2.  Licensing Officer to present report outlining the application, relevant 

representations and relevance to the Local Authority licensing policy 
statement and statutory guidance. 

 
 
3. Questions to the Licensing Officer from the Sub-Committee or other parties. 
 
 
4. The responsible Authorities to make relevant representations in relation to the 

application. 
 
 
5. The applicant, interested parties and Sub-Committee to ask questions of the 

responsible Authorities. 
 
 
6. Interested parties to make representations. 
 
 
7. The applicant, responsible Authorities and Sub-Committee to ask questions of 

the interested parties. 
 
 
8. The applicant to present their case. 
 
 
9. Responsible Authorities, interested parties and Sub-Committee to ask 

questions of the applicant. 
 
 
10. All parties to briefly summarise their case. 
 
 
11. The Chair to check that all parties have said all they wish to. 
 
 
12. The Sub-Committee to deliberate in private, all persons except the Legal 

Adviser and Committee Administrator, to withdraw from the hearing. 
 
 
13. All parties to be recalled and advised of the Sub-Committee’s decision and 

inform parties in regard to the right of appeal to the Magistrates Court under 
Section 181 of the Licensing Act 2003 

 
- oOo - 
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Item No. 5    

 

 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF RESILIENT COMMUNITIES 
 

LICENSING SUB – COMMITTEE 
 

23rd September 2021 – 10.30am 
 

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE UNDER SECTION 159 OF 
 

THE GAMBLING ACT 2005 
 

Merkur Slots 
12 Bradford Street 

Walsall 
WS1 1PB 

 
 

1.0 Summary of Report 
 
1.1 For members of the licensing sub committee to determine an 

application for a bingo premises licence in respect of Merkur Slots,  
12 Bradford Street, Walsall, WS1 1PB. 

 
1.2 The application is made by Cashino Gaming Limited. 
 
1.3 The application cannot be granted or refused under officer’s delegated 

authority. 
 
2.0 Recommendations 
 
2.1 That the Licensing Sub Committee determine whether the application 

for a bingo premises licence in respect of Merkur Slots, 12 Bradford 
Street, Walsall, WS1 1PB be granted as requested, granted with 
additional/modified conditions, or reject the application. 

 
3.0 Background information 
 
3.1 An application for a bingo premises licence was received on 25 

February 2021 by the Licensing Authority. 
 
3.2 The completed application which also includes the proposed layout of 

the premises and a risk assessment is given as Appendix 1.  
 
3.3      The applicant do not seek to disapply the bingo premises licence 

default condition concerning operating hours. The default condition 
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being that ‘no facilities for gambling shall be provided on the premises 
between the hours of midnight and 9am’. 

 
3.5      A street map of the locality is attached as Appendix 2.  
 
3.6 Copies of the licence application must be submitted to all statutory        

‘responsible authorities’ under the terms of the Act. 
 
3.7 Applications for a bingo premises licence are also required to be 

advertised by way of a site notice displayed at the premises, and a 
licensing notice placed in a newspaper circulating within the area. This 
ensures that ‘interested parties’ (a person living sufficiently close to the 
premises to be likely to be affected by authorised activity, or has  
business  interests that might be affected by the authorised activities or 
a representative of either) under the terms of the Act are aware of the 
licence application.  

 
3.8      Any responsible authority or interested party has 28 days from 

submission of the application to make a written relevant representation 
to the Licensing Authority.      

 

3.9     On the 23 March 2021, West Midlands Police notified the Licensing 
Authority via email that they have no representations to make to the 
application. A copy of the response is attached as Appendix 3.  

 
3.10 10 representations have been received from interested parties. These 

are given as Appendix 4. Members are also to consider whether the 
representations are relevant. Representations also refer to 24 hour 
licensing, however section 3.3 of the report informs members that the 
applicant do not wish to seek to disapply the bingo premises licence 
mandatory conditions (Please see Appendix 5).  

