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23 July 2009 at 6.00 p.m.
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11/09 APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Khan and Beeley

12/09 SUBSTITUTIONS

Councillor Longhi replaced Councillor Beeley for the duration of t
13/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND PARTY WHIP

There were no declarations of interest and party whip f

14/09 MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting hel pies having previously
been circulated, be approved as a tr .

(annexed)

15/09 URGENT ITEM: RDING SNEYD SCHOOL
15 July by five Members of the Council.
an urgent item as to ensure that it
engagement with school pupils,

Members considered &
The Chair explained that
could be respg 0 in a

@xplain the reasons for the Cabinet decision on
15 July. Raché i that it was Cabinet’s decision that a 11-19 academy is not a
viable proposal for eyd. This position had been confirmed following various work
that had been underta ' 2 Office of the Schools Commissioner (OSC) which establishet

standards of attainment atithe school. Cabinet’s decision included a new that would be
undertaken with parents on the closure of Sneyd and the pursuit of the introduction of a
University Technical College following the closure of the school in the new academic year.

The Chair then invited the call in signatories to explain the reasons for their request
which were given as follows:

the decision to close Sneyd was based on performance. However, other poorly
performing schools have not been closed;

Serco state that Sneyd School is being closed as a result of surplus school places in the
borough, in part as a consequence of the Building Schools for the Future (BSF)
programme. Of a total of 1,600 surplus places closing Sneyd School reduces this figure b



768. However, 832 surplus places would still exist meaning another school would also he
to be closed,;

As a consequence of the current economic climate large numbers of children previously
educated privately will be moved to the state sector meaning more places will be requirec
The call-in signatories accept that the School can not continue in its current from. Howev
there was still a case for 14-19 education at the School so consideration should also be
givento an 11— 19 academy.

The Chair invited Pauline Pilkington to respond to the reasons provided for the Call-in and oth
issues also raised by the signatories and Panel members:

discussions had been
ir of Governor’'s where it was
uired from the Departme

In respect of the vability of the school as an 11-19 aca
undertaken between the OSC and the Headteacher
explained that the capital and revenue support that:

Academy would not be provided as this was [ ealistic solution to
achieving sustainable improvement in attaj ent was not

i i i into a budget
ent of three
partners the DCSF the Councn and a spon . ere would k
i as a potential sponsor) in this reg
as the DCSF were not willing to e DCSF are satisfied that all viable

options have been considered in

There are ato hool and following closure necessary place:
C gh who have a corresponding surplus of

are part of the"Black Country Challenge which includes
hools. This includes the development of plans and

al schools being fully or over subscribed consideration was
being given to DROWAC support for the transport costs for children commuting to other
schools. Considere ould also be given to providing support for parents required to
travel to school, for example, for out-of-hours activities including parent evenings.

The Panel debated the reasons for the call-in and the response to it. The following are
the principle points of the ensuing discussion:

Members were sympathetic to the situation at Sneyd and the current difficulties that were
being experienced through falling pupil numbers and budgetary problems.

After further exploring the reasons why the OSC was not prepared to consider an 11-19
Academy, Members felt that Cabinet should review the outcome of the discussions
regarding an 11-19 Academy to ensure that all possible options of pursuing an 11-19
Academy had been addressed. If there was scope to explore this issue in further detail



Members requested that Officers undertake informal discussions with the Orminston Trus
on creating an 11-19 Academy on the Sneyd site.

The Panel were concerned about the impact the proposed closure would have on pupils
who were required to transfer to alternative schools. Members discussed the possibility «
financial support being provided to parents to assist them in the transitional costs that wo
be required in changing schools. Concern was also expressed about children travelling
outside of their local area to go to school.

RESOLVED:

That:

1. Cabinet review the outcome of the 11-19 Academy di
Office for the Schools Commission, the Headteac
Council Officers and the Deputy Leader, and if
informal discussions with the Orminston Tru
Academy at Sneyd Community School;

ions that took place with th
Community School,
at Officers have

the view t gressing an 11-19

and;

unity School financial assistar

2. in the event that Cabinet decides o close Sne
A ed to parents.

