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Consultation Underway on Black Country Flood Defence Plans

Black Country residents and business premises owners will be given several weeks to
give their opinions on how their four local authorities best prepare and protect the

region from flooding.

From 9" November until 17" December, Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhampton
Councils will be hosting draft versions of the Black Country Local Flood Risk Management
Strategy and the Strategic Environmental Assessment Report on their websites for locals to log
on and submit their views. Comments are welcomed on how the plans suit the individual local

authority areas as well as the wider Black Country area.

A form will also be on each website for respondents to answer a series of questions as well as
add any other comments they may wish to make. The response forms can either be emailed or

posted back to the relevant council.

Dudley Council’s Cabinet Member for Environmental Services, Clir Hilary Bills, said:
“Flooding can potentially affect all of us. It can have a significant impact on the people, the
economy and the environment of the Black Country. Whilst it is not possible to prevent all
flooding, we can consider and find ways to manage flood risk and its potential consequences.

We hope to hear from as many people as possible during this consultation period.”

Councillor Steve Evans, City of Wolverhampton Council Cabinet Member for
City Environment, added:
“The input of residents and premises business owners in this process is vital in helping the

Black Country authorities build the best defence possible against flooding. While we cannot



prevent all flooding, it is important we do everything we can to lessen the impact on the people,

the economy and the environment.”

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for highways and environment ,
Councillor Maria Crompton said:

“In recent years we have seen the impact that flooding can have on people’s lives,
homes and businesses. Working with the Black Country authorities, our draft Local
Flood Risk Management Strategy sets out how we will set about managing and
reducing local flood risk. | would urge everyone to look at this important strategy and

tell us if you think our approach is right.”

Councillor Harrison, portfolio holder for Clean and Green at Walsall Council,
stated:

“Any resident or business that has been the victim of flooding knows only too well
the misery it causes. It's good that we’re taking a collaborative approach with our
Black Country colleagues to manage this risk. This is the chance for local people to

get involved and have their say to shape these plans.”

Once the consultation period is complete, the responses will be reviewed with the

aim of having the approved Strategy in place by next spring.

For Dudley Council website only:

Interested parties should visit Dudley Council’s Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment document.

ENDS

Notes for Editors:

The draft versions will be available in prominent places on www.dudley.gov.uk, www.wolverhampton.gov.uk,
www.walsall.gov.uk and www.sandwell.gov.uk

Completed forms and comments should be sent to either:-

e Dudley Council: to Roger Morgan on civils.due@dudley.gov.uk or via Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council,
Directorate of the Urban Environment, Environmental Management, Civil Engineering Group, Lister Road Depot, Lister
Road, DY2 8JW

¢ Wolverhampton City Council: to Keith Rogers on keith.rogers@wolverhampton.gov.uk or via Wolverhampton City
Council, Highway Assets, Culwell Street Depot, Culwell Street, Wolverhampton, WV10 0JN.

¢ Walsall Council: to John Roseblade on john.roseblade@walsall.gov.uk or via Walsall Council, Engineering and
Transportation, Economy & Environment Civic Centre, Walsall, WS1 1DG
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¢ Sandwell Council: to Nigel Wilkins on nigel_wilkins@sandwell.gov.uk or via
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council, Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE.

Veron Graham — veron.graham@dudley.qgov.uk - 01384 818 942
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