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Report to North Walsall Area Panel 
 

Funding Report 
 

17 November 2016 
 
1. Context 
 
1.1 Following the change to the Council’s Constitution in May 2013, Area Panels now have the responsibility for approving any project 

funding applications that are received through Area Partnerships. 
 
1.2 This report sets out any project applications that have been carried forward from the previous financial year, projects that have  been 

approved  under urgency by Area Managers, in consultation with the Area Chair and Vice Chair and relevant Ward Councillors) and 
those projects that are being put forward for consideration by the Area Panel (attached at Appendix 1).  
 

1.3 Any project applications received by the Area Partnership team, will be assessed against a set of criteria (the delivery of the Area 
Community Plan and The Walsall Plan) before being put forward to the Area Panel for consideration.  Only valid applications that 
fulfil the criteria will be put to the Area Panel for decision. 
 

1.4 Any projects that do not meet the criteria will be referred back to the project applicant for further information or a re-submission.  
 
2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 The Area Panel is requested to consider the summarised project applications, set out in Appendix 1 (attached). 

 
3. Carried Forward Projects  
 
3.1 Below are projects that were approved in financial year 2015/16 , but, for various reasons, were not completed in that financial year, 

therefore, a request has been made to carry forward these funds for projects to be completed during this financial year: 
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Project Description Allocated 
Funding (£) 

Match 
Funding 

(£) 

Workstream(s) Ward(s) 

Area Partnerships ‐
Redeployment and 
repair of domehawk 
cameras across North 
Walsall 

Cameras to be used to address a number of 
local issues, including those linked to 
tackling asb, gathering evidence to support 
subsequent enforcement actions and as a 
mechanism to offer reassurance to the local 
community. 

2000  None  SSIC  All 

 
 Workstreams: 
 SB = Supporting businesses to thrive and supporting local people in to work  

H&W-B = Improving health and well-being and independence for older people  
SSIC = Creating safe, sustainable and inclusive communities  
C&YP = Improving safeguarding, learning and the life chances for children and young people 
 

4 Projects Approved  
 
4.1 The following projects were approved at previous Area Panels during the financial year 2016/17. 
 
Project  Allocated 

Funding 
(£) 

Match 
Funding 

(£) 

Workstream(s) Ward(s) Date approved 

Youth ASB project 2016/17 – 
Area Partnerships 

2500  None  H&WB 
SSIC 
C&YP 

All  5 July 2016 

Environmental and Security 
projects 2016/17 – Area 

3500  Community 
Payback/clean and 

H&WB 
SSIC 

All  5 July 2016 
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Partnerships  green crews and 
volunteers to be 
used as a free 
service in most 
cases 

C&YP 

Walsall Link Line – Reaching 
Out 

4086 
£2043 until 17 November 
2016.  Upon approval at 
November panel a further 
£2043 which will be 
ringfenced 

Volunteer time – 8 
volunteers @ £11 
per hour x 4 hours 
x 9 months 

H&WB 
SSIC 
C&YP 

All  5 July 2016 

Progress to Work – Steps To 
Work 

2500 
£1250 until 17 November 
2016.  Upon approval at 
November panel a further 
£1250 which will be 
ringfenced. 
 

Officer time 
through Steps to 
Work will be as 
part of the project 

H&WB 
SSIC 
 

All  5 July 2016 

Summer Reading Challenge – 
Walsall Libraries 

180  Reading challenge 
materials provided 
by National 
Scheme 

H&WB 
SSIC 
C&YP 

All  5 July 2016 

Keep out of the cold – Bloxwich 
Community Partnerships 

801.65  Planning, prep and 
project 
management to be 
done by BCP. 

H&WB 
SSIC 
C&YP 

Blakenall  5 July 2016 

Jerome k Jerome Canoe Project  590  Canal and River 
Trust staffing 

H&WB 
SSIC 
C&YP 

Birchills Leamore  5 July 2016 

Safety and Security of Garage 
Site from Beechdale 
Community Housing 

1250  Beechdale Housing 
‐ £1250 and will 
cover future 
maintenance costs 

SSIC  Birchills/Leamore  13 September 2016 

Sparkle into a Bloxwich 
Christmas/Bloxwich in Bloom 
Winter Project from Bloxwich 

1250 ‐ 10,000 spring 
bulbs and the winter 
bedding for town centre 

Volunteer costs   All  Predominantly 
Bloxwich East/West 
Borough wide event 

13 September 2016 
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Business Partnership CIC  displays 
Bloxwich Fire Station  132.36  WMFS will use 

their social media 
communications 
to endorse all 
campaigns. 

SSIC  All although based in 
Bloxwich East 

13 September 2016 

Total allocated  16790.01         
Total decommitment           
 
5 Project Applications for Consideration   
 
5.2 The total proposed projects in Appendix 1 for the panels’ consideration is £7500 from 2016/17 budget. 
 
5.3 If the projects presented at Appendix 1 are approved, this will leave a total of £6709.99 (£30 000 – £23290.01) to approve project 
applications for the remainder of the financial year 2016/17. 
 
 
Vanessa Croft, Area Manager 
(01922) 653714/07960 713279 
Vanessa.croft@walsall.gov.uk
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Appendix 1 - 2016-17 
 

Project Description Project Timescales 
Funding 

Requested 
(£) 

Match 
Funding  (£) Workstream(s) Ward(s) 

The Watermill 
Sensory Room – 
Housing and Care 21 

This project aims to provide a 
sensory room within the Watermill 
complex.  The transformation of a 
little used space to a sensory room 
will provide a place of stimulation 
of the senses, sight, touch, taste, 
smell, sound and movement and 
relaxation, dependant on the 
individual using the room and the 
transferrable aids used with that 
person, creating wellbeing for its 
users.  The sensory room will 
provide a changing environment 
which will inspire feelings of safety 
and comfort.  People with 
dementia can become increasingly 
isolated, frustrated, bored and 
unhappy if no suitable activities are 
provided which makes them 
agitated and emotionally 
distressed. 

March 2017  2500  2500  H & WB  Open to all 

Bloxwich Blazers 
(young fire cadets) – 
West Midlands Fire 
Service 

This project will provide two 6‐
week courses for youth aged 8‐11, 
who may be struggling at school 
and at risk of being involved in ASB, 

March 2017  2500  Fire service 
staff 

Volunteers 

H&WB 

C&YP 

Open to all 
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arson or Criminal damage.  The fire 
service is keen to provide a positive 
experience and turn the young 
people away from negative 
behaviour and influence in their 
lives. 

SSIC 

Bloxwich Fire Cadets 
– West Midlands Fire 
Service 

The fire service is working with 
youth aged 11‐16 to do a 20 week 
course aimed at teaching various 
fire service related skills as well as 
instilling discipline and respect.  
The first programme has worked 
really well with the passing out 
parade on 5 November.  We would 
like to continue this work and 
increase the number of young 
people able to access the service, 
both through schools and referrals 
from police to impact on the crime 
and youth asb in the area. 

March 2017  2500  Fire service 
staff 

Volunteers 

H&WB 

C&YP 

SSIC 

Open to all 

Christmas Event and 
Ash End Farm – 
Blakenall Children’s 
centre 

The aim is to give residents living in 
the north a chance to take part in a 
Christmas activity that includes arts 
and crafts and a visit from Santa.  In 
addition we want to offer a one off 
opportunity to roughly 12 families 
for a trip to Ash End Farm.  These 
families will be identified through 
Early Help case loads, for those 
who are struggling to deal with 

March 2017  1500 

Trip ‐ £800 

Event ‐ £200 

Christmas 
gifts ‐ £500 

 

None  H&WB 

C&YP 

SSIC 

Open to all 
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issues they present with and the 
increased burden of living in 
poverty.  We hope by providing 
these opportunities that families 
will not look to either increase the 
debt or poverty they are 
experiencing by trying to provide 
presents and food for their children 
over the Christmas period. 

Total      7500       

 
Workstreams: 
 SB = Supporting businesses to thrive and supporting local people in to work  

H&W-B = Improving health and well-being and independence for older people  
SSIC = Creating safe, sustainable and inclusive communities  
C&YP = Improving safeguarding, learning and the life chances for children and young people  



Appendix 2 

Project Description Project Timescales 
Funding 

Requested 
(£) 

Match 
Funding  (£) Workstream(s) Ward(s) 

Christmas 
Community Concert 
– St Aidans Care 
Team 

The project is to hold a 
Community Christmas Concert in 
the local area for all residents. 
The concert will showcase local 
talent in the area and bring the 
community together at a time of 
celebration. 

The project will also enable the 
community to come together to 
provide a platform to celebrate 
all the positive activities 
established in the area which 
local residents may not be 
aware of and help signpost 
residents to engage in them. The 
project will also enable the 
community to share good news 
stories, promote community 
cohesion and encourage 
residents to know their 
neighbour. The project will bring 
different members of the 

By March 2017  2620  1500  SSIC 

C&YP 

 

Predominantly 
Blakenall 



Appendix 2 

community together and help 
promote inter ‐ generational 
cohesion, break down barriers 
and help integrate new and 
existing members of the 
community. 

Total      2620       

 

5 Project Applications for Consideration   
 
5.2 The total proposed projects in Appendix 2 for the panels’ consideration is £2620 from 2016/17 budget. 
 
5.3 If the projects presented at Appendix 1 are approved, this will leave a total of £4089.99 to approve project applications for 
the remainder of the financial year 2016/17. 
 
 
Vanessa Croft, Area Manager 
(01922) 653714/07960 713279 
Vanessa.croft@walsall.gov.uk 