 
4.0 Resource Considerations 
 
4.1      Financial: Application fees are set by the Licensing Authority. Any 

decision taken by the Licensing Authority may be appealed to the 
Magistrates’ Court. The Licensing Authority would have to bear the 
costs of defending such an appeal. 

 
4.2 Legal: Any representations received must be considered relevant. In 

order to be relevant the representation should relate to one or more of 
the licensing objectives, or raise issues under the licensing authority’s 
statement of policy or the Gambling Commission’s Guidance or Code 
of Practice.   

 
The licensing objectives under the Act are: 
 

a) Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, 
being associated with crime or disorder or being used to support 
crime, 
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b) Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way, and  
c) Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being 

harmed or exploited by gambling. 
 
Walsall Council’s Statement of Principles, Part B, outlines how the 
authority will approach decision making in respect of premises licences, 
this in part states: 

 
(i) Decision-making 
This licensing authority is aware that in making decisions about 
premises licences it should aim to permit the use of premises for 
gambling in so far as it thinks: 

    in accordance with any relevant code of practice issued by the 
Gambling Commission; 

    in accordance with any relevant guidance issued by the 
Gambling Commission; 

    reasonably consistent with the licensing objectives; and 

    in accordance with the authority’s statement of licensing 
policy. 

 
It is appreciated that as per the Gambling Commission's Guidance to 
Licensing Authorities "moral objections to gambling are not a valid 
reason to reject applications for premises licences” and also that unmet 
demand is not a criterion for a licensing authority. 

 
           In reaching its decision the sub-committee should bear in mind the 

mandatory and default conditions that apply to all bingo premises 
licences, a copy of those conditions is attached as Appendix 5.  

 
 In accordance with s169 (1)(b) a default condition may be excluded 

from a premises licence by the licensing authority. 
 
 The licensing authority also has powers to attach additional conditions 

to the licence. The Gambling Commissions Guidance to Licensing 
Authorities states 

 
 

9.28  Licensing authorities should make decisions on conditions on a case-
by-case basis, and in the context of the principles of s.153. They must 
aim to permit the use of premises for gambling and so should not attach 
conditions that limit their use except where it is necessary in 
accordance with the licensing objectives, the Commission’s codes of 
practice and this Guidance, or their own statement of policy. 
Conversely, licensing authorities should not turn down applications for 
premises licences where relevant objections can be dealt with through 
the use of conditions. 

  
9.29  Licensing authority statements of policy will need to consider the local 

circumstances which might give rise to the need for conditions. Where 
there are specific risks associated with a particular locality, the licensing 
authority might decide to attach conditions to the premises licence to 
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mitigate those risks. For example, local issues associated with a high 
crime rate may put a premises at risk of not being consistent with the 
licensing objectives, and specific conditions may be necessary to 
address the risk.  

 
9.30  Where there are risks associated with a specific premises or class or 

premises, the licensing authority may consider it necessary to attach 
conditions to the licence to address those risks, taking account of the 
local circumstances.  

 
9.31  Conditions imposed by the licensing authority must be proportionate to 

the circumstances which they are seeking to address. In particular, 
licensing authorities should ensure that the premises licence conditions 
are:  

• relevant to the need to make the proposed building suitable as a  
gambling facility  

• directly related to the premises (including the locality and any 
identified local risks) and the type of licence applied for  

• fairly and reasonably related to the scale and type of premises  
• reasonable in all other respects.  

 
Conditions that may not be attached to premises licences by licensing 
authorities  
 
9.32  The Act sets out certain matters that may not be the subject of 

conditions:  
• s.169(4) prohibits a licensing authority from imposing a condition 

on a premises licence which makes it impossible to comply with 
an operating licence condition  

• s.172(10) provides that conditions may not relate to gaming 
machine categories, numbers, or method of operation  

• s.170 provides that membership of a club or body cannot be 
required by attaching a condition to a premises licence (the Act 
specifically removed the membership requirement for casino and 
bingo clubs and this provision prevents it being reinstated)  

• s.171 prevents a licensing authority imposing conditions in relation 
to stakes, fees, winnings or prizes 

 

  
 The Licensing Sub Committee may grant the application as requested, 

grant with additional/modified conditions attached to the premises 
licence or reject the application. 