She infor ; [ ally enter the BSF programme following a
i arough incorporated in to the national programme. As part c
t 2 was now being produced. Responsibility for the

€ ilding and refurbishment programmes, including the
Primary Capite 2 placed with the Partnership for Schools (PfS). In
response to thi > that the processes for both BSF and PCP should be aligned
with the Transfor i alsall agenda, a stakeholder group meeting was held earlie

and Leisure strategy, are igned with the wider learning programme.

Following a Member query Alison Butcher explained that there were a number of different strar
to the strategy as part of the approach to the changing environment in which learning takes plac
As such, the BSF team would be helping three Wave 6a Schools deliver Learning Pilots. The
transformation of local learning trialled through Learning Pilots will help those in the early years
their secondary education as they see full BSF proposals come to fruition. However to be awarc
funding it is necessary for local schools to demonstrate clear proposals for how they will contribi
to the wider learning programme.



RESOLVED:

That Members be provided with further information regarding those secondary
schools who are participating in a pilot programme to demonstrate proposals for
involvement in the Transforming Learning agenda.

16/09 LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT (LAA) PERFORMANCE MONITORING

RESOLVED:

That Item 6 be deferred to a future meeting of the Panel.

17/09 REVENUE OUTTURN 2008/09 — CHILDREN’'S S

arised the
curement which

Vicky Buckley introduced the report (annexed) whic
ended for Children’s Services, Print and Design a
external audit.

rn position for the ye
be subject to

directorate, in ing educati
nd of £2.033m. She explained th
luding a shortfall in print and desic
. In response to a Panel query
ence of the change in the
have been suffered. For
ing to win contracts with

She explained thatthe outturn position for the Chil
print and design and procurement, in
a number of one-off costs had contributec
income and increased funding requiremg \
Vicky Buckley explained that the overspe

economy. However, it is hoped.to mitigate
example, print and design ducing p

Carol Boughton introduc eport (annexed) which provided an overview of the current
situation in relation to the development of Children’s Centres across Walsall identifying their
location and associated costs and examples of achievements across the Centres.

She explained that Phase Three of the introduction of Children’s centres had been agreed by
Cabinet. There are currently fifteen Children’s Centres and the final three centre areas are:
Paddock/ Chuckery, Pelsall and Streetly. She explained that related services were becoming
active and begining to support local communities before the centre buildings had become
operational. Children’s Centres are required to deliver a core set of services which are then
monitored by the Office of Standards in Education (Ofsted) and Together for Children on behalf
the DCSF.



In response to a Panel question Hilary Hastings explained that while the core offer is pre-
determined the details of how services are provided by a specific centre are shaped by the loca
community. However, in some areas it was difficult to engage with those families that do not
normally engage with the community. Significant effort is committed in seeking to draw families i
to local centres. The centres work closely with local people to understand key local issues and ¢
help determine the most appropriate methods by which this can be achieved. The process of
reaching out is supported by significant cross-service coordination including close working with
officers from other areas of the Council and the PCT. There are also strong links with local scho
through whom a number of services have been developed. In a number of instances it has prov
successful to actually go out to those families who have thus far not attended their local centre ¢
a way of creating a link and encouraging them to make use of the facility. A major issue thi
has been identified as critical in improving local participation is ed to improve the aspiratic
of parents. This has proved a challenge in some areas as e ent levels are low and yet it |
important that parents recognise the key role they have in nd encouraging their
children’s learning and so help improve outcomes. Offi
involve Job Centre Plus with Children’s Centres, wh
staff to discuss opportunities while Children Centr

be limited resources to deliver this. For exampl ager across thi
Black Country for Job Centre Plus and limited st Children’s
Centres. However as each new initiative is develop lus all the

Children’s Centres actively engage.

20/09 WORKING GROUPS

The work programme @

22/09 DATE O

Chair:

Date:



