WALSALL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

From: TAXI/PRIVATE HIRE To: CABINET
LIAISON GROUP —
27 JANUARY 2005

Walsall Taxi Federation
€) Ranks

A plan of the proposed Walsall Civic Quarter as part of the Walsall Quality Streets
Initiative was circulated:-

(see annexed)
Mr. Alan Goodman, of Urban Regeneration, was in attendance for this item.

Mr. Goodman said that the proposals for the Civic Quarter were agreed by Cabinet on
19" January, 2005. A Traffic Order for moving the taxi rank in part from Leicester Street
to the west side of Lower Bridge Street would now be advertised. The loading bay near
the HSBC bank in Lower Bridge Street would remain but would be smaller.

Mr. Goodman said that consultants had been appointed to help draw up the draft Traffic
Orders. The Traffic Orders would be published as soon as possible and would be
followed by a consultation period. If no statutory objections or significant objections
from consultees were received, work on the scheme would begin in early June, 2005.

Councillor Rochelle queried the loss of car parking at the side of the Town Hall in
Leicester Street.

Mr. Goodman said that alternative car parking had been identified in the basement of
the Civic Centre. Planning and enforcement files that were presently stored there would
be relocated to create extra space for car parking. He said that it was necessary to
move car parking from the west entrance of the Town Hall in Leicester Street to create
the planned Leicester Square and to make a proper entrance for the Town Hall, thus
increasing its use for functions.

Mr. Goodman said that the disabled car parking spaces in Darwall Street would be lost
but an alternative 40 spaces would be created in the vicinity. There would be a barrier
in St. Paul's Street to access delivery to buildings in Darwall Street but this would be
closed after 10.00 a.m. to prevent other access.

Councillor Rochelle queried how the overflow taxi rank in Lichfield Street would operate.

Mr. Goodman said that the overflow taxi rank shown on the map opposite the Town
Hall in Lichfield Street would only operate after 11.30 p.m. as it would otherwise conflict
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with the buses using the stops there. He said that it should not have appeared on the
plan as “taxi rank overflow”.

Mr. Ali said that when Members had discussed and agreed Option 4 as a solution at the
last meeting, they had been told that there would be space for 8- 9 taxis in Lower
Bridge Street and a feeder rank opposite the Town Hall on Lichfield Street. This rank
would be used as the main rank after 11.30 p.m.

Mr. Goodman said that it would not be possible to have a taxi rank in this section of
Lichfield Street during the daytime because of the buses and pelican crossing there.
The only space for a feeder taxi rank would be further along Lichfield Street. He
stressed that there was no ideal solution. The taxi drivers would be losing the spaces in
Leicester Street but Lower Bridge Street was a better site for them and this was the
trade off.

Councillor Rochelle said that he recognised that Lichfield Street would be the main taxi
rank after 11.30 p.m. However, during the daytime, he questioned how taxi drivers
using any overflow taxi rank would know when there was spaces available in the Lower
Bridge Street taxi rank.

Mr. Goodman suggested the possibility of a telephone link between Lower Bridge Street
and Lichfield Street.

Mr. Corlett said there could be a problem with a feeder rank in Lichfield Street as taxis
coming down from Upper Bridge Street would be able to jump the rank. They would not
know that there were taxis already waiting in Lichfield Street and this could lead to
disputes.

Mr. Ali said that, at present, taxi drivers had ten spaces in Leicester Street but would
have only nine in Lower Bridge Street. He said that they could not afford to lose one
space. With de-regulation in April, 2005, there would also be an increase in taxi
numbers. He said that when Option 4 had been discussed previously, they had been
told that they would have an overflow taxi rank in Lichfield Street where the bus stops
were presently located.

Councillor Rose supported this view and said that the Group had agreed to Option 4 on
the basis that there would be a feeder taxi rank there.

As a point of information, Councillor Rochelle said that although Cabinet had approved
the proposals for the new Leicester Square, he had been advised that the Cabinet
Portfolio Holders wished to have the views of the Group about proposals for the
relocation of the taxi ranks in Walsall Town Centre.
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Mr. Corlett pointed out that Cabinet had only approved moving the taxi rank from
Leicester Street to Lower Bridge Street. There had been no mention of taxi feeder
ranks in the Cabinet’s resolution. He queried whether any consideration had been
given to creating a taxi rank at the top of Park Street, near the New Art Gallery, to serve
that part of the Town Centre. There were new shops there and future developments
were planned at Town Whatrf.

Mr. Ody questioned whether it would be possible to use the taxi rank outside the
Kentucky Fried Chicken Take-Away in Upper Bridge Street as a feeder rank during the
daytime.

Councillor Robinson suggested that a traffic light system could be installed there to
indicate when there were spaces available at the taxi rank in Lower Bridge Street.
There was support for this suggestion from several Members.

In answer to points raised about the effect of de-regulation, Mr. Corlett said that 35
applicants had applied for licences from 15' April, 2005. They were all new vehicles. It
had taken over two years to put the previous number granted into service. On past
experience, therefore, he considered that new vehicles would come into service over a
two to three year period. He also said that it must be borne in mind that the Act stated
that Local Authorities may create taxi ranks but this was not compulsory as hackney
cabs were allowed to ply for hire by touring the streets.

Mr. Ali said that unlike Birmingham, this was not easy in a town like Walsall with only
three to four main streets. Taxi ranks could help congestion and he did not think it an
unreasonable request to ask the Council to provide a taxi rank.

In summing up the discussions, the Chairman said that there was only a problem with
an overflow taxi rank during daytime. He supported the proposal to use Upper Bridge
Street as a feeder rank with the installation of a traffic light system. He said that it would
be expensive but that it would overcome the problem.

It was agreed to recommend to Licensing and Safety Committee -

(1) Thatit be recommended to Cabinet that Upper Bridge Street be used
as a feeder taxi rank and that Cabinet be requested to cost out a traffic
light system for informing taxis using the feeder taxi rank that spaces were
available in Lower Bridge Street;

(2) That Cabinet be requested to look at the provision of a taxi rank in the
Town Wharf area to help develop this part of the Town Centre.
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