 
 Where the applicant, responsible authority, or other persons is 

aggrieved by the decision of the licensing authority, appeal is to 
Magistrates Court where the reasonableness or otherwise of the 
decision will be tested. 

 
4.3      Staffing issues: None arising from this report. 
 
5.0      Citizen Impact 
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5.1      Residents or businesses, or their representatives (‘interested parties’) 
area are able to submit ‘relevant representations’ 

 
6.0      Community Safety 
 
6.1      Issues raised in relation to potential crime and disorder and public 

nuisance are addressed by committee through the decision making 
process. 

 
7.0      Environmental Impact 
 
7.1      Nothing arising from this report. 
 
8.0      Performance and Risk Management Issues 
 
8.1      Nothing arising from this report. 
 
9.0      Equality Implications 
 
9.1      Nothing arising from this report. 
 
10.0    Consultation 
 
10.1    Consultation/advertising is carried out in accordance with          

prescribed statutory regulation. 
 
11.0    Associated Papers 
 
11.1    Appendix 1 – Premises licence application. 
           Appendix 2 – Site plan. 
 Appendix 3 – Representation from Interested Parties 
 Appendix 4 – Mandatory & Default  
   
12.0    Contact Officer 
 
12.1    Muhammed Sayful Alom, Licensing Team Leader – 

Sayful.alom@walsall.gov.uk  
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Application for a premises licence  

under the Gambling Act 2005 (standard form) 

 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 

 

If you are completing this form by hand, please write legibly in block capitals using ink. Use 
additional sheets if necessary (marked with the number of the relevant question). You may wish to 
keep a copy of the completed form for your records. 

 

Where the application is— 

 In respect of a vessel, or  

 To convert an authorisation granted under the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963 or 
the Gaming Act 1968, 

the application should be made on the relevant form for that type of premises or application. 

 

Part 1 – Type of premises licence applied for 

Regional Casino  Large Casino  Small Casino  

Bingo  Adult Gaming Centre  Family Entertainment Centre  

Betting (Track)  Betting (Other)   

 

Do you hold a provisional statement in respect of the premises?  Yes   No   

If the answer is “yes”, please give the unique reference number for the provisional statement (as 
set out at the top of the first page of the statement):  

 

Part 2 – Applicant Details 

If you are an individual, please fill in Section A.  If the application is being made on behalf of an 
organisation (such as a company or partnership), please fill in Section B. 

Section A 

Individual applicant 

1. Title: Mr  Mrs Miss Ms Dr  Other (please specify)  

2. Surname:  Other name(s):  

[Use the names given in the applicant’s operating licence or, if the applicant does not hold an 
operating licence, as given in any application for an operating licence] 

3. Applicant’s address (home or business – [delete as appropriate]): 

 

Postcode:  

4(a) The number of the applicant’s operating licence (as set out in the operating licence):  

 

4(b) If the applicant does not hold an operating licence but is in the process of applying for one, 
give the date on which the application was made:       

 

5. Tick the box if the application is being made by more than one person.  

[Where there are further applicants, the information required in questions 1 to 4 should be included 
on additional sheets attached to this form, and those sheets should be clearly marked “Details of 
further applicants”.] 
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Section B 

Application on behalf of an organisation 

 

6. Name of applicant business or organisation: Cashino Gaming Limited 

 

7. The applicant’s registered or principal address: 

 

Seebeck House 

1A Seebeck Place 

Knowlhill 

Milton Keynes  

Postcode: MK5 8FR  

 

8(a) The number of the applicant’s operating licence (as given in the operating licence):  

 000-003266-N-103444 

 

8(b) If the applicant does not hold an operating licence but is in the process of applying for one, 
give the date on which the application was made: N/A 

 

9. Tick the box if the application is being made by more than one organisation.  

 

[Where there are further applicants, the information required in questions 6 to 8 should be included 
on additional sheets attached to this form, and those sheets should be clearly marked “Details of 
further applicants”.] 

