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1.0 Summary of report 
 
1.1 To advise members of progress made in implementing the statutory 

procedure to re- designate the streets for the purposes of street trading 
in Walsall town centre.  

 
2.0 Recommendations 
 
2.1 That members consider the information contained in the report   

following the statutory consultation exercise. 
 
2.2    Members may wish to indicate whether based on the evidence before 

the Committee, they would, in principle, wish to resolve to re-designate 
the streets in Walsall Town Centre as set out in the draft resolution as 
given in Appendix1.  

 
          The draft resolution cannot currently be passed for the reasons set out 

below. 
 
3.0     Background information 
 
3.1     On the 27 February 2013 the Licensing and Safety Committee resolved 

the following:   
 

(i)The re-designation of all streets within Walsall town centre as licence 
streets.  

 
(ii)The draft resolution attached as Appendix 1. 
 
(iii)The authorisation of the Regulatory manager to publish a prescribed 
notice of intention to pass the draft resolution and to implement the 
procedure under paragraph 2 “Designation of Streets” of Schedule 4 to 



 

 

the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 including 
serving a copy of the notice and seeking consent as required. 

 
(iv)Undertake consultation with the following:                                                       

 
 Area Partnership 
 Town Centre Business Partnership 
 Chamber of Commerce 
 West Midlands Fire Service 
 West Midlands Police 
 Internal services including Planning, Highways, Legal and 

Street Pride 
 Existing street traders and those who have registered an 

interest.     
  
3.2    Statutory advertisements were published in the local press on the 28 

February 2013.  
         
3.3   As well as consultation with the bodies listed in 3.1 of the report, 

additional draft resolution notices were displayed within Walsall town 
centre. 

 
3.4   All councillors were informed of the proposal by memorandum.  
 
3.5 Information was also displayed on the Councils licensing web page 

during the entire consultation period.  
 
3.6      Formal consultation took place between the 28 February 2013 and 

the1 April 2013.  
 
3.7    The statutory procedure requires that any Council wishing to designate 

streets, obtain the consent of ‘relevant corporations’ as defined within 
the Act. We have obtained the consent of the Highways Authority and 
the Homes and Communities Agency. We have however, been unable 
to obtain the consent of Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd, who were first 
contacted by us on the 20 February 2013. They have so far not fully 
consented. The issues for Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd are firstly to 
identify the streets they maintain or own in the affected area and 
thereafter, determine whether they wish to give their consent.  

 
3.8  In total the licensing unit received only four written responses, these 

are given as Appendix 2.  
 
3.9    No adverse comments on the resolution were received from telephone 

enquiries and where clarification was required this was given at the 
time the issue was raised. All such enquirers were encouraged to 
submit written comments on the proposal. 

 
4.0 Resource considerations 
 
4.1 Financial: The current annual fee for a licence to trade within Walsall 



 

 

town centre is £2820.This fee has remained unchanged for the last 2 
years due to the economic climate.  

                                                                                          
4.2 Legal:  A district council may by resolution designate any street in their 

district as a licensed street, provided that it complies with Appendix 3 
and includes a requirement to publish such a resolution for two 
consecutive weeks in a local newspaper circulating in the area. 

 
 The Council cannot pass a resolution designating a street if it has not 

obtained the consent of all ‘relevant corporations’. We have not 
obtained the consent of one of the ‘relevant corporations’ at this 
present moment. 

 
          The Council may if the draft resolution is passed, refuse a licence 

application if it considers: 
 

(a) that there is not enough space in the street for the applicant to 
engage in the trading in which he desires to engage without causing 
undue interference or inconvenience to persons using the street; 
 
(b) that there are already enough traders trading in the street from 
shops or otherwise in the goods in which the applicant desires to trade; 
 
(a) that the applicant desires to trade on fewer days than the minimum 
number specified in a resolution under paragraph 2(11) of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 Schedule 4; 
 
(d) that the applicant is unsuitable to hold the licence by reason of 
having been convicted of an offence or for any other reason; 
 
(e) that the applicant has at any time been granted a street trading 
licence by the council and has persistently refused or neglected to pay 
fees due to them for it or charges due to them under paragraph 9(6) of 
the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 Schedule 4 
for services rendered by them to him in his capacity as licence-holder; 
 
(f) that the applicant has at any time been granted a street trading 
consent by the council and has persistently refused or neglected to pay 
fees due to them for it; 
 
(g) that the applicant has without reasonable excuse failed to avail 
himself to a reasonable extent of a previous street trading licence. 
 
Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Council not to grant a 
licence has right of appeal to Magistrates Court. 

 
4.3      Staffing: Nothing arising from this report.   
 
5.0      Citizen impact 
 
5.1    Nothing arising from this report. 



 

 

 
6.0      Community safety 
 
6.1      Nothing arising from this report. 
 
7.0      Environmental impact 
 
7.1      Nothing arising from this report. 
 
8.0      Performance and risk management issues 
 
8.1      Nothing arising from this report. 
 
9.0 Equality implications 
 
9.1 None arising from this report. 
 
10.0 Consultation 
 
10.1 As detailed within the report. 
 
11.0    Appendices 
 
11.1    Appendix 1 – Draft resolution. 
          Appendix 2 –   Consultee responses. 

Appendix 3 -  Designation of streets criteria. 
 
12.0    Contact Officer:  
 
12.1    Steve Knapper, Principal Licensing Officer. 01922 653073   

 
  
