 

 

Part 3 – Premises Details 

10. Proposed trading name to be used at the premises (if known): Merkur Slots 

 

11. Address of the premises (or, if none, give a description of the premises and their location):  

 

12 Bradford Street 

Walsall 

Postcode: WS1 1PB 

 

12. Telephone number at premises (if known): N/A 

13. If the premises are in only a part of a building, please describe the nature of the building (for 
example, a shopping centre or office block).  The description should include the number of floors 
within the building and the floor(s) on which the premises are located. 

 

Ground floor, high street location. 

14(a) Are the premises situated in more than one licensing authority area? No   
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14(b). If the answer to question 14(a) is yes, please give the names of all the licensing authorities 
within whose area the premises are partly located, other than the licensing authority to which 
this application is made:  

 

N/A 

 

 

Part 4 – Times of operation 

15(a). Do you want the licensing authority to exclude a default condition so that the premises may 
be used for longer periods than would otherwise be the case?  No  

 

15(b). If the answer to question 15(a) is yes, please complete the table below to indicate the times 
when you want the premises to be available for use under the premises licence. N/A 

 

 Start Finish Details of any seasonal variation 

Mon    

Tue    

Wed    

Thurs    

Fri    

Sat    

Sun    

 

16. If you wish to apply for a premises licence with a condition restricting gambling to specific 
periods in a year, please state the periods below using calendar dates: N/A 

 

 

Part 5 – Miscellaneous 

17. Proposed commencement date for licence (leave blank if you want the licence to commence 
as soon as it is issued):                            

               

18(a). Does the application relate to premises which are part of a track or other sporting venue 
which already has a premises licence?  No   

 

18(b). If the answer to question 18(a) is yes, please confirm by ticking the box that an application 

to vary the main track premises licence has been submitted with this application.     

                                                                                                               

19(a). Do you hold any other premises licences that have been issued by this licensing authority? 

No 
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19(b). If the answer to question 19(a) is yes, please provide full details:  

 

20. Please set out any other matters which you consider to be relevant to your application: 

 

The Applicant operates a national estate of licensed bingo premises, which provide 
electronic bingo entertainment by way of Bingo Plus and Bingo Express terminals and 
bingo tablets.   

 

The operator has full authority to provide licensed bingo by the provision of an Operating 
Licence granted by the Gambling Commission. The UK’s Gambling Regulator has therefore 
approved the measures implemented to ensure that effective anti-money laundering 
procedures are implemented and our policies have been developed to ensure responsible 
trading in accordance with the gambling legislation, the licensing objectives and the licence 
conditions and code of practice. 

 

A copy of Cashino Gaming Limited’s Operation Standards has been provided in support of 
the application and full copies of the Applicant’s policies and procedures are available, if 
required. 

 

A copy of Cashino Gaming Limited’s ‘Working Together’ document has also been provided, 
which provides an overview of the ‘Merkur Slots’ brand of premises. 

 

1. The premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system, which shall 
continually record whilst the premises are open. All recordings shall be stored for a minimum 
period of 31 days. Viewing of recordings shall be made available upon the request of Police 
or an authorised officer of the Licensing Authority, subject to data protection legislative 
requirements. 
   

2. Notices shall be prominently displayed within the premises stating that CCTV is in operation.  
  

3. An incident log shall be kept at the premises and made available on request to an authorised 
officer of the Licensing Authority or the Police. Details to include: 

  
a. all crimes reported to the venue 
b. all ejections of patrons 
c. any complaints received concerning crime and disorder 
d. any incidents of disorder 
e. all seizures of drugs or offensive weapons 
f. any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service. 
g. any attempts by children and young persons to gain access to the premises to 

gamble 
h. any Challenge 25 Refusals. 

  
4. A think 25 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premises where any person who 

appears to be under 25 years of age, and who has not previously provided satisfactory proof 
to the contrary, is challenged at the point of entry.  Acceptable forms of identification are 
recognised photographic identification cards, such as a driving licence, passport or proof of 
age card with the PASS Hologram.  

  
5. Individuals who are deemed to be under the influence of excessive alcohol shall not be 

allowed to enter the premises.  

  
6. The licensee shall take reasonable steps to prevent nuisance directly outside the Premises.  
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7. A magnetic door locking system (maglock) shall be available for use at the premises.  

 

Part 6 – Declarations and Checklist (Please tick) 

We confirm that, to the best of our knowledge, the information contained in this 
application is true. We understand that it is an offence under section 342 of the 
Gambling Act 2005 to give information which is false or misleading in, or in relation to, 
this application. 

 

We confirm that the applicant(s) have the right to occupy the premises.            

Checklist: 

 Payment of the appropriate fee has been made/is enclosed                                  

 A plan of the premises is enclosed                                                               

 We understand that if the above requirements are not complied with the 
application may be rejected 

 

 We understand that it is now necessary to advertise the application and give 
the appropriate notice to the responsible authorities                                                         

 

 

Part 7 – Signatures 

21. Signature of applicant or applicant’s solicitor or other duly authorised agent. If signing on behalf 
of the applicant, please state in what capacity: 

Signature: 

 

 
 

Print Name: Poppleston Allen  

Date: 25 February 2021 Capacity: Solicitors for & on behalf of the 
applicant 

 

22. For joint applications, signature of 2nd applicant, or 2nd applicant’s solicitor or other authorised 
agent. If signing on behalf of the applicant, please state in what capacity: 

Signature: 

 

 

 

Print Name:  

Date:     Capacity:  

 

[Where there are more than two applicants, please use an additional sheet clearly marked 
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“Signature(s) of further applicant(s)”.  The sheet should include all the information requested in 
paragraphs 21 and 22.] 

 

[Where the application is to be submitted in an electronic form, the signature should be generated 
electronically and should be a copy of the person’s written signature.] 

 

Part 8 – Contact Details 

23(a) Please give the name of a person who can be contacted about the application: 

Felix Faulkner 

23(b) Please give one or more telephone numbers at which the person identified in question 23(a) 
can be contacted: 

 

0115 9349 172 

 

24. Postal address for correspondence associated with this application: 

 

Felix Faulkner 

Poppleston Allen 

37 Stoney Street 

The Lace Market 

Nottingham 

Postcode:  NG1 1LS 

 

25. If you are happy for correspondence in relation to your application to be sent via e-mail, please 
give the e-mail address to which you would like correspondence to be sent: 

f.faulkner@popall.co.uk 
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1

Sayful Alom

From: Walsall Licensing <H_WALSALL_LICENSING@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk>
Sent: 23 March 2021 15:10
To: Karen Price
Cc: Licensing; Felix Faulkner
Subject: RE: [External]: RE: New Bingo Premises - 12 Bradford Street, Walsall, WS1 1PB

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

Karen 
 
After completing my enquires, West Midlands Police have no representations to make regarding this application. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jennifer 
 
Jennifer Mellor 
Walsall Licensing and Regulatory Services Officer 
Walsall Partnership Team 
Walsall Police 
Civic Centre, Walsall 
 
Tel:  101 ext 8896324 
Mobile: 07554 415651 
Email: j.mellor@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 

Sign-up for neighbourhood policing alerts at www.wmnow.co.uk 

Follow us on social media 
www.twitter.com/wmpolice 
www.facebook.com/westmidlandspolice 
www.youtube.com/westmidlandspolice 
 

From: Felix Faulkner <f.faulkner@popall.co.uk>  
Sent: 11 March 2021 14:08 
To: Licensing <Licensing@walsall.gov.uk> 
Cc: Walsall Licensing <H_WALSALL_LICENSING@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk> 
Subject: [External]: RE: New Bingo Premises - 12 Bradford Street, Walsall, WS1 1PB 
Importance: High 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of West Midlands Police. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you are sure the content is safe. 

Rebecca, 
 
Hope you are well. 
 
This is correct due to an administrative error. 
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1

Sayful Alom

From: Fozia Bi <foziabi5781@gmail.com>
Sent: 22 March 2021 23:19
To: Licensing
Subject: Objection

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

To whom it may concern. 
I am writing this email regarding a bingo licence at no 12 Bradford at Walsall... I am not happy with this 
decision and therefore wish to object. 
I believe this outlet was once the old corals betting office, which was closed down because of drugs and 
gambling.. How can Walsall Council approve for a bingo licence and not expect crime and disorder to 
increase. This will certainly be the case especially if it is to operate 24hrs. 
Walsall markets operate in mornings and I sincerely do believe that a bingo licence will have an impact on 
trade and customers especially if large groups are formed outside all the time.  
I hope that you could rethink about this application for a bingo licence and reject it on these terms. 
Yours Faithfully, 
Mrs Fozia Bi. 

Page 47 of 63



1

Sayful Alom

From: heather.dicken <heather.dicken@hotmail.co.uk>
Sent: 19 March 2021 12:24
To: Licensing
Subject: Merkur bingo 12 Bradford Street Walsall

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

 
Dear Sir and committee  
Please register my objections to the Bingo licence application at 12 Bradford Street.  
The application is for a shop unit that I remember was nothing but trouble, in fact it got closed because of 
crime and drugs. 
To allow Merkur a gaming license here would bring crime and disorder back to this part of Walsall. 
Gambling throughout the night 24 hours would be an enticement for the young and vulnerable to have 
somewhere to go in the middle of the night. 
It would be impossible for this to have Gambling that is going on in the late night and early hours of the 
morning and being done in a fair and open manner. 
I don't mind Gambling in general as I do have a flutter myself, but this location has a history of drugs and 
crime with Gambling going hand in hand this will just return and cause the town serious problems.  
So for these reasons I ask that you refuse this application.. 
Your Faithfully  
Mrs H DICKEN  
 
 
Sent from Samsung Mobile on O2 
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1

Sayful Alom

From: julie evans <jool1972@hotmail.co.uk>
Sent: 19 March 2021 12:49
To: Licensing
Subject: Bingo license 12 Bradford st walsall

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

Dear officer 
Please inform the licensing committee of my objections to this application. 
I remember when this shop was corals bookies.It was always being visited by the police and people were 
going in there to gamble and sell drugs.To allow more slot machines at the same location is absolute 
madness,you are are just inviting disorder and people hanging around and doing petty crime all over again. 
I have no objections to gambing but I am sure that this location with its history will invite crime and drugs 
all over again. 
I have also been told that murker slots are open 24 hours a day. 
To grant this would be a mistake. 
I remember the crime and disorder at this shop 10 years ago because I worked next door and saw it first 
hand. 
Please turn this application down 
Kind regards  
julie evans 
Written copy posted 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
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1

Sayful Alom

From: Peter Khosla <peter@vrgroup.co.uk>
Sent: 23 March 2021 21:23
To: Licensing
Subject: 12 Bradford Street 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any doubts do not click links or open 
attachments. You should never be asked to enter your username and password into an external link. 
 
Dear sir. 
 
I have learned that an application has been submitted to the licensing department for an amusement arcade on 
Bradford Street. 
 
The application is for gaming machines and bingo that can be operated 24 hours a day. 
 
I am a commercial landlord in Walsall town center and have over the last few years experienced vandalism to my 
properties. 
An amusement arcade where people can gather after hours will only add to the ever growing problems for Walsall 
town center. 
I am fearful that such a venue will facilitate crime and disorder. 
 
The council is no doubt aware that this venue was raided previously and closed down due to drugs being traded 
there, at that time the venue closed at a regular time in line with the rest of the town, If it were to remain open all 
hours of the night then one can only imagine what it may attract to the town. 
 
The council has a duty of care for the mental health of the people of Walsall. A venue that has a history of drug 
abuse and being known as a drug den will only be detrimental to the wellbeing of vulnerable people of Walsall. 
 
Please refuse this application. 
 
Peter 
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1

Sayful Alom

From: Raveena Kaur <miss_raveena_kaur@hotmail.co.uk>
Sent: 23 March 2021 10:09
To: Licensing
Subject: Regarding Merkur Slots

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I'm writing to inform you that Ive been notified that a bookies is going to open in Walsall on the old Corals 
site on Bradford St. As a Walsall resident this is the wrong discussion to open this Merkur Slots as there has 
always been a lot of trouble when Corals was open. Due to this I will keep on fighting for the decision to be 
over turned. 
Look forward to hearing a response back. 
 
Many thanks. 
Raveena Kaur. 
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1

Sayful Alom

From: sobia-bi@sky.com
Sent: 23 March 2021 16:56
To: Licensing
Subject: Objection to bingo licence

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

 

Dear Sir 
I would like to register my objection to a bingo licence at no12 Bradford at Walsall... 
This was the old corals betting office that was closed down because of drugs and gambling.. 
I think to allow this to be open 24 hours a day as merkur operate in this location is leaving it open to Crime 
and Disorder.. 
There are a lot of young and vulnerable people in this part of town and it could attract them all over again.. 
Please tune this license down.  
Yours Faithfully 
Sobia bi 
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1

Rebecca Dangor

From: Rhiannon Evans <rhiannonsmith1@hotmail.com>
Sent: 10 March 2021 14:05
To: Licensing
Subject: Bingo License 12 Bradford Street Walsall

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

Dear sir, 
 
Please express my objections to the licensing committee. This ex Corals betting office was always a trouble 
spot with people gambling and committing petty crime. 
To allow yet again gambling at these premises especially throughout the night will become yet again a 
source of crime or disorder. To be able to gamble in a closed premises in the early hours of the morning in 
my opinion will not mean that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way. This area of town with its 
nightclubs and late night takeaways is a prime location where vulnerable people can be exploited by an 
undesirable element throughout the night. 
Please express my views as a Walsall resident who works in the town centre and has seen this first hand 
when Corals had this premises. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Mrs R Evans 
 
Get Outlook for Android 
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1

Sayful Alom

From: Hardip Sangar <hardipsangar@hotmail.co.uk>
Sent: 23 March 2021 10:00
To: Licensing
Subject: Bookies

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any 
doubts do not click links or open attachments. You should never be asked to 
enter your username and password into an external link.  

To whom it may concern, 
 
Ive been notified that a bookies by the name Merker Slots is in negotiations to open on Bradford St, 
Walsall. In our opinion we have got so many bookie shops that bring on anti social behaviour with people 
causing unnecessary trouble due to these gambling shops. 
Please turn down this application down for the safety of the Walsall people. 
 
Kind Regards. 
Raj K Sangar.  
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From: Sanjeev Kumar <petekhosla@btinternet.com>  

Sent: 17 March 2021 16:56 

To: Licensing <Licensing@walsall.gov.uk> 

Cc: Councillor S.Samra <Cllr.Suky.Samra@walsall.gov.uk> 

Subject: License Application MERKUR SLOTS 12 Bradford Street Walsall  

 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the council. If you have any doubts do not click links or open 

attachments. You should never be asked to enter your username and password into an external link. 

 

Dear sirs and committee, 

 

Please lodge this objection to the above application on behalf of all the market traders of Walsall Market. I am the Vice 

Chair of the WMTA and I represent around 100 traders over 5 market days. 

 

MERKUR SLOTS have venues like the proposed in other towns (see image) 
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The proposal is to open a venue which would see gambling be operated 24 hours a day. (see image) 

 

 
 

This would encourage antisocial behavior late at night.  

 

Their usual business model whilst being open 24 hours a day, is to operate them with only one member of staff on the 

premises at any one time. This would make it almost impossible to ensure that gambling will be conducted in a fair and 

open way.  
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These actually premises have historically been a haven for crime and disorder. Previously when gambling was conducted 

by CORALS, it attracted the sale of drugs within the premises. (see image) 

 

 
 

This area of Walsall town center, with its many takeaways and fast food, is a night time area of the town center, where 

young and vulnerable people who favor late night takeaways could easily be harmed or exploited by gambling running 

throughout the night.  
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It is the WMTA’s opinion that to grant an all night gambling venue at this location would be counterproductive to the 

mental health and well-being of citizens of Walsall.  

 

Walsall, like many other towns has a high drug problem. (see image) 

 

 
 

To grant a license for all night gambling at this location, which historically was a drug den would be a grave mistake, and 

we would ask that the licencing committee refuse the application.  

 

Peter Kumar (vice chairman) 

Representing the opinions of the market traders of Walsall.  

WMTA 
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MANDATORY CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO BINGO PREMISES LICENCES. 

 
1.  A notice stating that no person under the age of 18 years is permitted to play bingo on the  

     premises shall be displayed in a prominent place at every entrance to the premises. 

 

2.  No customer shall be able to enter the premises directly from any other premises in        

     respect of which one of the following permissions has effect— 

 

(a) a casino premises licence; 

(b) an adult gaming centre premises licence; 

(c) a betting premises licence other than a track premises licence; and 

3.— (1) This paragraph shall apply where children or young persons or both are permitted by 

the licence holder to enter the premises, and Category B or C gaming machines are made 

available for use on the premises. 

 

(2) Any area of the premises to which category B and C gaming machines are located— 

 

(a) shall be separated from the rest of the premises by a physical barrier which is effective to     

prevent access other than by an entrance designed for the purpose; 

(b) shall be supervised at all times to ensure children or young persons or both do not enter 

the area; and 

(c) shall be arranged in such a way that ensures all parts of the area can be observed by the 

persons mentioned in sub-paragraph (3). 

 

(3) The reference to supervision in this paragraph means supervision by— 

 

(a) one or more persons whose responsibilities include ensuring children or young persons 

or both do not enter the area; or 

(b) closed circuit television which is monitored by one or more persons whose 

responsibilities include ensuring that children or young persons or both do not enter the 

area. 

 

(4) A notice stating that no person under the age of 18 years is permitted to enter the area 

shall be displayed in a prominent place at the entrance to any area of the premises in which 

Category B or C gaming machines are made available for use. 

 

4.— (1) In the case of a charge for admission to the premises, a notice of that charge shall 

be displayed in a prominent place at the principal entrance to the premises. 

 

(2) In the case of any other charges in respect of gaming, a notice setting out the information 

in sub-paragraph (3) shall be displayed at the main point where payment for the charge is to 

be made. 

 

(3) The notice in sub-paragraph (2) shall include the following information— 

 

(a) the cost (in money) of each game card (or set of game cards) payable by an individual in 

respect of a game of bingo; 

(b) in respect of each game card (or set of game cards) referred to in paragraph (a) the 

amount that will be charged by way of a participation fee for entitlement to participate in that 

game; and 

(c) a statement to the effect that all or part of the participation fee may be waived at the 

discretion of the person charging it. 

(4) The notice may be displayed in electronic form. 
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(5) A reference in this paragraph to a charge in respect of gaming does not include an 

amount paid for an opportunity to win one or more prizes in gaming to which section 288 of 

the 2005 Act (meaning of “prize gaming”) applies. 

 

5.—(1) The rules of each type of game that is available to be played the premises other than 

games played on gaming machines shall be made available to customers within the 

premises. 

 

(2) The condition in sub-paragraph (1) may be satisfied by— 

 

(a) displaying a sign setting out the rules, 

(b) making available leaflets or other written material containing the rules, or 

(c) running an audio-visual guide to the rules prior to any bingo game being commenced. 

 

6.  Any ATM made available for use on the premises shall be located in a place that requires 

any customer who wishes to use it to cease gambling in order to do so. 

 

 

DEFAULT CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO BINGO PREMISES LICENCES 

 
1. Subject to paragraph 2, no facilities for gambling shall be provided on the premises     

between the hours of midnight and 9am. 

 

2. The condition in paragraph 1 shall not apply to making gaming machines available 

for use. 
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